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IN  REPLY  REFER  TO 


AGAM-P  (N)  (5  Aug  68)  FOR  0T  RD  682266 


21  August  1968 


SUBJECT:  Opera t tonal  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  Haadquartera,  9th 
Infantry  Division,  Period  Ending  30  April  1968  (U) 

SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


1.  Subject  report  is  forwarded  for  review  end  evaluation  in  accordance 
with  paragraph  5b,  AR  525-15,  Evaluations  and  corrective  actions  should 
be  reported  to  ACSFOR  01  RD,  Operational  Reports  Branch,  within  90  days 
of  receipt  of  covering  letter. 

2.  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  Insure  that  the 
Army  realises  current  benefits  from  lessons  learned  during  recent  opera¬ 
tions. 

3.  To  Insure  that  the  Information  provided  through  the  Lessons  Learned 
Program  is  readily  available  on  a  continuous  basis,  a  cumulative  Lessons 
Learned  Index  containing  alphabetical  listings  of  items’  appearing  in  the 
reports  is  compiled  and  distributed  periodically.  Recipients  of  the 
attached  report  are  encouraged  to  recommend  items  from  it  for  inclusion 
in  the  Index  by  completing  and  returning  the  self-addressed  form  provided 
at  the  end  of  this  report. 
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MARKING 


The  classified  or  limited  status  of  this  report  applies 
to  each  page,  unless  otherwise  marked. 

Separate  page  printouts  MUST  he  marked  accordingly. 


THIS  DOCUMENT  CONTAINS  INFORMATION  AFFECTING  THE  NATIONAL  DEFENSE  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES  WITHIN  THE  MEANING  OF  THE  ESPIONAGE  LAWS,  TITLE  18 
U.S.C.,  SECTIONS  793  AND  794.  THE  TRANSMISSION  OR  THE  REVELATION  OF 
ITS  CONTENTS  IN  ANY  MANNER  TO  AN  UNAUTHORIZED  PERSON  IS  PROHIBITED  BY 
LAW. 


NOTICE:  When  government  or  other  drawings,  specifications  or  other 
data  are  used  for  any  purpose  other  than  in  connection  with  a  defi¬ 
nitely  related  government  procurement  operation,  the  U.  S.  Government 
thereby  incurs  no  responsibility,  nor  any  obligation  whatsoever;  and 
the  fact  that  the  Government  may  have  formulated,  furnished,  or  in  any 
way  supplied  the  said  drawings,  specifications,  or  other  data  is  not 
to  be  regarded  by  implication  or  otherwise  as  in  any  manner  licensing 
the  holder  or  any  other  person  or  corporation,  or  conveying  any  rights 
or  permission  to  manufacture,  use  or  sell  any  patented  invention  that 
may  in  any  way  be  related  thereto. 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  depart. of  9th  Infantry  Division  for  Period  Ending 

30  April  1968,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl)  (U)  _  ^ — c  T~T^  1 

/hjdACsr6K )  (3&r-~KJ>-^^ul  ^  -  :^: ' 

...  -  -commanding  General,  II  Field  Force  Vietnam,  ATTN:  AVFBC-RE-H ,  APO  96266 

Commanding  General,  United  States  Army  Vietnam,  ATTN:  AYHGC(DST),  APO  96375 
Commanding  General,  United  States  Army  Pt.oifio,  ATTN:  GPOP-DT,  APO  96558 


1.  (c)  Section  1,  Operations:  Significant  Activities, 

a.  (C)  Introduction, 


(1)  During  this  reporting  period  1  Feb  -  y>  Apr  68,  the  9th  Infantry 
Division  continued  operations  in  support  of  missions  and  taBks  either 
specified  or  implied  by  the  III  Corps/ll  Field  Force  Combined  Campaign 
Plan  1968,  15  Dec  67,  and  the  RVNAF,  JGS/KACV  Combined  Campaign  Plan  1968 
AB  143,  1  Nov  67»  The  9th  Inf  Div  also  conducted  operations  specified  by 
II  FFORCEV  either  during  (l  -  10  Feb  68)  or  as  a  result  of  (10  Feb  to 
date)  the  VC/NVA  Tet  Campaign,  Division  Headquarters  remained  at  Camp 
Martin  Cox  (YS  1799)  except  when  control  of  major  operations  in  the  Dinh 
Tuong  Province  within  the  division's  tactical  area  of  interest  (TAOI) 
dictated  displacement  of  a  tactical  forward  command  poBt  to  Dong  Tam  Base 
Camp  (XS  4143).  On  21  Apr  the  division's  TAOI  was  increased  to  include 
the  Go  Cong  and  Kien  Hoa  Provinces  and  reduced  by  the  Iobs  of  the  Rung 
Sat  Special  Zone  as  depicted  on  Inclosure  3»  Map  of  Division  Tactical 
Area  of  interest  (TAOI), 

(2)  The  mission  of  the  Inf  Div  is; to  conduct  strike  operations 
to  locate  and  destroy  the  Vyt  Cong  (VC)  and  North  Vietnamese  (NVA)  main 
and  local  force  units  and  t/eir  installations  and  infrastructure  in  the 
TAOI  Conduct  consolidation  and  pacification  operations  to  identify  and 
destroy  VC  guerrilla  units#  and  infrastructure  and  secure  population 
centers  and  lines  of  comnnfnications  in  cloat^coordi nation  and  cooperation 
with  government  of  Vietnsfc  (GVN)  Forces  {^conduct  support  operations  to 
further  assist  the  goverfment  of  Vietnam  Pacification  Program,by  enhancing 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVDB-MH  12  Hay  68 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  9th  Infantry  Division  for  Period  Ending 
50  April  1968,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl)  (U) 

the  capability  of  the  Republio  of  Vietnam  (ARVN),  Popular  Force  (PF) , 
and  Regional  Force  (RF),  and  by  contributing  to  the  health  and  welfare 
of  the  civilian  population.  The  9th  Inf  Div  has  successfully  accom¬ 
plished  this  mission  by  oonducting  stability  operations  in  Bien  Hoa, 

Phuoc  Tuy,  Long  Khanh,  Long  An,  Kien  Hoa,  Gia  Dinh,  Vinh  Long,  Dinh 
Tuong,  Phong  Dinh,  Vinh  Binh,  Go  Cong,  and  Ba  Xuyen  Provinces, 

(3)  The  9th  Inf  Div  was  involved  in  90  days  of  combat  while  con¬ 
ducting  twelve  major  operations  that  commenced,  terminated,  or  continued 
during  the  reporting  period:  CORONADO  X,  CORONADO  XI,  TRUONG  CONG  DINH, 
KITTYHAVK,  KOPTAC,  HOFTAC  I,  ENTERPRISE,  QUYET  THANG,  RILEY,  NARASUAN, 
DUONG  CUA  DAN,  and  TOAN  THANG. 

(4/  In  addition  to  the  above  listed  operations,  an  element  of  the 
9th  Inf  Div  participated  in  combat  operations  in  the  I  Corps  Tactical 
Zone  (CTZ)  for  the  first  time.  The  3d  Squadron  5th  Cavalry  (-)  was 
attached  to  the  1st  Air  Cavalry  Division  (AM),  further  placed  OPCQN  to 
the  101st  Airborne  Division  and  3d  Marine  Division  from  15  Feb  68  to  14 
Apr  680  Effective  15  Apr  68,  the  squadron  was  attached  to  the  Provision¬ 
al  Corps  Vietnam.  The  squadron  participated  in  Operation  KILO  based  at 
Dong  Ha  Combat  Base,  Operation  WORTH  in  Quang  Nam  Province  and  Operation 
CHARLTON  in  Quang  Tri  Province.  The  squadron  conducted  mounted  and 
dismounted  patrols  in  areas  ae  designated.  Troop  D  remained  at  Camp 
Martin  COx  (Bearcat)  and  participated  in  missions  &b  assigned  by  division 
headquarters. 

(5)  The  arrival  of  the  6th  Battalion  31st  Infantry  as  a  new  member 
of  the  9th  Inf  Div,  the  attachment  of  the  3-5  Cav  to  the  1st  Air  Cav  Div 
(AM)  less  D  Troop  3-5  Cav,  and  the  exchange  of  two  battalions  within  the 
1 st  and  3d  Bdea  are  considered  the  significant  organizational  changes 
occurring  during  the  quarter.  These  changes  are  discussed  in  para  1b(2). 

(6)  On  25  Feb  68  MG  Julian  J,  Ewell  replaced  MG  George  G.  O'Connor 
as  Division  Commander,  Four  additional  significant  personnel  changes 
took  place  during  this  quarter.  COL  Robert  E.  Baden,  Chief  of  Staff, 
departed  7  Apr  68  and  LTC  Myron  E.  Lee  Jr.  became  the  acting  Chief  of 
Staff.  COL  George  C.  Benson  assumed  command  of  the  3d  Bde  vice  COL 
George  w,  Everett  on  4  Feb  68.  COL  Josiah  A.  Wallace  assumed  command 
of  Div  Arty  upon  the  departure  of  COL  StuArt  C.  Meyer  on  5  Mar  68,  and 
COL  Henry  E.  Emerson  assumed  command  of  the  1st  Bde  from  COL  Harry  0. 
Williams  on  18  Mar  68  (See  Inclosure  2,  Roster  of  Key  Personnel). 
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AVDE-MH  v  12  May  68 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  9th  Infantry  Division  for  Period  Ending 
30  April  1968,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl)  (U) 

b.  (C)  Organization.  (Organizational  Structure  -  refer  to  Inolosure 
la.  Location  of  Units  -  refer  to  Inolosure  1b.) 

(1)  In  addition  to  the  three  brigades  of  the  9th  Inf  Div,  the  Royal 
Thai  Army  Volunteer  Regiment  (RTAVR)  remained  OPGON  to  the  division  during 
the  quarter;  and  Task  Force  Forsyth  and  Task  Force  Funston,  provisional 
headquarters  formed  by  the  division,  continued  with  the  responsibility  of 
the  defense  of  Camp  Martin  Cox  (YS  1799)  and  Dong  Tam  Base  Camp  (XS  4143) 
respectively.  On  18  Feb  68  the  2-3  Inf,  199th  Light  Inf  Bde  became  OFCON 
to  the  division.  This  battalion  was  further  placed  OPCON  to  the  3d  Bde 
for  operations  in  Gia  Dinh  Province,  south  of  Saigon. 

(2)  Organizational  changes  that  have  occurred  since  the  last  Opera¬ 
tion  Report  -  Lessons  Learned  (ORLL)  was  submitted: 

(a)  On  31  Jan  68  a  Division  Forward  Command  Post  was  established  at 
Dong  Tam  Base  Camp  (XS  4143)  in  Dinh  Tuong  Province  and  has  remained  fully 
operational  as  a  tactical  operations  center  to  date.  This  displacement 
was  necessitated  by  the  Viet  Cong/North  Vietnam  Army  (VC/NVA)  Tet  Cam¬ 
paign  attacks  on  major  province  and  district  capitals  within  the  IV  Corps 
Tactical  Zone,  in  particular  the  cities  of  My  Tho,  Vinh  Long,  Ben  Tre,  and 
Can  Tho.  In  response  to  the  Tet  Olfensive,  the  5-60  Inf  (M)  became  CPCON 
to  Task  Force  Ware  on  31  Jan  68  for  operations  in  Gia  Dinh  Province.  On 
1  Feb  68  increased  enemy  activity  occurred  near  the  city  of  Ben  Tre,  Dinh 
Tuong  Province, and  elements  of  the  3d  Bde  were  inserted  into  the  area. 

The  2-39  Inf  was  placed  OPCON  to  the  3d  Bde  until  4  Feb  68.  .  In  mid  Feb 
the  Forward  Command  Post  was  reduced  in  personnel  with  the  CG  and  key 
staff  members  returning  to  Camp  Martin  Cox  (YS  1799)}  however,  the  Forward 
Command  Post  continued  to  function  as  a  tactical  operations  center  under 
the  command  of  BG  William  A.  Knowlton,  Assistant  Division  Commander.  On 
10  Feb  68  the  1st  Bde  conducted' an  airlift  of  headquarters  elements  from 
Camp  Martin  Cox  (YS  1799)  to  Dong  Tam  Base  Camp  (XS  4143)  and  assumed 
OPCON  of  the  5-60  Inf.  The  purpose  of  this  displacement  was  to  conduct 
clearing  and  roadrunner  operations  on  Highway  QL  4  from  the  junction  of 
Highway  LTL  6A  west  to  Cai  Lay,  Task  Force  Forsyth  assumed  the  RILEY  mis¬ 
sion  in  the  Bien  Hoa  Province  with  the  2-47  Inf  (M)  as  its  maneuver  element. 
On  18  Feb  68  the  3d  Bde  assumed  OPCON  of  the  4-39  Inf 'from  the  1st  Bde  and 
the  2-3d  Inf  from  the  199th  Light  Inf  Bde  to  conduct  operations  in  Gia 
Dinh  Province.  The  2-60  Inf  became  OFCON  to  the  iBt  Bde  on  7  >lar  68,  and 
the  9th  Inf  Div  with  elements  of  the  1st  and  2d  Bdes  initiated  Operation 
TRUONG  CONG  DINH  in  Dinh  Tuong  Province.  Once  again  the  Division  Forward 
at  Dong  Tam  (XS  4143)  became  a  fully  staffed  tactical  operations  center 
with  the  CG  returning  to  direct  this  operation.  The  division  was  directed 
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SUBJECT:  operational  Report  of  9th  Infantry  Division  for  Period  Ending 
30  April  1968,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl)  (U) 

by  COMUSMACV  to  begin  Operation  DUONG  CUA  LAN  (PEOPLE'S  ROAD)  on  16  Mar 
66.  The  let  Bde  with  three  maneuver  battalions,  the  2-39  Inf,  2-60  Inf 
and  5-60  Inf,  vas  selected.  On  24  Mar  68  the  Division  Forward  was  again 
reduced  in  strength  with  the  Commanding  General  returning  to  Camp  Kartm 
Cox  (XS  1799),  The  organizational  arrangement  lasted  until  19  Apr  68 
when  5-60  Inf  (M)  returned  to  OPCON  3d  Bde, 

(b)  On  31  Mar  68  the  9th  Inf  Div  received  the  advance  party  of  the 
6-3I st  Inf  (four  rifle  companies)  designated  by  COMU^ACV  to  be  assign¬ 
ed  to  the  9th  Inf  Div.  The  first  increment  of  the  main  body  arrived  on 
3  Apr  68  with  the  battalion  closing  Camp  Martin  Cox  (YS  1799)  on  7  Apr 
68,  The  division  initiated  aotion  to  integrate  the  battalion  into  the 
9th  Inf  Div  by  conducting  orientation,  acclimation,  and  indoctrination 
training.  The  battalion  completed  this  training  on  24  Apr  68,  at  which 
time  it  participated  in  its  first  operation  OPCON  to  Task  Force  Tower 
in  Bien  Hoa  Province,  On  27  Apr  68  the  6- 31st  Inf  became  OPCON  to  the 
3d  Bde  as  brigade  mobile  reserve, 

(c)  Other  organizational  changes  that  have  oocured  during  this 
quarters  The  9th  MI  Det  and  19th  ME  Let,  18th  and  19th  PI  Let  and  39th 
Cml  Det  were  assigned  to  the  9th  Inf  Div  effective  15  Rob  68.  The  65th 
Inf  Pit  (CT)  waa  assigned  effective  15  Feb  68  by  USAKV  GO  821  dtd  21  Feb 
68.  Effective  15  Feb  66  the  47th  MH  Det  was  assigned  on  USARV  GO  526. 

These  units  were  formerly  attached  to  the  division. 

c.  (U)  Personnel  and  Administration. 

(1)  General  data:  See  Inclosure  4  for  information  and  statistical 
data  concerning  the  following: 

(a)  Maintenance  of  Unit  Strength. 

(b)  Personnel  Management. 

(c)  Development  and  Maintenance  of  Morale. 

(d)  Maintenance  of  Discipline,  Law  and  Order. 

(2)  Significant  Activities: 

(a)  Adjutant  General: 

1_  The  Adjutant  General  Service  Unit  was  established  on  1  Apr  68 
under  the  operational  control  of  the  Personnel  Services  Division.  This 
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unit  was  organized  in  preparation  f«.  ;  the  ohange  from  the  preaent  re¬ 
porting  system  to  the  FERMACAP  Reporting  System  effective  1  May  68. 

£  The  large  -number  of  casualties  sustained  and  replacements  re¬ 
ceived  as  a  result  of  the  Tet  Offensive  caused  primary  attention  during 
this  period  to  be  focused  on  actions  required  to  process  these  personnel. 
Every  fac'.-t  of  the  AG  operation  was  affected!  however,  the  greatest  im¬ 
pact  was  in  the  following  areas) 

a  Casualty  reporting. 

b  Assignment  and  inprooessing  of  replacements. 

£  Review  and  preparation  of  awards  and  decorations. 

(b)  Judge  Advooate  General: 

J.  Courts  and  Boards  Clerks  Meeting.  During  thiB  quarter  meetings 
were  held  at  the  Office  of  the  Staff  Judge  Advooate  for  courts  and 
boards  personnel  from  the  various  oommands  exercising  special  court- 
martial  jurisdiction.  The  clerks  were  briefed  on  various  aubjeots  per¬ 
taining  to  military  justice  activities.  Emphasis  was  placed  on  use  of 
Article  13,  UCMJ,  administrative  procedures  in  disposing  of  court- 
martial  charges  by  summary  and  apeoial  court-martial,  end  actions  re¬ 
quired  by  units  in  cases  where  trial  by  general  court-martial  is  recom¬ 
mended.  Increased  quality  in  the  administrative  preparation  of  ccees 
submitted  to  this  headquarters  since  these  initial  briefings  has  been 
noted. 

2  Courtroom-  In  April  1968  a  new  courtroom  for  general  courts- 
martial  was  completed  to  include  wall  paneling  and  air  conditioning. 

The  well  paneling  has  allowed  for  more  thorough  trials  with  fewer  in¬ 
terruptions  by  eliminating  outside  noiee  from  generators  and  helicopters. 
Visiting  law  officers  have  commented  favorably  on  the  courtroom,  indica¬ 
ting  that  it  is  one  of  the  finest  in  Vietnam, 

2.  Claims.  Since  the  Tet  Pffensive  numerous  claims  were  made  re¬ 
sulting  from  the  destruction  of  personal  property  lost  in  billets  which 
were  either  partially  or  completely  destroyed  during  hostile  actions. 
These  claims  were  expeditiously  processed  by  dispatching  claims  teams 
from  the  Office  of  the  Staff  Judge  Advocate,  to  assist  unit  claim's 
officers  at  the  site  of  the  destruction.  Claimants  were  placed  in  groupa 
and  instructed  in  the  preparation  and  completion  of  appropriate  claim's 
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forme,  thus  eliminating  many  of  the  errors  normally  found  in  a  claim 
file.  As  a  result  of  these  claim's  teams,  over  302  personal  claims  were 
received  by  the  Office  of  the  Staff  Judge  Advooate  during  this  period. 

Of  th.se,  200  were  processed. 

(c)  Surgeon:  During  this  quarter  a  program  entitled  "Operation 
SATE STEP"  whs  implemented  to  reduce  the  incident  rate  of  foot  problems 
among  troops  on  combat  operations  in  the  Mekong  Delta.  The  majority  of 
these  foot  problem?  have  been  attributed  to  prolonged  operations  in  inun¬ 
dated  terrain.  'Operation  SAITBSTEP  Involves  the  following: 

J.  Continued  use  of  proven  preventive  measures. 

2.  Treatment  and  prophylaxis  utilizing  old  and  new  drugs. 

.i  Testing  of  new  equipment  and  clothing,  i.e.  the  specially  de¬ 
signed  Paddy  Boot,  nylon  mesh  boot  aocka,  eta.  With  the  advent  of  the 
rainy  season,  this  equipment  will  undergo  a  thorough  teat.  Unit  surgeons 
have  been  responsible  for  implementation  of  the  program  at  unit  level. 

However,  command  emphasis  down  to  squad  leader  level  has  been  the  ostensi¬ 
ble  reason  behind  the  success  of  the  program  to  date. 

(d)  Provost  Marshal.  During  this  quarter  9th  Inf  Div  Military 
Polioe,  given  operational  control  over  GVN  National  Police,  AHVN,  and 
con-divisional  American  military  policemen,  played  a  very  significant 
role  in  Operation  DUONG  CUA  DAN  (PEOPLE'S  ROAD).  The  efficient  handling 
of  traffic  and  defile  control  points  made  it  possible  for  an  average  of 
1200  vehicles  per  day  to  use  the  highway.  In  addition,  joint  population 
and  resources  control  points  also  established  by  the  MP's  contributed 
greatly  toward  i'hibiting  the  daylight  movement  of  the  Viet  Cong  along 
Highway  QL  4  and  other  major  routes.  During  the  last  three  months,  the 
military  police  have  also  participated  in  many  psychological  operations 
and  civic  action  programs  conducted  by  divisional  units. 

(d)  Chaplain;  During  Easter,  Holy  Week  and  FaBsover,  the  division 
conducted  a  total  of  161  services:  33  Catholic,  100  Protestant,  and  8 
Jewish.  Despite  heavy  operational  commitments,  6,970  persons  were  able 
to  attend  these  services. 

(f)  Red  Cross!  On  10  Apr  68,  a  Bed  Cross  sub-office  was  opened  at 
Tan  An  to  provide  Red  Cross  services  to  3d  Bde  personnel  in  that  area. 

This  has  provided  a  more  effective  Red  Cross  Program  within  the  3d  Bde 
area  by  greatly  reducing  the  amount  of  time  required  to  handle  individual 
cases. 
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d0  (C)  Intelligence, 

(l)  Discussion  and  Recapitulation  of  Enemy  Order  of  Battle  (See 
Inclosure  5  for  Enemy  Unit  Locations), 

(a)  Discussion, 

_1_  Since  the  Tet  Offensive  the  enemy  has  increased  the  fire  power 
capability  within  his  units.  His  resupply  of  arms  and  ammunition  lies 
steadily  been  replacing  the  older  series  with  a  new,  modern  and  sophis¬ 
ticated  one,  Almost  all  battalions  are  fully  equipped  with  AK-47'b. 

The  number  of  RPG-2  and  RPG-7  rocket  launchers  per  unit  has  increased. 

The  ratio  of  RPG-7' s  to  FPG-25s  has  increased.  Camp  Martin  Cox  received 
120ohji  mortar  and  12201m  rocket  fire  for  the  first  time  on  28  Feb  6fc.  Dong 
Tam  base  camp  frequently  received  120m, m  mortar  fire  since  the  Tet  Offensive. 
The  VC  altered  their  tactics  in  that  attacks  by  fire  during  daylight  hours 
were  increased  to  prevent  the  detection  of  their  firing  positions.  There 
have  been  reports  that  the  VC  have  122mm  rockets  in  Dinh  Tuong  Province, 
but  no  rockets  have  been  used  against  allied  forces  in  that  area. 

In  Dinh  Tuong  Province  of  VC  Militaiy  Region  (MR)  II,  there  has 
been  a  reorganization  of  the  enemy  tactical  command  structure.  MR  II  has 
organized  at  least  two  "Mobile  Battle  Groups”  The  composition  of  these 
"Battle  Groups"  is  not  clear,  but  it  is  believed  that  they  consist  of  at 
least  two  battalions  and  weapon  support  units.  These  appear  to  be  tail¬ 
ored  to  assure  a  proper  balance  of  ground  forces  and  combat  support. 

i  There  are  several  new  units  within  the  9th  Inf  Div  TAOI.  The 
265  Main  Force  (MF)  Battalion  was  formed  as  early  as  Jul  67  but  was  net 
confirmed  until  March  68.  It  operated  in  Dinh  Tuong  Province  until 
April  when  it  moved  into  central  Long  An  Frovince.  The  K-J  MF  Bn  is 
believed  to  have  participated  in  an  attack  against  US  Forces  at  Tan  An 
in  Long  An  Province  on  10  Feb  68,  This  unit  was  formerly  the  3d  Bn  of 
the  Dong  Nai  Regt,  northern  Bien  Hoa  Province,  This  battalion  is  still 
believed  to  be  located  in  Long  An  Province,  The  Fhu  Loi  II  Bn  formerly 
opereting  in  northwestern  Bleu  Hos  Province  has  been  contacted  and 
identified  through  documents  and  FW9s,  This  battalion  is  currently 
believed  to  be  operating  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Long  An/Cia  Dinh  Province 
boundary.  Southeast  of  Camp  Martin  Cox,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Bien 
Hoa/Long  Khanh/Phuoc  Tuy  Province  boundaries,  an  artillery  battalion  has 
been  identified  as  K-34,  It  is  believed  to  have  entered  ^he  area  approxi¬ 
mately  1  Apr  68. 
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4,  In  order  to  replenish  the  tremendous  losses  suffered  during  the 
Tet  Offensive,  the  VC  made  a  massive  effort  to  locally  recruit  personnel. 

They  have  not  been  able  to  recruit  sufficient  people  to  accomplish  this, 
even  though  they  have  resorted  to  force.  An  increasing  number  of  VC  unit 
replacements  Are  North  Vietnamese  Army  (NVA)  personnel. 

5.  In  order  to  have  larger  oombat  units  and  have  them  controlled  at 
a  higher  echelon,  the  VC  have  begun  to  upgrade  some  of  their  units. 

£,  In  Thu  Thua  District,  Long  An  Province,  it  is  believed  that  cadre 
taken  from  the  C312  Local  Ferae  Company  and  local  guerrillas  were  used 
to  form  three  new  local  force  companies,  Cl,  C2,  C3.  The  existence  of 
Cl  and  C3  was  confirmed  by  a  captured  document  that  assigned  each  a  letter 
box  number  effective  18  Apr  68.  There  haye  been  agent  reports  indicating 
that  the  remainder  of  the  local  force  companies  in  Long  An  Province  intend 
to  do  the  same. 

b  The  Long  An  Sector  Advisor  reported  that  documents  taken  from  a 
VC  body  on  13  Apr  68  stated  that  a  Sapper  Company,  code  number  S785,  was 
located  south  of  Ben  Luc  (XS  602692).  This  company  has  a  30  nan  highway 
engineer  section  and  a  34  man  water  engineer  section. 

0,  A  captured  document  stated  that  three  new  local  force  companies 
were  to  be  formed  in  Nhon  Traoh  and  Long  Thanh  Districts,  Blen  Hoa 
Provinoe.  There  has  been  no  confirmation  of  this. 

d  A  PV,  the  executive  offioer  of  the  462  LF  Co  (Cai  Lay  District, 

Dinh  Tuong  Province)  stated  on  25  Apr  that  the  entire  company  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  514C  Bn.  At  that  time  a  recruiting  oampaign  was  under 
way  to  get  personnel  to  replace  the  462  LF  Co. 

e,  In  Dinh  Tuong  and  Co  Cong  Provinces  new  unitB  have  been  formed. 

It  is  believed  that  a  "new"  261  MF  Bn  was  formed  with  cadre  from  the 
"old"  261  MF  Bn,  new  recruits,  and  some  infiltrators  from  the  NVA.  Order 
of  Battle  accepts  261A  and  261B  Main  Force  Battalions  based  primarily 
upon  FW  reports. 

f,  It  is  believed  that  there  are  three  514  Bna  operating  principally 
in  Dinh  Tuong  and  Co  Cong  Provisoes.  The  exact  time  and  method  of  their 
formation  is  not  known.  In  March  68  there  were  PW’s  that  stated  that 
they  were  from  514®  Bn.  During  this  time  agent  reports  consistently 
reported  the  514  LF  Bri  in  both  eastern  and  western  Dinh  Tuong  Province 
at  the  same  time.  A  Boi  Chanh  who  rallied  to  ARVN  elements  in  Cai  Lay 
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District,  Dinh  Tuong  Province  on  21  Apr  68  stated  that  he  was  from  the 
514C  Bn.  A  IV  stated  on  25  Apr  68  that  the  old  Cai  Lay  District  Company 
was  transferred  to  the  5140  Bn  on  an  unknown  date. 

&  A  IV  who  was  the  CO  3d  Co,  263  MF  Bn  stated  on  13  Mar  68  that  he 
had  heard  that  there  were  plans  to  form  a  263B  Bn  and  that  recruitment 
was  to  be  in  Dinh  Tuong  Provinces  A  IV  on  6  Apr  68  stated  that  he  was 
from  the  263B  Bn  and  hie  platoon'  was  being  transferred  to  the  514  If  Bn. 
He  stated  at  that  time  the  263B  HP  Bn  was  located  near  Go  Cong,  No  fur¬ 
ther  information  has  been  received  pertaining  to  that  unit. 

h  In  north-oentral  Bien  Hoa  Province,  it  is  believed  that  the  274th 
VC  Regt  has  received  replacement  personnel  from  the  D/251  infiltration 
group.  It  is  believed  that  this  group  will  form  another  battalion  to 
replaoe  the  2d  Bn  which  is  currently  believed  to  be  operating  in  Thu  Due 
District,  Gia  Dinh  Province.  Analysis  of  captured  documents  revealed 
that  D/251  is  possibly  a  oode  name  for  the  4th  NVA  Sapper  Bn.  If  this 
is  true,  the  combat  effectiveness  of  the  274th  VC  Regt  has  increased 
significantly. 

(b)  Recapitulation. 


UNIT 

STRENGTH 

EFFECTIVENESS 

WEAPONS 

5th  VC  Div 

3300 

Marginally  Combat 
Effective 

Equipped  with  new 
scries  of  wpns 

274  MF  Regt 

1000 

Combat  Effective 

Equipped  with  new 
series  of  wpns 

275  MF  Regt 

1200 

Combat  Effective 

Equipped  with  new 
series  of  wpns 

Dong  Nai  Regt 

1800 

Combat  Effective 

Equipped  with  new 
series  of  wpns 

GP  84  Rear  Services 

Unk 

Unk 

Unk 

D440  MF  Bn 

320 

Marginally  Combat 
Effective 

Majority  equipped 
with  new  series 
of  wpns 
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D445  MF  Bn 

250 

Marginally  Combat 
Effective 

Majority  equipped 
with  new  series 
of  wpns. 

K-34  Arty  Bn 

Unk 

Combat  Effective 

122mm  Rockets 

4th  LF  Bn 

200 

Marginally  Combat 
Effective 

Majority  believed 
to  be  equipped 
with  new  series 
of  wpns. 

Doan  10 

500 

Marginally  Combat 
Effective 

Majority  equipped 
with  hew  series 
of  wpns.  Good 
mining  capability 

2d  Ind  Bn 

270 

Marginally  Combat 
Effective 

Majority  equipped 
with  new  series 
of  wpns. 

5th  LF  Bn 

240 

Marginally  Combat 
Effective 

Majority  equipped 
with  new  series 
of  wpns. 

506th  LF  Bn 

250 

Marginally  Combat 
Effective 

Equipped  with 
new  Beries  of 
wpns. 

6th  LF  Bn 

150 

Non  Combat 
Effeotive 

Equipped  with  new 
series  of  wpns. 

Phu  Loi  11  Bn 

200 

Marginally  Combat 
Effective 

Equipped  with  new 
family  of  wpns. 

K-3  MF  Bn 

350 

Combat  Effective 

Believed  to  be 
equipped  with  new 
series  of  wpns. 

265  MF  Bn 

300 

Combat  Effective 

Equipped  with 
new  series  of 
wpns. 
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261A  MF  Bn 

350 

Combat  Effective 

Majority  equipped 
with  new  series 
of  wpns. 

261B  NF  Bn 

250 

Marginally  Combat 
Effective 

Partially  equip¬ 
ped  with  new 
series  of  wpns. 

263  MF  Bn 

400 

Combat  Effective 

Majority  equipped 
with  new  series 
of  wpns. 

514A  LF  Bn 

300 

Combat  Effective 

Mejority  equipped 
with  new  series 
of  wpns. 

514B  LF  Bn 

100 

Non  Combat 
Effective 

Mixture  of  old  & 
new  series  of 
wpns. 

314C  LF  Bn 

Unk 

Unk 

Unk 

5 16  LF  Bn 

270 

Combat  Effective 

Majority  equipped 
with  new  series 
of  wpns. 

51 8  LF  Bn 

250 

Marginally  Combat 
Effective 

Fartially  equipped 
with  new  series 
of  wpns. 

267  MF  Bn 

240 

Marginally  Combat 
Effective 

Equipped  with 
new  series  of 
wpns. 

269  MF  En 

250 

Marginally  Combat 
Effective 

Equipped  with 
new  series  of 
wpns. 

(c)  Enemy  Tactics  and  Techniques. 


During  Tet  the  enemy  utilized  the  majority  of  his  major  combat 
elements  to  launch  an  all-out  offensive  against  key  US/GVN  installations, 
provincial  and  district  capitals.  It  was  apparent  that  his  objectives 
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were  to  seize  and  hold  these  installations,  at  least  temporarily,  to  gain  ? 

psychological  and  propaganda  victories  perhaps  to  be  employed  in  a  subse-  j 

quent  offer  to  negotiate  peace  terms*  The  primary  attacks  were  conducted  i 

against  Saigon,  Cholon,  Tan  Son  Nhut  Air  Base,  II  Field  Force  HQ,  III 
Corps  HQ,  and  Bien  Hoa  Air  Base.  The  Viet  Cong  offensive  failed  militar-  *  ‘ 

ily,  but  it  must  be  viewed  as  a  psychological  success. 

2  In  Sub-Region  E-4  no  major  ground  attacks  occured,  and  no  units  ’  j 

were  identified  in  contact.  The  VC  did  successfully  interdict  Highway  QL 
15o 

X  In  Sub-Region  B-J,  no  major  ground  attacks  occured,  although 
attacks  by  fire  including  mortars,  small  arms,  and  automatic  weapons  were 
conducted  throughout  the  sub-region. 

i 

4  In  Sub-Region  E-2  on  10  Feb  68,  Tan  An  came  under  a  major  ground  j 

and  indirect  fire  attack  by  an  unknown  size  force.  Later  it  was  deter¬ 
mined  that  local  forces,  personnel  from  recent  infiltration  groups  and 
probably  the  K-3  MF  Bn,  formerly  subordinate  to  the  Dong  Nai  Regt,  parti¬ 
cipated  in  the  attack.  ) 

\ 

X  In  Dinh  Tuong  Province  the  VC  attacked  the  provincial  capital  of 
My  Tho  with  a  multi-battalion  force  on  31  Jan  68. 

j 

6  The  enemy  entrenched  himself  in  the  major  urban  areas,  and  the  re- 
suit ant  fighting  created  much  property  damage  and  the  loss  of  many  inno¬ 
cent  civilian  lives.  Apparently,  the  VC  had  expected  a  popular  uprising 
to  assist  them  in  overthrowing  the  South  Vietnamese  Government.  The  pop-  } 

ular  uprising  did  not  materialize.  The  VC's  disregard  for  the  Lunar  New 
Year  Holidays,  property,  and  human  life  further  alienated  the  people  of 
South  Vietnam  from  the  VC.  I 

X  Instead  of  withdrawing  to  his  base  areas  after  being  routed  from  } 

the  cities,  his  units  remained  near  the  heavily  populated  areas.  It  was  > 

later  determined  that  he  left  only  sufficient  forces  to  maintain  pressure  : 

on  the  cities.  This  was  probably  done  so  that  allied  forces,  too,  would  , 

remain  close  to  the  cities.  This  left  the  rural  areas  relatively  free 
for  the  VC  to  recruit  personnel  and  collect  taxes.  This  was  especially  ) 

true  in  Dinh  Tuong  Province. 

{ 

,8  According  to  captured  documents,  the  VC  attempted  to  renew  their  j 

offensive  with  Phase  II  in  mid-February.  Due  to  the  acute  shortages  of  I 

personnel  and  supplies,  they  accomplished  practically  nothing. 
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2  The  VC  activity  was  then  designed  to  disrupt  the  economy*  further 
discredit  the  G7N,  and  oonvince  the  populaoe  that  the  VC  were  still  in 
control.  The  primary  method  used  in  their  attempts  was  the  interdiction 
of  primary  lines  of  oommunioation  (IOC) .  This  was  primarily  true  in  the 
rice-rioh  Delta  region.  With  the  lines  of  oommunioation  disrupted*  the 
people  were  unable  to  market  their  goods,  thus,  hurting  the  economy  and 
keeping  foodstuff  in  the  rural  areas  where  the  YC  had  easy  access  to  it. 
The  primary  target  for  interdiotion  was  Highway  QL  4»  espeoiilly  from 
My  Thuan  Ferry  (at  the  Mekong  River)  east  to  the  junction  of  Highway  QL  4 
and  Highway  LTL  6A  (northwest  of  My  Tho).  This  ares  was  probably  select¬ 
ed  beoause  of  the  large  amount  of  civilian  traffic,  large  amount  of  pro¬ 
duce  transported*  and  beoause  the  VC  had  numerous  waterways  for  their  own 
travel. 


10  For  these  interdiotions  they  increased  the  use  of  their  sapper 
units.  The  local  guerrillas  were  used  to  sine*  orater  and  blook  the  high¬ 
ways  but  had  the  teohnioal  advice  and  muni ti one  support  of  sapper  person¬ 
nel.  Larger  destruction  taskB,  such  as  the  bridge  at  Can  Giouc  (XS  3573) 
on  Highway  I/TL  JA,  were  probably  oarried  out  solely  by  sapper  unite.  The 
Can  Giouo  Bridge  was  blown  at  the  end  of  February  and  is  still  100^  im¬ 
passable  to  vehioular  traffic.  The  VC  has  increased  his  water  mining 
capability  and  river  ambushes  in  the  Mekong  River  area. 

(2)  Enemy  Losses 


m 

2938 

DETAINEES 

2300 

FW's 

203 

CHI ED  HOI 

3 

CREW-SERVED  WEAPONS  (C/S) 

117 

SMALL  ARMS  (SA) 

268 

AMMO 

394699 

MINES 

9232 

GRAIN  (IN  TONS) 

78.93 
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SAMPANS 

598 

STRUCTURES 

1054 

BUNKERS 

6819 

(3)  Intelligence  Sources  and  Agencies. 

(a)  Progress  continued  during  the  reporting  period  in  the  identifi¬ 
cation  of  members  of  the  Viet  Cong  infrastructure  operating  within  the 
division  TAOI.  A  total  of  617  personalities  were  added  to  the  Counter¬ 
intelligence  (Cl)  Section's  blacklist.  Of  this  total;  230  were  identi¬ 
fied  in  Bien  Hoa  Province,  176  in  Long  An  Province,  136  in  Dinh  Tuong 
Province;  39  in  Kien  Phong  Province,  16  in  Kien  Hoa  Province,  11  in  Go 
Cong  Province,  and  9  in  Kien  Tuong  Province.  These  61 7  political  person¬ 
alities  inoluded  133  military  intelligence  cadre  and  agents,  }2  commo- 
liaison  agents,  63  finance  and  economy  cadre,  37  proselyting  cadre,  68 
military-political  offioers,  4  supply  cadre,  and  280  local  Viet  Cong 
government  leaders  and  party  secretaries,  Viet  Cong  propagandists  in 
Long  An  and  Dinh  Tuong  Provinces  continued  their  campaign  to  discredit  US 
and  GVN  political  programs,  to  rally  local  residents  to  the  Viet  Cong 
cause,  and  to  capitalize  on  the  results  achieved  during  Tet,  Viet  Cong 
intelligence  cadre  continued  their  efforts  to  gain  information  on  FVMAF 
operating  within  the  divisional  TaOI,  specifically  to  include  elements  of 
the  9th  Inf  Div,  Five  such  Viet  Cong  agents  directly  targeted  againat 
divisional  elements  in  Tan  An  continued  to  be  subjects  of  covert  counter¬ 
intelligence  operations.  Viet  Cong  intelligence  alao  increased  their  use 
of  penetration  agents.  They  appeared  to  be  concentrating  their  efforts  in 
the  use  of  ARVN  soldiers  and  local  indigenous  laborers.  However,  no  such 
penetration  agents  were  specifically  identified  as  operating  on  any  of  the 
9th  Inf  Div  base  camps  at  Bearcat,  Dong  Tam,  and  Tan  An, 

(b)  During  the  quarter,  the  number  of  confidential  informants  report¬ 
ing  to  the  Cl  Section  increased  to  37,  This  number  included  18  coded  in¬ 
formants,  12  uncoded  casual  informants,  and  7  installation  informants. 
Liaison  with  35  US  and  Allied  intelligence  and  government  agencies  result¬ 
ed  in  an  average  flow  of  approximately  1500  intelligence  reports  per  month 
into  the  division, 

(o)  Modifications  were  made  in  the  Cl  Section's  blacklist  distributed 
to  division  S2'b,  Previous  to  the  reporting  period,  all  names  reported  to 
the  Cl  Seotion  of  Viet  Cong  Infrastructure  (VCI)  and  guerrilla  personali¬ 
ties  were  included  in  the  blacklist  regardless  of  their  rank  or  position 
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as  long  as  they  were  operating  in  the  division  s  TA0I>  ThiB  resulted  in 
an  average  input  tc  the  blacklist  of  about  1000  nsmeB  per  month.  Six 
months  of  usage  shoved  that  the  blacklist  was  rapidly  becoming  quite 
large  and  therefore  cumbersome  and  unused  due  to  the  necessity  for  pub¬ 
lishing  it  on  ths  large  11"  by  15"  machine  records  printout*  No  changes 
were  possible  in  the  size  of  the  machine  printout #  and  no  other  system 
thAn  that  of  ADP  was  feasible  in  view  of  the  limited  speoial  agent  re¬ 
sources  available  for  maintaining  the  blacklist?  so  the  criteria  for  add¬ 
ing  names  to  the  list  was  re-evaluated.  A  new  criteria  was  established 
whereby  only  the  names  of  leading  personalities  in  the  VCI  from  the  ham¬ 
let  level  on  up  operating  in  the  division's  TAOI  were  included*  This 
eliminated  the  inclusion  of  hamlet  and  village  guerrillaa  in  the  black¬ 
list  as  well  as  many  low  level  Viet  Cong  personalities  who*  though  re¬ 
siding  within  our  TA01r  were  in  areas  where  elements  of  the  division  Bel- 
dom  conducted  any  operations  against  the  VCI.  The  new  criteria  resulted 
in  a  decrease  of  the  average  input  per  month  during  the  reporting  period 
to  205  names  per  month  and  an  increase  in  the  number  of  blacklists  re¬ 
quested  each  month  by  unit  and  non-divisional  S2's»  In  addition  a  system 
of  in-depth  dossiers  on  selected  villages  and  hamlets  located  in  the  high 
priority  areas  immediately  surrounding  each  of  the  division's  three  base 
camps  at  Bearcat?  Dong  Tamt  and  Tan  An  was  established  within  the  section. 
Each  dossier  included  all  information  acquired  on  Viet  Cong  activities 
and  personnel  operating  within  that  village  or  hamlet  to  include  both  low 
level  VCI  and  guern.Ha  personalities.  The  two  systems?  together?  the 
new  broadbased  but  less  cumbersome  counterintelligence  blacklist  covering 
the  entire  TAOI  published  for  the  use  of  unit  S2's  and  the  in-depth  vil¬ 
lage  and  hamlet  dossiers  maintained  for  the  use  of  counterintelligence 
collection  and  reaction  personnel  appeared  to  provide  a  more  effective 
means  of  supporting  that  part  of  the  division's  mission  to  identify  and 
neutralize  members  of  the  VCI. 

(d)  During  the  reporting  period t  there  w«6  an  expansion  of  the  week¬ 
ly  G2/S2  intelligence  planning  conference  held  by  the  division  G2  at 
Bearcat*  In  addition  to  the  division's  major  subordinate  unit  S2!Ss,  at¬ 
tendance  was  enlarged  to  include  representatives  of  the  following  FWMAFS 
ARVN  and  GVN  agencies’ 

1  18th  Inf  Div  (ARVN)  -  Xuan  Loc. 


2  7th  Inf  Di’-  (.ARVN)  -  My  Tho. 

2  1st  Australian  Task.  Force  -  Nul  Date 
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4,  Bien  Hoa  Sector. 

%  Long  Khanh  Seotor. 

(e)  This  conference  has  proved  to  be  an  excellent  vehicle  for  the 
vis-a-vis  exchange  of  intelligence  and  for  the  joint  development  of  tar¬ 
gets  for  strike  or  surveillance  operations.  Not  only  has  the  conference 
furthered  the  exohange  of  intelligence,  but  it  has  also  assisted  in  bring¬ 
ing  the  enemy  situation  into  perspective  throughout  the  division's  sprawl¬ 
ing  tactical  area  of  interest. 

(4)  Long  Range  Patrol  (IRP)  Activities. 

(a)  The  LRP  employed  nine  (9)  Provincial  Reconnaissance  Unit  (IRU) 
Scouts  and  found  them  to  be  highly  qualified  for  reconnaissanoe  missions. 
Their  knowledge  of  the  terrain  and  VC  methods  of  activity  has  been  valua¬ 
ble  to  IRP  operations.  PRU's  are  integrated  into  LRP  teams  and  also 
operate  as  PRU  heavy  teams.  PRU's  have  developed  a  high  degree  of  esprit,. 
Their  English  is  limited  but  is  being  overcome  by  training  within  the  IRP 
Company.  PRU's  have  the  additional  advantage  of  interpreting  overheard 
VC  conversations  while  on  trail  watch  and  if  spotted  by  the  VC  have  been 
considered  friendly. 

(b)  The  IRP  sustained  3  combat  fatalities  during  the  period  for  a 
total  loss  of  4  US  KHA  sinoe  Jun  67  when  the  unit  was  formed. 

(c)  The  IRP  accumulated  74  VC  KIA  (BC)  during  the  period  as  opposed 
to  49  VC  KIA  (BC)  during  the  previous  reporting  period, 

(d)  New  methods  of  operation  were  devised,  and  the  concept  of  LRP 
operations  in  the  Delta  region  was  realized.  Inserting  into  and  extract¬ 
ing  from  an  AO  using  Navy  River  Patrol  Boats  (PBR)  has  proven  to  be  most 
successful.  The  length  of  stay  in  the  majority  of  LRP  AO's  in  the  Delta 
haB  been  less  than  24  hours  because  of  lack  of  concealment  and  dense 
population. 

(e)  Several  successful  joint  operations  were  conducted  with  Navy 
SEAL  teams. 

(3)  Aerial  Reconnaissance  and  Surveillance. 

(a)  Night  visual  reconnaissance  missions  have  increased  in  quantity 
and  were  enhanced  in  quality  with  the  aid  of  night  observation  devices 
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(MOB).  These  devises  are  particularly  suited  for  detecting  waterway  and 
highway  traffic. 

(b)  Personnel  Detector  (people  sniffer)  missions  diminished  due  to 
higher  priorities  on  aircraft  and  operations  in  the  Delta  region.  There 
were  a  total  of  13  missions  flown  over  the  three  month  period. 

(o)  The  Imagery  Interpretation  Section  accomplished  the  following 
during  the  reporting  period!  60  aerial  photography  missions  were  re¬ 
ceived,  processed  and  Interpreted.  From  these  photo  missions  a  total  of 
39  Imagery  Interpretation  Reports  were  prepared  and  distributed.  In 
response  to  specif io  requests ,  the  section  prepared  16  photo  mosiaos,  46 
defense  overlays  and  two  special  studies.  The  section  also  flew  47 
visual  reconnaissance  missions  and  13  Personnel  Detection  missions. 

(d)  Tet  Offensive?  During  the  period  30  Jan  to  10  Feb  685  there 
was  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  visual  reoonnaissance  misoions 
flown.  Nineteen  missions  were  flown  during  this  period.  There  was. 
however;,  a  sharp  decrease  in  photographic  missions  processed  and  reports 
disseminated  due  to  the  disruption  of  photo  deliveries  .cm  Det  A.  1st 
MI  Bn  (ARS)  and  the  Air  Foroe* 

(6)  Weather  and  Terrain.  Weather  had  very  little  adverse  effect 
during  the  reporting  period.  Trafficability  reached  itB  peak  and  will 
worsen  as  the  wet  season  approaches.  The  most  adverse  effects  which 
hampered  air  movement  were  the  early  morning  fog  and  dust  on  the  landing 
zones.  Foot  troops  experienced  some  difficulty  in  maintaining  stealth 
and  concealment  in  the  jungle  areas  because  of  dryness. 

(7)  Enemy  Capabilities,  Vulnerabilities,  and  Probable  Courses  of 
Aotion. 

(a)  The  enemy’s  firepower  capability  has  increased  significantly 
because  of  the  continued  introduction  of  better  weapons  in  increased 
numbers  tc  the  local  guerrillas.  In  so  far  as  his  personnel  strengths 
are  concerned,  the  enemy  suffered  substantial  losses  during  the  report¬ 
ing  period;  however,  he  has  continually  striven  to  overcome  this  by  a 
concerted  program  of  impressing  civilians  into  his  ranks  and  the  inte¬ 
gration  of  local  force  and  guerrilla  elements  into  hie  main  fores  units. 
In  some  cases,  such  as  in  Dinh  Tuong  Province,  the  Viet  Cong  battalions 
have  been  fragmented,  providing  nuclei  around  which  new  battalions  were 
formed,  /.n  example  of  this  is  the  formation  of  the  514A,  314B,  and  5MC 
Battalions,  which  were  made  up  of  newly  impressed  personnsl  and  inte¬ 
grated  units. 
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(b)  In  all  provinces  of  the  division's  TAOI,  the  enemy  is  capable 
of  mounting  mul ci-battalion  attacks  againBt  targets  of  his  choosing. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  total  number  of  VC  battalions  opera¬ 
ting  in  the  TAOI,  and  the  identification  of  two  new  units  in  Bien  Ho* 
Province  significantly  increases  the  capability  to  conduct  special  type 
operations.  These  unite  are  the  K-34  NVA  Artillery  Battalion  and  the  4th 
NVA  Sapper  Battalion,  In  addition,  intelligence  indioatea  the  formation 
of  a  sapper  battalion  in  Sub-Region  E-2,  The  enemy's  most  significant 
vulnerability  lies  in  the  faot  that  to  attack  the  targets  which  he  has 
chosen  as  objectives,  he  must  mass  his  forces,  increasing  his  vulnerabil¬ 
ity  to  allied  firepower.  Based  upon  an  analysis  of  all  recent  intelli¬ 
gence,  the  enemy's  most  probable  oourse  of  action  is  a  renewal  of  his  of¬ 
fensive,  striking  fewer,  more  carefully  eeleoted  and  reconnoited  targets 
than  during  his  Tet  Campaign, 

e.  (C)  Operations, 

(1)  There  were  a  total  of  twelve  major  operations  either  completed 
or  in  proceee  by  the  9th  Inf  Div  during  the  period  1  Peb  -  30  Apr  68, 
Highlights  included  counter  operations  to  the  VC  Tet  Offensive  and  the 
termination  of  Operations  KITTYHAWK  and  ENTERPRISE  after  more  than  one 
year  of  continuous  combat  resulting  in  tremendous  strides  in  the  pacifi¬ 
cation  program.  Operations  during  the  period  30  Jan  -  10  Feb  68  resulted 
in  some  of  the  heaviest  combat  experienced  by  the  division  since  its 
arrival  in  Vietnam,  Units  were  deployed  with  minimum  advance  warning  and 
demonstrated  their  flexibility  to  operate  in  many  different  areas  and 
types  of  terrain  to  include  encounters  with  the  enemy  in  built-up  areas 
in  the  major  cities  within  the  division  TAOI, 

(2)  At  the  end  of  the  previous  reporting  period,  the  VC/NVA  forces 
had  just  commenced  their  Tet  attacks  with  multi-battalion  size  forces 
attacking  major  US/FWMAF/GVN  installations  and  province  and  district 
capitals  within  the  III  and  IV  Corps  Tactical  Zones  (CTZ),  During  the 
period  of  31  Jan  -  10  Feb  68,  the  cities  of  Bien  Boa,  Saigon,  Long  Binh, 
My  Tho,  Ben  Tre  s  Tan  An,  Vinh  Long,  and  Xuan  Loc  were  subjected  to  major 
enemy  attacks.  In  eaoh  city  elements  of  the  9th  Inf  Div,  in  coordination 
with  GVN  forces,  met  the  VC/NVA  attacks  head  on  and  drove  the  enemy  out 
of  the  cities  by  the  10th  of  Feb,  Elements  of  all  three  brigades  saw 
action  in  the  Mekong  Delta  where  the  9th  Inf  Div  is  the  only  sizeable  US 
combat  force, 

(3)  After  10  Feb  enemy  tactics  included  small  unit  actions  and  in¬ 
creased  atand-off  mortar  attaoks  on  US  installations,  major  cities  and 
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villages.  The  VC  also  increased  attacks  by  fire  and  ground  assaults  ou 
division  fire  support/ patrol  bases  (FS/PB).  On  25  Feb  elements  of  the 
263d  MF  Bn  launched  a  heavy  mortar  and  ground  attack  against  FS/PB  Jager 
(vie  XS  3549)  located  3km  west  of  Long  Dinh  along  Highway  QL  4  in  Dinh 
Tuong  Province,  On  9  Mar  the  VC  initiated  a  heavy  mortar  attack  on  FSB 
Halloran,  a  floating  artillery  base  of  the  Mobile  Riverine  Force  (MKF) 
which  was  positioned  east  of  My  Tho  (XS  5740)  ©long  the  north  bank  of  the 
My  Tho  River,  This  marked  the  first  time  that  the  VC  achieved  success  in 
attacking  this  type  of  FSB. 

(4)  From  10-29  Feb  the  9th  Inf  Div  continued  to  react  to  the  presence 
of  enemy  forces  south  of  Saigon  and  in  the  immediate  areas  around  provin¬ 
cial  and  district  capitals. 

(5)  Beginning  1  Mar  the  division  developed  plans  for  major  reconnais¬ 
sance  in  force  (RIF)  opera' '* ns  designed  to  locate,  destroy,  and  fragment 
VC  main  force  battalions  their  supporting  units  while  continuing  to 
maintain,  secure  and  open  or  lines  of  communications  -  principally 
Highway  QL  4  -  within  the  a. vision  TJOI. 

(a)  On  7  Mar,  the  1st  and  2d  Bdes  began  Operation  TRUONd  CONG  DINH 

in  coordination  with  7th  Inf  Div  (ARVN)  principally  in  Dinh  Tuong  Province 
to  drive  enemy  forces  away  from  My  Tho  and  to  eliminate  enemy  interdiction 
of  Highway  QL  4  in  the  provinces.  On  17  Mar  the  1st  Bde  commenced  Opera¬ 
tion  DUONG  CUA  DAN  (PEOFLE'S  ROAD)  to  protect  and  upgrade  Highway  QL  4  be¬ 
tween  Cai  Lay  and  the  junction  of  Highways  QL  4  and  LTL  6a  northwest  of  My 
Tho  and  to  conduct  RIF  operations  in  coordination  with  7th  Inf  Div  (ARVN) 
and  RF/FF  forces  cn  either  side  of  Highway  QL  4.  The  2d  Bde  continued 
TRUONG  CONG  DINH,  expanding  operations  into  Go  Cong  and  Kien  Hoa  Provinces. 
In  both  these  successful  operations,  emphasis  has  been  placed  on  combined 
operations  with  ARVN  and  RF/PF  units.  At  the  end  of  the  quarter,  the  2d 
Bn  Vietnamese  Marine  Corps  ( VNMC)  joined  the  2d  Bde  in  riverine  operations. 

(b)  From  ri  Mar  «  7  Apr  the  34  Pda  participated  in  Operation  QUYET 
THANG  in  Long  An  and  Gia  Dinh  Provinces  south  of  Saigon  in  cooperation  with 
Capital  Military  District  (CMD),  5th  Ranger  Gp,  25th  Inf  Div  (ARVN)  and 
provincial  and  district  forces  to  locate  and  destroy  VC/NVA  forces  threat- 
-sling  Saigon  from  the  south  and  southwest  and  to  secure  major  lines  of 
communication.  Here  again,  coordinated  operations  vj th  Vietnamese  forces 
were  stressed. 

(c)  On  Q  Apr  the  9th  Inf  Div  commenced  participation  in  Operation 
TCAiT  THANG  with  the  3d  Bde  in  Long  An  and  Gia  Dinh  Provinces,  Task  Force 
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Forsyth  and  the  Royal  Thai  Army  Volunteer  Regiment  in  Long  Thanh  and  Nhon 
Trsch  Districts,  Bien  Hoa  Province  and  western  Xuan  Loc  District,  Long 
Kbanh  Province.  These  operations  are  oonducted  in  coordination  with  23th 
and  18th  Inf  Divisions  (ARVN)  and  RF/PF  forces  c  The  purpose  of  the 
operations  is  to  locate  and  destroy  the  VC/NVA  units  in  the  vicinity  of 
Scigon/Bien  Hoa  and  to  keep  them  fragmented,  so  they  cannot  mass  for  re¬ 
newed  attacks  on  these  major  strategic  population  centers.  The  operation 
had  been  effective  to  the  end  of  the  reporting  period  in  that  the  antici¬ 
pated  renewed  VC/NVA  offensive  had  not  materialized  by  30  Apr  68. 

(6)  Operations  commencing,  continuing  and  terminating  during  the 
period  1  Feb  to  30  Apr  68  are  summarized  aa  follows: 

(a)  Operation  CORONADO  X  ( 18  Jan  68-13  Feb  68).  The  purpose  of 

ti is  operation  was  to  locate,  fix  and  destroy  the  263d  MF  Bn,  314  LF  Bn, 

and  Cai  Be  District  Forces.  On  31  Jan  the  MRF,  consisting  of  2d  Bda  Hqs, 
3-47  Inf,  and  3-60  Inf,  became  0PC05  to  the  Senior  Advisor  IV  CTZ  and 
moved  from  their  pre-Tet  positions  in  western  DLnh  Tuong  Province  to  the 
vicinity  of  My  Tho  in  response  to  multi-battalion  VC  attacks  on  that  pro¬ 
vincial  capital  city.  On  1  Feb  the  two  US  battalions  attacked  north  into 
the  city  from  the  fy  Tho  river.  They  engaged  in  battle  with  the  261, 

263,  and  263  VC  battalions  which  had  occupied  the  city.  The  MRF  and 

elements  of  the  7th  Inf  Div  (ARVH)  continued  the  battle  on  2  Feb  and  by 
mid-day  had  driven  most  of  the  VC  from  the  city.  The  MRF  accounted  for 
116  VC  KIA  -(BC)  while  7th  Inf  Div  (AHVH)  reported  408  VC  KIA.  On  4  Feb 
the  MRF  moved  to  the  vicinity  of  Vinh  Long,  provincial  capital  oity, 
where  during  the  period  5-8  Feb  they  engaged  the  306th,  308th  MF  Bns 
and  D587  IF  Bn  which  were  attempting  to  seize  the  city.  Results  of  this 
battle  of  Vinh  Long  were  138  VC  KIA,  4  KW  versus  5  OS  KHA  end  92  WHA 
(10  of  which  were  USN).  On  11  Feb  the  2d  Bde  returned  to  the  vicinity  of 
Dong  Tam  and  conducted  operations  in  the  vicinity  of  Cai  Lay  on  Highway 
QL  4c  Elements  of  2-39  Inf  and  5-60  Inf  (M)  became  0PC0N  to  the  2d  Bde 
for  this  two  day  operation.  Results  for  11-12  Feb  were  2-39th  and 
5-60th  51  VC  KIA  and  2d  Bde  33  VC  KIA.  This  operation  terminated  on  13 
Feb  68.  (See  Inolosure  13,  2d  Bde  ORLL  and  Inclosure  21,  Combat  Opera¬ 
tions  After  Action  Report,  CORONADO  X.) 

(b)  Operation  CORONADO  XI  (13  Feb  -  6  Mar  6C).  This  operation  was 
initiated  in  coordination  and  cooperation  with  the  9th  Inf  and  21st  Inf 
Divisions  (ARVN)  to  locate  and  destroy  the  303?  306,  and  509  MF  Bns  and 
Tay  Do  Bns  I  and  II,  in  the  vicinity  of  Can  Tho,  Phong  Dinh  Province,  to 
relieve  the  pressure  on  the  city  which  holds  the  headquarters  of  IV  CTZ. 
The  MRF  remained  OPCON  to  the  Senior  Advisor  IV  CTZ.  Oq  14  Feb  the  MRF 
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Bns,  5-47  Inf  and  5-60  Ini',  made  beach  landings  and  conducted  sweeps  north 
along  the  Kinh  Truong  Tien  Canal,  south  of  Can  Tho.  ARVN  elements  of  the 
9th  and  21st  Divisions  conducted  operations  north  of  the  city  sweeping  to 
the  southwest.  A/3-47  Inf  found  a  sizable  ammo  cache  in  the  morning 
including,  in  part,  460  B-40  rounds,  200  pounds  of  explcEivee,  89  120mm 
mortar  rounds,  plus  50G  pounds  of  medical  supplies.  Sporadic  contact 
was  estaolished  and  continued  in  varying  degrees  of  intensity  through 
20  Feb«  Results  for  this  period  were  MRF:  14  US  KHj\  and  75  LHA  (evac), 

VC:  82  KIA.  On  22  Feb,  in  response  to  new  intelligence,  the  MRF  and  GVN 
forces  initiated  a  riverine/airmobile  attack  in  Phong  Hiep  District, 

Phong  Dinh  Province  and  Thuan  Hoa  District,  Ba  Xuyen  Province  to  locate 
the  VC  III  MF  Headquarters.  This  riverine  movement  appeared  to  have 
caught  the  VC  by  surprise  when  B  and  C/5-47  Inf  beached  along  the  Kinh 
Lai  Rien  Canal,  vicinity  WS  8481.  The  enemy  were  in  bunkers  along  the 
canal,  but  the  fighting  ports  were  oriented  towards  the  open  rice  paddya 
and  away  from  the  canal  in  anticipation  of  airmobile  attacks.  The  VC 
became  confused  and  ran  into  the  open  fields  away  from  the  MRF  forces 
where  they  were  easy  prey  to  artillery,  gunships,  and  infantry  fires. 

The  VC  lost  60  KlA  in  this  engagement  against  negative  US  casualties. 

This  operation  in  Phong  Dinh  and  Ba  Xuyen  Provinces  marks  the  deepest 
penetration  of  US  Force-?  into  the  Mekong  Delta  to  date0  On  24  Feb  the 
MRF  conducted  a  waterborne  cordon,  search  and  clear  operation  on  the  island 
of  Cu  Lao  May  (vie  XS  0109)  Hoa  Binh  District,  Vinh  Binh  Province  which 
netted  over  450  detainees.  During  the  operation,  the  5“47  Inf  and  5-60 
Inf  conducted  MEDCAP  and  DENTCAP  operations  at  the  detainee  collection 
points.  There  was  no  enemy  contact  in  this  one-day  operation.  On  25 
Feb  the  MRF  returned  to  the  vicinity  of  Can  Tho  in  expectation  of  renewed 
VC  attacks  by  the  305,  506,  and  509  MF  Bns.  On  26  Feb,  elements  of 
5-47  Inf  and  3-60  Inf  became  heavily  engaged  approximately  seven  km  north¬ 
west  of  Can  Tho,  B/3-60  Inf  airmobiled  into  a  hot  L2,  with  significant 
damage  to  helicopters  and  maiy  wc li-d ,  C*  hr  _  ..fluents  of  the  MRF  moved 
to  support  B  Company.  The  contact  with  the  VC  in  entrenched  positions 
lasted  throughout  the  day  until  about  2200  hours.  A  sweep  of  the  battle 
area  revealed  22  VC  KIA.  US  losses  were  14  KHA  and  51  WRA.  During  the 
night  the  VC  continued  harassing  the  MRF  Bns  with  probing  attacks  and 
sniper  fire.  On  27  Feb  the  area  wsb  6wept  again  with  an  additional  40  VC 
KIA  discovered  from  the  previous  day's  contact.  B,  C,  and  E/3-6O  Inf 
found  ammo  caches  including  5  crew  served  (C/S)  weapons,  16  small  arms 
(SA),  over  15,000  rounds  of  SA  ammo,  161  RR  rounds,  193  artillery/mortar 
rounds,  plus  other  items.  Results  of  the  two  day  operation  were:  85  VC 
KIA,  22  US  KHA,  and  83  US  V/HA.  On  1  Mar  the  MRF  and  three  ARVN  Ranger 
battalions  conducted  RIF  operations  approximately  five  km  sou.hwest  of 
Can  Tho  'along  the  Rau  Ram  and  Cai  Son  canals.  Heavy  contact  developed 
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in  the  afternoon  and  continued  into  the  night,  and  soattered  contact  occured 
the  following  day*  As  a  result  of  the  engagement,  the  enemy  suffered  63 
KIA  while  the  MRP  sustained  6  KHA  and  37  wHA.  The  operation  terminated  on 
6  Mar  68.  (See  Inclosure  13,  2d  Bde  ORLL  and  Inclosure  22,  Combat  Operations 
After  Action  Report  on  CORONADO  XI,) 

(c)  Operation  TRUONG  CONG  DINH  (7  Mar  -  to  date):  On  7  Mar  the 
9th  Inf  Div  initiated  Operation  TRUONG  CONG  DINH  in  coordination  and 
cooperation  with  7th  Inf  Div  (ARVN)  and  elements  of  the  1st  and  2d  Bdea, 

9th  Inf  Div,  and  TP  117»  The  purpose  of  this  operation  was  to  locate, 
fix  and  destroy  enemy  forces  located  in  Dinh  Tuong  Province  and  to  re¬ 
lieve  enemy  pressure  on  Highway  QL  4  and  the  city  of  My  Tho.  In  the 
initial  stage  of  the  operation,  elements  of  the  1st  Bde,  2-39  Inf  and 
2-60  Inf,  conducted  airmobile  assaults  into  an  area  near  the  village  of 
Binh  Phouc,  14  km  northeast  of  My  Tho,  and  then  conducted  reconnaissance 
in  force  operations  north  and  northeast  in  zone.  The  5-60  Inf  (M)  con¬ 
ducted  diversionary  reconnaissance  in  force  operations  west  along  Highway 
QL  4  and  then  returned  to  resume  road  security  for  the  complete  length 
of  QL  4  within  the  A0„  2d  Bde  elements,  4-47  Inf  and  3-60  Inf,  conducted 
airmobile  and  beach  landings  12  km  and  nine  km  east  of  Ity  Tho  while  the 
7th  Inf  Div  (ARVN)  operated  in  the  area  generally  north  of  Ify  Tho  and 
east  of  Highway  QL  4  with  three  infantry  battalions,  a  ranger  battalion, 
a  cavalry  squadron,  and  several  regional  force  companies.  During  this 
phase  only  light  contact  was  established  with  the  enemy;  however,  action 
was  characterized  by  many  sightings  and  destruction  of  enemy  bunker  com¬ 
plexes.  MRF  forces  commenced  airmobile  assaults  six  kra  northeast  cf  My 
Tho.  At  1845  houiB  on  7  Mar,  B/4-47  Inf  larded  in  an  LZ  and  was  engaged 
with  heavy  SA  and  AW  fire  from  bunker  positions  along  the  rice  paddy  dikes 
south  of  the  LZ.  The  heavy  fire  resulted  in  five  downed  helicopters. 

Fighting  continued  until  2400  hours  when  the  VC  broke  contact.  At  03U) 
hours  9  Mar  F5B  HALLORAN,  located  10  km  southeast  of  My  Tho  along  the  north¬ 
ern  bank  of  the  Cua  Tieu  River,  received  heavy  mortar  and  RFG  fire  for 
approximately  three  quarters  of  an  hour.  Two  light  fire  teams  (LFT?) 
supported  the  action.  Results  of  the  enemy  attack  were  t’-'o  artillery 
barges  destroyed,  four  M-102  howitzers  destroyed,  one  US  Tilled  and  six 
US  wounded  with  unknown  enemy  losses.  The  7-9  Mar  engagements  resulted 
in  15  US  KHA  and  100  VHA  while  the  eneny  sustained  53  KIA,  9  detainees  nnd 
9  SA"s,  2  AW’s,  and  many  other  items  of  equipment  captured.  Numerous 
bunker  complexes  were  nlso  destroyed,  On  10  Mar  the  a -ea  of  operation 
shifted  to  the  southern  area  of  central  Dinh  Tuong  }  rovir.ee  in  Long  Dinh 
and  Cai  Lay  Districts  to  locate  and  destroy  VC  elements  and  to  relieve 
enemy  pressure  along  Highway  QL  4.  Elements  of  the  1st  and  2nd  Bdes 
operated  in  this  general  vicinity  from  10  -  16  Kar  with  extensile  day  ana 
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night  patrolling  along  Highway  QL  4  aa  well  as  reconnaissance  in  force  and 
strike  operations  into  suspected  VC  locations;  Also,  extensive  upgrading 
of  Highway  QL  4  by  engineer  work  parties  was  initiated.  Moderate  to  heavy 
contact  was  established  during  this  period,  and  many  bunkers  were  destroyed 
and  items  of  equipment  captured.  On  162400  Mar  68  the  1st  Bde  terminated 
participation  in  this  operation  and  commenced  operation  DUONG  CUA  DAN 
(PEOPLE’S  HOAD).  Elements  of  the  2d  Bde  continued  operation  TRUONG  CONG 
DINH  in  the  Cai  Lay,  Rach  Ba  Rai,  Cai  Be  Districts,  and  central  Dinh 
Tuong  Province.  On  17  Mar,  5  km  northeast  of  Cai  Lay,  Task  Force  Saber¬ 
wing  (Trp  C/j-17  Air  Cav  Squadron;  D/3-5  Cav  Squadron;  and  E/3-47  Inf) 
conducted  aerial  reconnaissance  and  eagle  flights  into  AO  Hatchet  north 
of  Highway  QL  4.  At  1530  hours  elements  of  Company  E  came  under  heavy  SA, 
AV  and  .50  caliber  MG  fire.  Light  fire  teams  (LFT)  and  artillery  supported 
until  the  VC  broke  contact  at  1920  hours.  Results  of  this  engagement 
netted  22  enemy  KIA  while  friendly  forces  sustained  2  KHA.  On  4  Apr  68 
the  2nd  Bde  commenced  RIF  operations  in  True  Giang  and  Giong  Thom  Districts, 
Kien  Hoa  Province.  An  assault  craft,  transporting  3-47  Inf,  received  B-40 
rockets,  .50  Cal  MG  and  AW  fire  from  the  south  bank  of  the  Song  Ba  Lai  as 
the  boats  proceeded  toward  pre-selected  landing  beaches.  Infantrymen  of 
the  3-47  Inf  assaulted  the  river  bank  under  covering  fire  of  naval  assault 
craft.  The  enemy,  reluctant  to  yield  to  the  infantry  attack,  stubbornly 
held  their  position.  The  3-47  Inf  suffered  moderate  casualties  during 
the  fierce  battle,  17  KHA  and  67  WHA;  wounded  were  rescued  by  navy  assault 
craft  while  the  remainder  of  the  company  remained  under  heavy  fire.  The 
4-47  Inf,  several  times  during  the  afternoon,  came  under  heavy  fire  aa 
they  advanced  toward  the  enemy  positions.  Contact  broke  prior  to  darkness. 
C/7-1  Air  Cav,  flying  aerial  recon,  had  numerous  contacts,  accounting  for 
16  VC  KIA.  On  5  Apr  the  operation  continued  with  the  3-47  Inf  sweeping 
the  battle  area  with  no  contact;  however,  24  VC  graves  with  flags  were 
uncovered.  Throughout  6  and  7  Apr  sporadic  contacts  were  made  with  the 
enemy  ea  elements  of  the  2d  Bde  continued  sweeping  the  area.  Results  of 
the  lour  day  operation:  39  US  KHA,  166  WHA  with  enemy  losses  at  85  KIA 
and  assorted  equipment  captured.  During  operations  on  12  Apr,  elements 
of  the  2d  Bde  found  and  caused  destruction  of  366  enemy  bunkers.  On  15 
Apr  68  the  Mobile  Riverine  Base  (MRB)  received  57mm  and  75um  fire.  The 
USS  Benewah  received  three  hits,  and  the  Tom  Green  received  eight,  both 
with  minor  damage.  A  specially  configured  LCM-6  tanker  was  also  hit, 
set  on  fire,  and  eventually  sank.  The  suspected  area  of  hostile  fire  was 
searched  with  negative  results.  Another  operation  conducted  by  the  3-47 
and  4-47  Inf  on  17  Apr  netted  the  battalions  78  enemy  killed.  On  20  Apr, 
the  2d  Bn  VNMC  joined  in  Operation  TRUONG  CONG  DINH  in  coordination  and 
cooperation  with  2d  Bde.  The  2d  Bn  VNMC,  although  shore  based.,  conducted 
riverine  operations  as  a  third  battalion  with  the  MRF.  On  23  Apr  the  MKF 
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oonducted  a  three  battalion  riverine  operation  at  the  western  end  of  Dinh 
Tuong  Province  with  3-47  Inf  on  the  west,  2d  Bn  VNMC  in  the  center,  and  the 
4*47  Inf  in  the  east.  The  VKMC  Bb  cane  into  contact  with  the  enemy  by  mid- 
moming,  vie  VS  9442«  By  noon  elements  of  the  VC  were  moving  to  the  east 
towards  4-47  Inf,  E  Co  of  which  was  moving  towards  the  VNMC  contacto  The 
two  battalions  remained  in  light  to  moderate  contact  until  dark.  Contact 
continued  on  24  Apr  with  VC  probing  attacks  during  the  night  against  A/ 

3-47  Inf  and  e/4-47  Inf  night  defensive  positions.  The  VNMC  Bn  had  light 
contact  during  the  morning  hours.  This  two  day  operation  resulted  in  5  KHA 
and  33  WHA  (evac)  against  59  VC  KIA.  Iiiring  the  quarter.  Operation  TRUONG 
CONG  DINH  accounted  for  492  VC  KIA  and  52  POW  while  US  forces  sustained  81 
KHA,  450  WHA  (422  evac)  and  3  MHA.  The  2d  Bn  VNMC  lost  4  KHA  and  22  VBA 
(See  Inclosure  13;  2d  Bde  ORLL  and  Irylosure  23,  Combat  Operations  After 
Action  Report,  TRUONG  CONG  DINH  -  Phase  1.) 

(d)  Operation  KITTYHAVK  (14  Feb  67  to  15  Feb  68):  Operation  KITTY- 
HAWK  was  continued  from  the  previous  reporting  period  by  the  3-5  Cav  Sqdn, 
9th  Inf  Div  until  15  Feb  when  the  mission  was  assumed  by  the  11th  ACR. 

The  purpose  of  this  operation  was  to  secure  LOCs  and  selected  installations 
within  Long  Khanh  Province,  conduct  reconnaissance  in  force  operations  and 
cordon  and  search  of  selected  hamlets  within  the  AO;  secure  Blackhorse  base 
camp  and  the  Gia  Ray  rock  quarry,  and  provide  ready  reaction  forces  along 
Highway  QL  1.  On  31  Jan,  in  reaction  to  the  VC  Tet  Offensive,  the  3-5  Cav 
was  alerted  to  respond  to  enemy  activity  in  the  Long  Binh,  Bien  Hoa  area. 

At  0512  hours  A/3-5  Cav  (-)  departed  FS/PB  Apple,  and  while  enroute  to  Bien 
Hoa,  the  unit  became  heavily  engaged  with  an  unknown  size  VC  force.  The 
Cav  troop  returned  fire  with  orgainic  weapons,  bypassed  several  roadblocks, 
broke  through  the  enemy  forces  and  continued  west  to  the  Bien  Hoa  airfield. 
Upon  reaching  the  airfield,  heavy  SA  and  AW  fire  was  received  from  a  nearby 
woodline.  Elements  of  A/3-5  Cav  deployed  and  swept  the  area  routing  the 
enemy  from  their  positions.  By  nightfall  A/ 3—5  Cav  had  accounted  for  40 
enemy  killed,  while  sustaining  three  killed  and  24  wounded.  On  2  Feb  the 
enemy  launched  intense  ground  attacks  against  Xuan  Loc,  the  Long  Khanh 
provincial  capital.  Elements  of  the  3-5  Cav  were  reacting  to  an  enemy 
attack  at  the  west  side  of  the  city  when  they  became  heavily  engaged  by 
SA  and  AW  fire.  Fire  was  returned  by  organic  weapons,  and  LFT's  supported 
the  attack.  The  enemy  was  driven  out  of  the  positions  leaving  36  bodies 
behind.  US  losses  were  one  killed  and  three  wounded.  On  3  Feb  at  0233 
hours,  C/3-5  Cav  killed  13  more  VC  during  an  enemy  attack  at  the  north¬ 
west  gate  of  Xuan  Loc.  US  losses  were  seven  wounded.  Over  this  two  day 
period,  the  combined  AKVN  and  US  effort  accounted  for  over  125  eneny  killed. 
Only  minor  contacts  occurred  from  5-12  Feb  when  the  KITTYHAWK  mission  was 
assumed  by  the  11th  ACR.  The  3-5  Cav  (-D  trp)  was  directed  by  HQ.  USARV  to 
deploy  to  Da  Nang,  I  CT2,  RVN  and  became  OPCON  to  the  1st  Csv  Div  (AM). 
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On  15  Feb  Operation  KITTYHAWK  terminated,  Results  of  the  operation  were 
201  VC/NVA  KIA,  7  FOW,  1  Hoi  Chanh,  5  C/S  weapons,  54  SA  and  605  tons  of 
rice.  US  losses  were  62  KHA,  and  224  WHA.  (See  Inclosure  15,  3 -5  Cav 
ORLLo) 

(e)  Operation  HOFTAC  (l  Jun  67-7  Feb  68):  During  the  period  1 
Feb  to  7  Feb 5,  Operation  BOFTAC  was  continued  in  Dinh  Tuong  Province,  The 
purpose  of  this  operation  was  the  defense  of  the  Dong  Tam  base*  One 
battalion,  4-47  Inf,  of  the  2d  Bde  was  employed  under  the  OFCOK  of  TF 
Funston  for  the  actual  conduct  of  this  missiono  During  the  period  1-7 
Feb,  elements  of  this  battalion  conducted  extensive  patrolling,  ambushes  and 
strike  operations  against  VC  forces  in  the  area  adjacent  to  the  Dong  Tam 
base  complex.  In  most  cases  contact  with  the  VC  was  characterized  by 
light  fire  fights  and  sniper  fire.  The  battalion  provided  land  and  water¬ 
borne  security  for  engineer  dredging  equipment  and  maintained  a  ready 
reaction  foroe  to  assist  local  GVN  units  and  installations  if  needed. 

On  1  Feb,  due  to  increased  enemy  activity  in  the  9th  Inf  Div  TAOI  and  IV 
Corps  areas,  the  Division  Forward  CP  moved  to  Dong  Tam  to  control  strike 
operations  against  known  enemy  locations.  Just  prior  to  the  Div  Fwd 
elements  moving  to  the  base,  early  the  same  morning,  a  heavy  enemy  mortem: 
and  recoilless  rifle  (RR)  attack  was  launched  against  the  base.  Over 
a  period  of  approximately  three  hours,  the  enemy  fired  more  than  170  82mm 
mortar  and  75™  RR  rounds  into  the  base  resulting  in  minor  damage  to  build¬ 
ings  and  11  US  wounded.  During  the  attack  iight  fire  teams  (LFT)  and  counter¬ 
mortar  fire  were  directed  against  suspected  enemy  positions  with  unknown 
results.  In  the  early  morning  hours  of  3,  4,  5  and  7  Febs  the  enemy  continued 
to  attack  the  base  with  mortars,  RR  and  RPG  fire.  The  heaviest  attack  came 
on  7  Feb  with  an  estimated  200  rounds  fixed  at  the  base.  Damage  to  the 
base  was  again  light,  but  two  US  were  killed  and  five  wounded.  Artillery, 

LFT’ a  and  countermortsr  were  employed  against  suspected  enemy  positions 
with  unknown  results.  On  7  Feb  elements  of  the  5-60  Inf  (M)  and.  2-39  Inf 
conducted  airmobile  assaults  and  RIF  operations  eight  km  east  of  Dong  Tam 
near  the  city  of  My  Tho,  at  1505  hours  B  and  C/5-60  Inf  (M)  came  into 
heavy  contact  with  an  estimated  two  VC  companies.  Six  airstrikes  were 
deliveredy  and  artillery  supported  throughout  the  contact  until  1700 
hours  when  the  VC  broke  contact,  Elements  of  the  5-60  Inf  (M)  sustained 
five  KHA  and  19  WHA  with  enemy  losses  totaling  23  KIA,  A  1220  hours,  just 
south  of  the  5-60  Irf  (M)  contact,  B  and  C/2-39  Inf  came  in  heavy  contact 
with  an  unknown  size  enemy  force  and  returned  fire  with  organic  weapons 
with  artillery  and  LFT’s  supporting.  The  fighting  continued  throughout 
the  afternoon  until  the  VC  broke  contact  at  1700  hours.  Elements  of  2-39 
Inf  sustained  3  KHA  and  16  WHA  with  enemy  losses  totaling  54  KIA  (25  by 
artillery).  At  2400  hours  7  Feb  Operation  KOPTAC  terminated.  Operation 
BOPTAC  lasted  for  one-half  year  and  resulted  in  numerous  successful 
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pacification  ar.d  revolutionary  development  activities  within  the  AO,  Close 
coordination  and  cooperation  was  achieved  with  local  GVN  forces  in  the  area, 
and  adjacent  to  Dong  Tam  base  many  areas  were  neutralized  by  US/GVN  forces. 
Numerous  roadrunner  and  convoy  escort  missions  resulted  in  a  smooth  flow  of 
military  and  civilian  traffic  over  the  principle  routes  in  the  area. 
Cumulative  results  for  Operation  HOPTAC  were:  VC:  296  KIA,  11  PCW,  3  Hoi 
Chanh,  US:  37  KHA,  364  WHA  (225  evac), 

(f)  Operation  HOPTAC  I  (8  Feb  -  30  Apr  6b):  Operation  HOPTAC  I  was 
initiated  on  8  Feb  with  no  basic  change  in  the  primary  mission  of  defend¬ 
ing  Dong  Tam  Base  Complex,  In  the  initial  stage,  TF  Funston  (with  4-47 
Inf),  2-39  Inf,  and  5-60  Inf  (M)(-)  were  OPCON  to  9th  Inf  Div,  and  opera¬ 
tions  were  controlled  by  Div  Fwd  at  Dong  Tam,  Additional  missions  for 
TF  Funston  were  to  conduct  limited  strike  operations  in  coordination  and 
cooperation  with  ARVN/GVN  authorities,  destroy  VC  guerilla  forces  within 
the  Dong  Tam  TAOR,  conduct  roadrunner  operations,  and  secure  Highway  4. 

On  8  Feb  4-47  Inf  continued  security  of  dredge,  drsglineB,  shoreline,  and 
operations  in  the  AO  while  2-39  Inf  end  5-60  Inf  (m)  continued  operations 
eight  kilometers  east  of  Dong  Tam  near  the  citj  of  My  Tho,  At  1215  hours, 
Recon  Platoon,  5-60  Inf  (N)  was  dispatched  to  check  a  report  of  two  VC 
companies  near  the  village  of  Long  My  along  the  Ben  Chua  Canal,  As  the 
recon  platoon  approached  the  village,  they  received  a  heavy  volume  of  fire 
from  the  canal  line.  Companies  B  and  C/5-60  Inf  (M)  moved  to  the  area  of 
contact  and  become  engaged  receiving  SA  and  AW  fire  from  the  enemy  who 
occupied  heavily  fortified  positions.  Friendly  elements  returned  the 
fire  with  organic  weapons,  and  LIT*s  supported  the  action,  2-39  Inf 
conducted  an  airmobile  assault  into  the  area  just  north  of  5-60  Inf  (K) 
contact  and  swept  south  in  the  direction  of  the  Ben  Chua  Canal,  Upon 
approaching  the  cr-nal,  2-39  Inf  came  in  contact  with  the  enemy;  heavy  fight¬ 
ing  lasted  throughout  the  afternoon  with  friendly  forces  being  supported 
by  airstrikes,  artillery,  and  a  CS  drop.  The  enemy  broke  contact  at  1945 
hours.  Friendly  losses  were  4  KHA  and  28  WHA  (22  evac)  while  the  enemy 
sustained  91  KIA,  Intelligence  obtained  from  3  VC  ICV's  captured  the  next 
day  by  1-11  ARVN  Regt  revealed  that  friendly  forces  •fcu  i  engaged  elements 
of  the  265  VC  Bn.  On  10  Feb  the  let  Bde  Eqs;  was  airlifted  from  Bearcat  to 
Dong  Tam,  Elements  of  2-39  Inf  and  5-60  Inf  (h)  became  01  CON  to  1st  Bde 
with  the  missions  of  opening  Highwey  4  from  My  Tho  to  Cai  Lai',  conducting 
recon  in  force  operations  within  the  AO,  and  providing  security  for  engineer 
work  parties.  During  the  period  10  -  24  F’eb  operations  were  characterized 
by  numerous  escort  missions,  road  clearing  and  roadrunner  operations. 
Operations  along  Highway  WL  4  consisted  of  extensive  day  and  night  ambush 
patrolling,  RIF  operations,  and  cordon  and  search  operations  in  the 
populated  areas  of  Cui  Thanh,  Ap  Dong,  Ap  Thuan,  and  Dong  Kos.  Flnemi 
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contact  during  this  period  was  light  with  friendly  forces  engaging  only 
platoon  size  elements.  At  0145  hours  on  25  Feb,  PS/PB  Jager,  located  14 
kilometers  east  of  Cai  Lay  along  Highway  QL  4,  came  under  a  heavy  enemy 
attack  by  the  263d  MF  Bn,  Elements  maintaining  the  FS/PB  were  B  and  C/ 

5-60  Inf  (M)(-),  one  platoon  A/2-39  Inf,  one  platoon  B/15  Engr  and(Btry 
B/1-34  Arty,  In  the  initial  stage  of  the  attack,  the  VC  fired  a  substan¬ 
tial  number  of  RPG-2  and  RPG-7  rounds  along  with  SA,  AW,  and  mortar  fire, 

A  heavy  ground  asssult  followed  with  enemy  forces  attacking  from  the  south- 
vest  and  northwest  using  bangelore  torpedoes  and  turtle  mines.  Artillery, 
LPT’s,  and  airstrikes  supported  friendly  elements.  During  the  fierce 
attack  the  VC  partially  penetrated  the  perimeter  where  the  artillery 
battery  was  located,  but  a  heavy  volume  of  friendly  fire  plus  reinforcing 
elements  .of  A  and  C/2-39  Inf  and  Recon  Platoon  5-60  Inf  (M)  caused  the  VC 
to  withdraw  and  break  contact.,  Friendly  losses  during  this  engagement 
were  2 6  KHA,  68  VHA,  9  APC’s  destroyed  and  two  155mm  howitzers  damaged. 
Enemy  losses  were  105  killed  and  37  weapons  captured.  On  5  Mar,  3—47 
Inf  replaced  4-47  Inf  under  operational  control  of  TP  Punston  and  continued 
the  HOPTAC  I  mission,  4-47  Inf  joined  the  2d  Bde  and  7th  Inf  Div  (ARVN) 
in  Operation  TRUORG  CONG  DINH,  On  4  Apr  68,  3“47  Inf  returned  to  the  2d 
Bde,  and  the  3“60  Inf  became  OPCON  to  Task  Force  Punston,  During  the 
remainder  of  this  reporting  period,  TP  Punston  continued  the  mission  of 
defending  the  Dong  Tam  base  with  only  sporadic  contact  being  established 
with  small  enemy  elements.  Although  the  enemy  continued  their  tactics 
of  harassing  mortar  attacks  on  Dong  Tam,  the  base  continued  to  be 
developed  to  receive  additional  9th  Inf  Div  units;  many  new  structures 
and  facilities  to  include  base  defense  measures  were  completed.  Counter- 
ciortar,  quick  reacting  artillery  and  LFT’u  reduced  the  enemy  capability 
to  fire  into  the  base  complex  for  extended  periods.  Operation  HOPTAC  I 
terminated  on  30  Apr  68,  Results  of  this  operation  were:  345  VC  KIA, 

9  POVs,  and  1  Hoi  Chanh;  51  US  KHA  and  402  WHA  (388  evac), 

(g)  Operation  ENTERPRISE  (13  Feb  67  -  10  Mar  68):  The  3d  Bde,  9th 
Inf  Div  continued  Operation  ENTERPRISE  in  coordination  with  the  25th  Inf 
Div  (aRVN)  and  RF/F'F  forces  in  Long  An  Province,  This  operation  was 
initiated  to  destroy  VC/NVA  forces,  supporting  units  and  installations; 

VC  infrastructure;  and  bring  under  control  that  portion  of  the  population 
dominated  by  the  VC  while  extending  GVN  control  through  support  of 
revolutionary  development.  In  response  to  the  Tet  Offensive,  the  5~60  Inf 
(M)  became  OPCON  to  TP  Ware  on  31  Jan  for  operations  in  Gia  Dinh  Province, 
During  the  period  1-5  Feb,  elements  engaged  in  heavy  fighting  southwest  of 
Saigon,  and  in  this  action  the  battalion  killed  128  VC  while  losing  7  US 
KHA,  On  1  Feb  increased  enemy  activity  occurred  near  the  city  of  Ben  Tre 
in  Kien  Hoa  Province,  and  elements  of  the  Bde  were  inserted  into  the 
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area  to  capture  and  destroy  VC  elements  which  had  heen  attacking  the  city. 
B/3-39  Irf  with  0PC0N  B/2-60  Inf  airmobiled  into  the  center  of  the  oity 
adjacent  to  the  MACV  Compound  and  set  up  defensive  positions  to  protect 
that  compound  and  the  provincial  eanitol  during  the  nighto  On  the 
morning  of  2  Feb,  these  unitB  swept  through  the  oity  toward  the  eastern 
edge  of  Ben  Tre  to  clear  the  city  of  VC.  Sporadic  fire  was  received  during 
the  movement  to  the  east,  and  at  1145H  an  estimated  VC  company  was  engaged. 
The  3-39  Inf  crossed  the  north-south  river  with  B/2-60  Inf  sweeping  north 
of  the  road  and  B/3-39  Inf  sweeping  south.  As  the  elements  crossed  the 
river  at  1355H,  they  came  under  heavy  attack  from  SA,  MGs,  AW,  and  mortars. 
Fire  was  returned  by  organic  weapons,  artillery  and  LfTs.  After  maintaining 
contact  throughout  the  afternoon,  the  battalion  withdrew  to  a  position  in 
the  southeast  portion  of  the  city  to  regroup,  consolidate,  and  establish  a 
defensive  perimeter.  The  2-39  Inf  0PC0N  to  3d  Bde  conducted  airmobile 
assaults  into  an  LZ  three  km  east  of  Ben  Tre  and  conducted  an  RIF  operation 
sweeping  west  toward  the  city,  where  at  1039H  they  became  heavily  engaged 
by  an  estimated  VC  battalion  with  SA,  AW,  B4O  rockets,  and  mortars.  Fire 
was  returned  with  organic  weapons,  and  LFTs,  artillery  and  airstrikes 
supported  the  battalion.  The  2-39  Inf  continued  moving  south  ana.  to  the 
west  and  closed  with  3-39  Inf  at  2100F.  The  following  morning,  3  Feb, 
all  elements  conducted  an  RIF  mission  throughout  the  Ben  Tre  area.  This 
action  continued  through  4  Feb.  On  5  Feb  3-39  Inf  returned  from  Ben  Tre 
closing  Rach  Kien  at  1048H,  and  B/2-60  Inf  and  2-39  Inf  were  released  to 
their  parent  units.  LFTs  and  airstrikes  accounted  for  15  VC  KIA;  5  weapons 
were  captured,  and  a  small  amount  of  equipment  and  supplies  were  captured. 

At  0255H  on  10  Feb,  the  3d  Bde  located  at  Tan  An  came  under  attack.  The 
VC  made  a  simultaneous  attack  on  the  Bde  HQ  and  Tan  An  South  using  82mm 
mortar,  B  40  rockets,  M  79  rounds,  RR  fire,  AW,  and  SA  fire.  Fire  was 
returned  using  organic  weapons,  and  a  LFT  supported  the  Bde.  Fighting 
continued  until  O550H  at  which  time  the  VC  broke  contact.  The  VC  lost  33 
KIA,  9  SA,  1  Russian  MG,  4  RFG-7  rocket  launchers,  and  6  mines.  OS 
casualties  were  4  KHA  and  33  WHA.  On  2  Mar  elements  of  2-3  Inf  and  4-39 
Inf  began  "A^uabush”  operations  along  the  numerous  canals  south  of 
Saigon.  The  aquabush  partols  were  established  to  deny  enemy  use  of  the 
waterways  in  the  Binh  Chann  and  Nha  Be  Districts,  and  during  their  first 
three  nights  of  operation  (2-4  Mar),  these  patrols  achieved  the  following 
results:  8  VC  KIA;  24  AK  47s,  1  cabine,  1  pistol,  1  82mm  mortar  complete 
with  1  extra  bipod,  13  Chicom  claymores,  13  boxes  of  AK  47  ammunition,  16 
cartridge  belts  captured;  and  3  sampans  destroyed.  Operation  ENTERPRISE 
terminated  on  10  Mar  after  13  months.  Throughout  the  period.  Operation 
ENTERPRISE  resulted  in  tremendous  strides  in  the  pacification  program  in 
Long  An  Province.  However,  during  the  VC  Tet  Offensive,  there  waa  a 
significant  decrease  in  pacification  activities  as  continuous  combat 
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operations  dealt  the  enemy  severe  losses  in  personnel  and  equipment.  Many 
civic  action  projects  vere  completed,  and  the  revolutionary  development 
program  was  raised  to  a  high  level,  (See  Inclosure  14,  3d  Bde  ORLL,  and 
Ir.clo3ure  24,  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report,  ENTERPRISER 

(h)  Operation  ^UYET  THAN  (11  Mar  68-7  Apr  68):  This  operation  was 
conducted  in  close  coordination  and  cooperation  with  the  Capital  Military 
District  (CKD) ,  5th  Ranger  Group,  25th  Inf  Div  (ARVN),  and  province  and 
district  chiefs.  The  purpose  of  the  operation  was  to  conduct  consolidation 
operations  to  destroy  the  enemy,  his  infrastructure,  installations,  supply 
caches,  LOCs  and  conduct  pacification  and  revolutionary  development  through¬ 
out  Long  An  Province  and  specified  areas  of  Gia  Dinh  Province,  Task 
organization  for  the  conduct  of  this  operation  'consisted  of  the  3d  Bde 

with  3-39  Inf,  4-39  Inf,  A/2-60  Inf,  C/5-60  Inf  (M),  and  2-3  Inf  ( 1 99  LIB) 
OPCON  to  3d  Bde,  In  the  initial  stage  of  the  operation,  elements  of  the 
3-39  Inf  conducted  airmobile  assaults  and  reconnaissance  in  force  operations 
within  the  AO,  Elements  of  4-39  Inf  and  2-3  Inf  continued  extensive  day  and 
night  operations  along  the  many  canals  in  Binh  Chanh  and  Nha  Be  Districts 
of  Gia  Dinh  Province  to  deny  the  enemy  use  of  the  waterways  as  infiltration 
routeB  in  and  out  of  the  Saigon  area.  There  were  no  significant  contacts 
with  the  enemy;  however,  by  conducting  extensive  airmobile  assaults  and 
footmobile  patrols  and  ambushes,  small  enemy  elements  were  engaged  with 
significant  results.  In  a  period  of  only  two  weeks,  the  enemy  sustained 
over  120  killed,  and  a  large  amount  of  equipment  was  captured.  On  7  Apr 
the  2-3  Inf  conducted  waterborne  and  airmobile  assaults  and  RIF  operetione 
destroying  46  enemy  bunkers.  The  operation  was  successful  in  preventing 
the  enemy  from  moving  personnel,  equipment  and  supplies  near  the  Saigon 
area.  Additionally  the  operations  conducted  kept  the  enemy  off  balance 
and  prevented  him  from  grouping  his  forces  for  a  coordinated  attack 
against  the  capital  city  from  the  south.  On  8  Apr  Operation  vUYET  TKANG 
terminated,  (See  Inclosure  14,  3d  Brigade  ORLL,  and  Inclosure  25,  Combat 
Operations  After  Action  Report,  QUYET  THANG,) 

(i)  Opera  cion  RILEY  (3  Jul  67-7  Apr  68):  Operation  RILEY  continued 
from  the  last  reporting  period.  The  purpose  of  this  operation  was  to 
effect  internal  defense  and  revolutionary  development  activity  in 
support  of  Bien  Hoa  Province,  Major  objectives  were  to  provide  security 
for  Camp  Martin  Cox  (Bearcat)  base  camp,  provide  ready'  reaction  forces 
for  RF/PF  outposts  and  conduct  strike  operations  against  VC  main  forces 

in  the  AO,  Operation  RILEY  was  controlled  by  the  1st  Bde  during  the 
period  1  Feb  through  10  Feb,  at  which  time  the  iBt  Bde  HQ  moved  to  Dong 
Tam,  The  RILEY  mission  was  then  assumed  by  TF  Forsyth,  On  31  in 
response  to  the  VC  Tet  Offensive,  elements  of  .he  2-47  Inf  (M)  and  4-39 
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Inf  moved  to  Long  Binh  post  for  perimeter  security.  At  1QQ5H  C/4-39  Inf 
oonducted  «  motor  march  to  a  1  cation  east  of  Highway  QL  15  and  approximately 
five  km  north  of  Long  Binh  perimeter  where  the  company  established  a 
blocking  position.  At  093C®  A/2-47  Inf  (M)  and  the  4.2"  mortar  section 
moved  to  Hoi  Nsi  Village  two  km  north  of  Long  Binh,  and  working  closely 
with  one  company  2-3  Inf,  they  mode  contact  with  an  estimated  VC  battalion. 
These  two  companies  received  small  arms,  automatic  weapons  and  RPC  fire 
and  returned  fire  with  organic  weapons  while  LFTe  and  artillery  supported. 
Heavy  contact  continued  throughout  the  day  until  the  VC  broke  contact 
at  18Q0E  withdrawing  to  the  north.  At  070JH  C/2-47  Inf  (M)  moved  to 
vicinity  of  III  Corps  HQ  and  established  contact  and  received  RPG  fire. 

Fire  was  retumod  with  small  arms,  automatic  weapons  and  LAW.  At  1100B 
B/4-39  Inf  conducted  an  airmobile  assault  in  an  LZ  near  Widow's  Village 
(located  northwest  of  II  FPORCEV  HQ)  and  became  OPCOH  to  2-47  Inf  (M). 

The  Scout  Plat  2-47  Inf  (M)  became  OFCON  to  B/4-39  Inf,  and  jointly,  they 
made  oontaot  with  an  estimated  VC  battalion  in  the  village.  Conducting 
a  joint  mech/infantry  house  to  house  sweep,  they  maintained  heavy  contact 
until  1700H  at  whioh  time  the  dug-in  VC  withdrew.  During  these  multiple 
contacts  the  enemy  sustained  a  severe  loss  in  personnel  and  equipment. 

Final  results  of  this  engagement  were:  US  losseB— 4  KHA,  23  WHA;  Enemy 
108868—215  KIA,  32  FV,  25  VIA,  10  IMG,  19  AK  47,  4  carbines,  end  3 
.50  cal  MG  captured.  Operations  continued  the  next  day  in  the  Long  Binh 
area  and  additional  items  of  equipment  were  captured  which  included  6 
AK  47,  3  IMG;.  9  9mm  pistols,  9  rifles,  1  82mm  mortars  and  1  .50  cal  MG 
mounted  on  wheels.  On  10  Feb  elements  of  1st  Bde  were  released  from  the 
RILEY  mission  and  moved  to  the  Dong  Tam  area  for  future  operations.  TF 
Forsyth  continued  the  RILEY  mission  with  2-47  Inf  (M).  During  the 
remainder  of  this  reporting  period,  2-47  Inf  (M)  conducted  extensive  local 
day  and  night  patrolling,  provided  security  for  46th  and  15th  Engr  work 
parties,  oonducted  roadrunner  patrols 'and  established  ambush  patrols. 

On  4  Apr  TF  123,  consisting  of  three  companies  of  the  RTAVR,  conducted 
airmobile  assaults  and  reoonnai seance  ir  coordination  with  18th  Inf  Div 
(AHVH)  and  1-11  ACH.  No  contacts  with  the  enemy  were  made  during  the 
operation.  On  7  Apr  Operation  RILkY  terminated.  Operation  RILEY  accounted 
for  472  VG  KIA,  41  PCW  and  2  Hoi  Chanh,  C/S  weapons  and  152  SA, 

US  losses  were  64  KHA  and  315  WHA  (226  evac).  (See  Inclosure  12,  1st  Bde 
ORLL  and  Inclosure  20,  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report,  RILEY,) 

(j)  Operation  NARASUAN  (20  Oct  67  -  7  Apr  68):  Operation  NARASUAN 
was  continued  from  the  last  reporting  period  by  the  RTAVR.  The  purpose 
of  this  operation  was  to  conduct  combat  operations,  PSYOP  and  revolution¬ 
ary  development  support  in  the  Nhon  Trach  District  to  reduce  VC/NVA 
Influence  and  to  enhance  the  long  range  pacification  effort  in  Bien  Hoa 

Page  30 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 

AYDE-HH  12  Kay  68 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  9th  Infantry  Division  for  Period  Ehdlng 
JO  April  1968s  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl)  (U) 

Province.,  During  this  reporting  period  the  RTAVR  supported  the  RVK  Revo¬ 
lutionary  Development  (RD)  Program  through  oivic  action  projects  and  mil¬ 
itary  operations  that  contributed  to  village  and  hamlet  security.  Numerous 
local  combat  and  ambush  patrols,  waterborne  patrols;  and  reoonnaiseanoe  in 
force  operations  in  the  Nhon  Traoh  District,  in  addition  to  the  roadrunnar 
and  clearing  operations  along  Highway  QL  15  in  Long  Thanh  Distriot,  con¬ 
tributed  significantly  to  the  overall  pacification  effort..  The  RTAVR  con¬ 
ducted  these  operations  in  coordination  and  cooperation  with  elements  of 
the  18th  Inf  Div  (ARVN),  Throughout  most  of  thiB  period,  enemy  contact 
was  limited  to  infrequent  squad/platoon  size  encounters.  On  occasion  the 
RTAVR  made  contact  with  company  size  enemy  forces,  but  the  VC  elected  to 
withdraw  Immediately  or  not  become  heavily  engaged,  Waterborne  operations 
using  airboats  along  small  oanals  blocked  the  meet  probable  southern  VC 
LOC  from  west  of  Bearcat  into  Thu  Duo  District  and  successfully  reduced 
the  amount  of  supplies  and  equipment  moving  through  the  area.  Operation 
NARASUAN  terminated  on  7  Apr  68,  VC  losses  during  the  operation  were  158 
KIA 9  5  POW,  JO  C/S  weapons  and  106  SA,  Friendly  losses  were:  RTAVR:  28 
KHA  and  99  VHA  (75  evac)?  OS  losses;  9  WHA  (evac)= 

(k)  Operation  DUONG  CUA  DAN  (PEOPLE’S  ROAD)  (17  Mar  68  to  date):  On 
17  Mar  68  the  9th  Inf  Div  initiated  Operation  DUONG  CUA  DAN  in  cooperation 
and  coordination  with  the  7tb.  Inf  Div  (ARVN),  The  mission  is  to  conduct 
operations  in  Pinh  Tuong  Province  to  prevent  VC  interdiction  of  Highway  <4L 
4,  to  provide  security  to  allied  military  and  civilian  traffic,  and  to  up¬ 
grade  the  surface  and  make  repairs  from  Cai  to  the  junction  of  High¬ 
ways  QL  4  and  LTL  6A,  The  operation  emphae  i  coordination  with  all  lev¬ 

els  of  Vietnamese  military  and  civil  governmental  organizations  within  the 
AO,  Present  planning  calls  for  the  local  RF/PF'  elements  to  assume  the 
highway  security  mission  on  or  about  1  Jul  68,  To  date  the  operation  has 
been  significant  in  the  increased  participation  by  RF/FF  units  in  inte¬ 
grated  ambush  patrols  and  the  commitment  of  company  sized  units  to  day¬ 
light  operations.  Maximum  utilisation  has  been  made  Of  surveillance  de¬ 
vices  such  as  starlight  scopes,  seismic  intrusion  devices,  radar,  search¬ 
lights,  infrared  equipment,  scout  dogs,  tracker  dog  teams,  and  night 
observation  devices.  Extensive  sweeping  operations  were  employed  by  those 
forces  not  conducting  night  activities.  Elements  of  the  IJth  Engr  and  86th 
Engr  Bns  made  extensive  repairs  and  upgraded  the  highway  in  coordination 
with  ARVN  engineers,  as  well  ae;  performing  daily  mine  clearing  operations 
and  bridge  repairs.  On  2  Apr  68  C/2-J9  Inf  inserted  in  vie  XS  J10522  and 
conducted  recon  in  force  operations  to  the  east,  LFT’s  from  the  128th  AHC 
spotted  a  VC  force  in  the  open  at  1207H  in  the  vicinity  of  XS  J18519  end 
engaged  them,  C  Company  followed  up  with  an  assault,  and  at  1418H  A/2-J9 
Inf  Inserted  to  reinforce  vie  XS  3J052J.  Results  were  12  VC  KIA  (BC)  and 

Page  31 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONflDEMTIAL 

AVDE-KR  12  May  68 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  9th  Infantry  Division  for  Period  Ehding 
30  April  1968,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl)  (U) 

94  detainees.  On  B  Apr  68  C/2-60  Inf  located  a  large  weapons'  cache.  At 
0955H  B/2-60  Inf  vio  XS  365545  found  a  US  oarbine,  34  cratering  charges, 
and  one  case  of  blasting  caps.  At  1000H  c/2-60  Inf  found  1  120m  sorter 
with  bipod  and  no  baseplate,  60  37m  RR  rounds,  40  RPG  rounds,  50  gre¬ 
nades,  14  7 062  SA  rounds,  1  82am  mortar  round,  600  pounds  of  THT,  50 
bangalore  torpedoes,  28  fuse  devices,  and  72  mines.  At  173GH  vio  XS 
320433  C/2-39  Inf  found  1  .38  oal  pistol,  7  57mm  RR  rounds,  and  24  pounds 
of  C4  explosives.  On  11  Apr  68  a/2-39  Inf  lat  O8I5H  vie  XS  310510  polioed 
up  20  detainees  fros  a  large  group  of  people.  By  093QH  A,  B,  and  E/2-39 
Inf  had  detained  sobs  90  detainees  in  the  same  general  area.  At  1417H  Co 
A/2-39  Inf  was  airlifted  in  response  to  a  call  for  assistance  from  a  CIDG 
company  vio  XS  196557.  The  CIDG  unit  had  been  ambushed,  resulting  in  one 
KHA  and  two  VHA.  C/2-39  Inf  assaulted  into  an  LZ  vie  XS  200546  at  1420H 
in  support  of  the  CIDG.  Companies  B  and  C  reinforced  later  in  the  day 
around  1600H  after  A/2-39  Inf  received  AV  fire  in  the  vicinity  of  XS 
200546.  Sweeping  through  the  area  with  the  CIDG  unit  on  the  right  flank, 
the  units  came  under  heavy  SA,  AV  and  82mm  mortar  fire.  Company  B  engaged 
18  to  20  VC  in  khaki  shirts  and  trousers  and  some  dressed  in  short  black 
or  grey  trousers,  none  wearing  hats.  The  2-39th  Inf  reported  19  VC  KIA 
(BC),  and  supporting  gun  ships  had  6  VC  KBA.  On  29  Apr  68,  A  and  B/2-60 
Inf  established  heavy  contact  with  an  estimated  VC  Bn  vio  XS  233573. 
Artillery,  TAC  Air,  LET'S,  Spooky,  and  a  CS  drop  were  employed  in  support. 
Results  of  the  action  were  6  US  KHA  and  6  US  VHA  (evac).  VC  losses  were 
4  KIA  (BC).  Contact  was  broken  at  23453.  The  following  day  A/2-39  I&f 
and  3/2-39  Inf  conducted  recon  in  force  operations  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
previous  day's  contacts  by  2-60  Inf.  At  1300H  C  Company  discovered  a 
weapons'  caohe  vie  XS  265568  containing  23  AK-47's,  1  60m  mortar,  36 
empty  AK-47  magazines,  90  60mm  mortar  rounds,  3  five  pound  cans  of  grease, 
6  25  pound  CHICGM  claymore  mineB,  and  21  electrical  blasting  caps.  A 
Company  located  a  caohe  at  1325H  no  XS  269568.  The  cache  contained  1 
oal  .30  Browning  MG,  1  RFC  launcher,  200  bangelore  torpedoes,  10  SK  ri¬ 
fles,  500  feet  of  electrical  oord,  3  cane  of  fuse,  39  RFG-7  charges,  25 
RPG-7  rounds,  55  fragmentation  grenades,  and  13  concussion  grenades. 

Also,  A  sad  B/2-60  Inf  returned  to  the  area  of  oontact  and  recovered  13 
VC  KIA  (BC),  5  AK-47 's,  1  magazine  with  an  unknown  amount  of  ammo,  an  AK- 
47  cleaning  kit,  1  CH1C0M  grenade,  and  10  pounds  of  msdical  supplies. 
Materially  contributing  to  the  success  of  the  operation  to  date  has  been 
the  willingness  of  the  local  population  to  come  forward  and  volunteer  in¬ 
formation  on  the  enemy  compered  to  past  experience  in  the  same  area.  A 
deliberute  campaign  has  been  directed  towards  instilling  in  the  local 
population  the  importance  of  keeping  the  road  open  end  its  relation  to  the 
economy  of  the  Delta  area.  In  many  oases  the  people  have  assisted  in  ao- 
tual  repairs  shoving  their  growing  conoem  over  the  impaot  on  their 
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general  veil  being  and  prosperity.  Of  note  in  this  vein  were  the  dangers 
risked  by  an  elderly  couple  living  in  close  proximity  to  the  highway.  A 
9th  Inf  Div  company  was  engaged  in  a  fierce  firefight  several  hundred 
yards  from  their  hose*  An  infantryman  was  badly  wounded  yet  managed  to 
make  it  to  their  home.  The  couple  took  him  in  and  hid  himB  ?^slcting  him 
aa  well  ao  they  could  and  risking  their  lives  by  doing  bo,  later  after 
the  battle  was  over  and  an  element  was  searching  the  Yioioi tyf  they  rpen- 
ly  approached  the  element  commander  and  led  him  to  their  house  where  the 
man  was  hide 

(l)  Operation  TOAN  THAMJ  (8  Apr  68  to  date);  The  9th  Inf  Div 
participates  in  this  operation  which  includes  ail  US/FWMAF/GVR  units  in 
the  area  surrounding  Saigon  as  a  follow  up  to  Operation  tJUTET  THANC.  The 
operation  is  aimed  at  the  location  and  destruction  of  VC/iT7A  elements  cf 
the  5th  VC  Div  and  VC  Sub-Regions  2,  3»  *nd  4  in  the  division  TAOI  and 
also  the  interdiction  of  VO/NVA  LOC  into  the  Saigon  area..  The  Royal  Thai 
Army  Volunteer  Regiment  (RTAVR)  and  Task  Force  Forsyth  with  the  2-47  Inf 
(M)  and  the  6^31  Inf  conducted  operations  in  coordination  and  cooperation 
with  the  10th  Inf  D?.v  (ARVK)  in  Khon  Trach  and  Long  Thanh  Districts,  Bl*u 
Hoa  Province  and  western  Xuan  Lie  District,  Long  Khanh  Province.  The 
3d  Bde  with  the  4=39  Inf  and  2-3  Inf  ( 199th  7JB)  in  the  tfh*  Be  and  Bin  . 
Chanh  Districts t  Gia  Dinh  Province  and  with  the  3-39  Inf  and  5*60  IrJ:  (M) 
in  Long  An  Province  conducted  operations  in  coordination  and  cooperation 
with  the  25th  Inf  Div  (iRVN)  and  other  ARVBt  Rang«rf  and  Marine  elements. 
All  9th  Inf  Div  elements  worked  closely  with  local  BF/FP  units  and  tl v* 
national  police.  Significant  tactical  techniques  employed 0  especially  by 
the  3d  Bde  forces^  hare  been  the  extensive  use  of  artillery  radars 
(AN/TPS -=25)  to  detect  large  scale  enemy  movements  to  identify  enemy  LOO, 
and  the  "Aquabush”  or  night  ambush  patrols  on  water  LOC  leading  into 
Saigon.  Tlnroughout  most  of  thia  operation-  enemy  contact  has  been  limit¬ 
ed  to  squad  or  platoon  sire  encounters.  From  d  ■»  23  Apr  there  were  uc 
significant  oontacts  established  by  elements  of  the  9th  Inf  Div  partici¬ 
pating  in  this  operation?  only  sporaolo  and  light  contact  was  established 
resulting  in  5  SS  KEAV  2fl  WHA  ar.d  71  VC/SVA  XIJ,  Or  22  Apr  3/5-5  Cav, 
the  Air  Cav  Troop,  conducted  aerial  reion  and  a.v..’aobile  assaults  Jn  north¬ 
ern  Tan  Tru  Dictmct,  vie  XS  6O4704.  D  Troop  inserted  ts  Aero  Rifle 
Platoon  (ARP)  .n  the  afternoon  which  became  imaeo  lately  heavily  engaged 
with  an  estimated  enemy  battalion  arid  sustained  h^tvy  casualties..  LFT's 
and  fighters  supporting  the  contact  received  heavy  AU  fire  resulting  in 
damage  to  several  helicopters.  A  tactical  emergency  was  declared  at 
IQ3OH0  Elements  of  the  5~6Q  Inf  (K)  .10'. ed  by  APC  to  support  the  contact; 
while  elements  of  2-3  Inf,  3“ 39  Inf?  and  A-39  Inf  conducted  night  air¬ 
mobile  insertions  into  the  area.  All  units  were  engaged  in  heavy  contact. 
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In  the  early  Homing  hours  of  23  Apr,  the  ARP  was  extracted  under  a 
heavy  smoke  screen  created  by  artillery.  The  squad  establishing  initial 
oontaot  suffered  100$  killed  (6  KHA)  after  it  had  advanced  to  within  30 
meters  of  the  enemy  bunkers  before  receiving  fire.  D/3-5  Cav  was  cred¬ 
ited  with  J5  enemy  KIA.  The  enemy  dead  were  found  wearing  blue  uniforms 
and  steel  helmets  indicating  HVA  troops.  On  24  Apr  TF  Tower  with  the 
2-47  Inf  (M)  and  6-J1  Inf  in  coordination  with  the  1st  ATP  conducted  a 
spoiling  attack  aimed  at  a  reported  N7A  artillery  battalion  in  the  Hot 
rich  area  of  Bien  Ena  and  Long  Khanh  Provinces.  This  operation  oontinued 
with  negligible  contact  until  26  Apr.  On  27  Apr  the  6-31  Inf  became  0PC0N 
to  the  5d  Bde  to  act  aa  a  cobile  reaction  force  in  southern  Gia  Dinh  and 
northern  Long  An  Provinces.  On  JO  Apr  3-11  ACR  and  B/7-1  Air  Cav  beoaae 
OPCCH  to  3d  Bde  to  increase  the  protection  of  the  southern  flank  of 
Saigon  in  Gia  Dinh  and  Long  An  Provinces  in  anticipation  of  renewed  VC/ 

KVA  attacks.  The  measure  of  sucoees  of  Operation  TQAH  THABO  is  that  up 
to  the  end  of  the  quarter,  the  enemy  had  not  been  able  to  renew  his  of¬ 
fensive  attacks  against  Saigon  despite  rumors  and  intelligence  reports 
that  such  attacks  had  been  planned.  Results  for  9th  Inf  Dir  units  for 
the  quarter  were:  183  VC/N7A  KIA,  4  PW,  11  C/S  weapons  and  42  SA  cap¬ 
tured;  25  US  KHA,  97  US  WHA  (49  evao),  1  MHA  and  RTAVR  1  VHA.  (See  In¬ 
closure  12,  Jd  Bde  ORLL.) 

(7)  Combat  Support  Activities. 

(*)  Artillery  Support. 

2  Several  firing  batteries  and  buttalione  of  artillery  with  the  9.tb 
Inf  Div  were  required  to  operate  both  in  the  rugged  Jungle  terrain  of  the 
Bion  Hoa  Province  and  in  the  rice-puddles  of  the  Mekong  Delta.  Timely 
ana  continuous  fire  support  was  provided  to  divisional  elements.  Army  of 
tha  Republic  of  Vietnam  unite,  and  Regional  Force/Popular  Force  Outposts. 
Twelve^  firing  batteries  from  II  Field  Forces  Vietnam  Artillery  were  used 
at  various  times  throughout  the  quarter  to  supplement  the  fires  of  9th 
Div  Arty  units,  primarily  because  of  the  large  Tactical  Area  of  Responsi¬ 
bility  of  this  division. 

2  Artillery  with  9th  Inf  Div  fired  a  total  of  313,660  105  rounds, 
87,402  155  rounds,  and  8,953  8  inch  rounds  during  this  quarter  in  support 
of  division  operations.  These  figures  do  not  reflect  support  from  adja- 
oent  firing  elements  as  figures  were  not  obtainable  for  those  fires.  A 
chart  reflecting  a  breakdown  of  rounds  fired  by  artillery  with  the  divi¬ 
sion  is  attached  as  Inolosure  6.  Reference  also  9th  Inf  Div  Artillery 
Operation  Report-Lessons  Learned  for  the  period  1  Feb  -  30  Apr  68  which 
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is  being  forwarded  under  separate  cover. 

(b)  Helicopter  Qunship  Support.  The  9th  Aviation  Battalion  gunships 
flew  2,929  sorties.  Missions  included  escort  for  VIP  flights,  aerial  . 
displacement  of  artillery  by  cargo  helicopters 5  medical  evacuations,  riv¬ 
er  and  road  convoys,,  countermor  tar/rocket  standby  and  suppressive  fire 
support  for  units  in  contact.  These  light  fire  teams  (LFT'a)  accounted 
for  33  VD  KBA  (BO);  destroyed  182  structures  and  damaged  74  ethers; 
destroyed  163  sampans  and  damaged  58  others,  D/3-5  Cav,  under  operation¬ 
al  control  of  the  1st  Bde,  supported  long  range  patrol  (LRP)  insertions/ 
extractions  and  provided  nightly  counter-mortar/rocket  standby  at  Tan  An 
and  Dong  Tam  base  camps,  C/7“lBt  Air  Cav  provided  support  principally 
for  1st  and  2d  Bde  operations  in  Dinh  Tuong  Province  throughout  much  of 
the  quarter, 

(c)  Tactical  Air  Support, 

1_  Normal  air  support  was  received  from  fighter  aircraft.  The  Combat 
Sky  Spot  was  proven  very  effective  against  'enemy  base  camps.  The  sky  spot 
is  a  radar  controller,  fighter  and  these  missions  are  flown  during  the 
hours  of  darkness, 

2,  A  summary  of  tactical  air  support  for  thp  quarter  is  given  in  In¬ 
closure  7. 

(d)  Strategic  Air  Support. 

±  This  air  support  during  the  quarter  consisted  of  two  strikes.  On 
271900H  Fab  68  a  mission  was  flcwr.  resulting  in  3  AK  47s «  1  five  pound 
bag  of  rice,  1  pound  of  medical  supplies,  1  HVA  uniform,  1  0D  uniform, 

300  piasters,  and  1  song  book  captured.  The  second  mission  was  flown  on 
291300H  Feb  68  and  25  bunkers  destroyed, 

j?  Strategic  Air  Support  was  limited  due  to  the  higher  priorities  in 
I  and  II  CTZ  areas  during  this  period, 

(e)  Naval  Fixe  Support,  There  has  been  no  Naval  fire  support  render¬ 
ed  except  that  giver,  to  the  2d  Bde  as  part  of  the  Mobile  Riverine  Force. 

(f )  Chemical  Support, 

E65  Personnel  Detector;  This  quarter  the  Division  Chemical  Sec¬ 
tion  flew  a  total  of  38  hours  covering  23  missions  using  the  E63  Manpack 
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Personnel  Datsator  (People  Sniffer) »  This  represents  s  decrease  of 
approximately  55$  from  the  previous  quarter.  The  primary  reason  for  this 
deorease  has  been  the  non-availability  of  aircraft  to  the  seotion.  Re¬ 
sults  were  reported  to  the  G2  for  inclusion  in  their  oonpilation  of  in¬ 
telligence  indications. 

2  Riot  Control  Agents:  Bulk  CS  was  dropped  from  CH-47 ' s  contamina¬ 
ting  VC  base  camps,  lines  of  communication  and  infiltration  routes.  Over 
26,500  pounds  of  bulk  CS  were  dropped  (525  drums).  This  represents  a  40$ 
deorease  in  the  amount  of  CS  used  this  quarter  from  last  quarter.  A 
total  of  54  E158's  were  employed  this  quarter.  This  is  an  increase  of 
22$  over  last  quarter.  Last  quarter  there  were  41  E158's  employed.  There 
would  have  been  an  even  greater  use  of  the  El 58  except  for  the  non-avail¬ 
ability  of  the  munition.  Since  this  ia  on  experimental  item,  the  pro¬ 
duction  rate  has  been  low. 

X  Defoliation;  There  were  no  defoliation  missions  flown  by  the  9th 
Inf  Dlv  Chemical  Section  this  quarter;  however,  7th  Air  Poroe  has  been 
carrying  on  defoliation  missions  in  the  Rung  Sat. 

f.  (U)  Training. 

(1)  During  the  reporting  period,  division  training  consisted  of  the 
following: 

(a)  Replacement  Training. 

(b)  NCO  Leadership  Training. 

(o)  Battalion  Refresher  Training. 

(2)  Replacement  Training  consists  of  five  and  one  half  days  of  in¬ 
tensive  orientation  designed  to  prepare  the  individual  for  combat  in 
Vietnam.  The  Reliable  Academy,  a  provisional  organization  formed  by  the 
9th  Inf  Div,  conducted  all  replacement  training.  The  following  table 
shows  the  number  of  personnel  trained  during  the  report  period: 


Month 

Off 

31 

Feb 

75 

1218 

Mar 

70 

1807 
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Apr 

70 

1103 

6-31st  Irf 

54 

727 

(5)  In  addition  to  receiving  the  normal  replacement  tralningo  com¬ 
pany  grade  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  reoeived  an  additional 
three  day  orientation  keyed  specifically  to  the  situation  in  Vietnam. 

The  latest  equipment  in  use  in  Vietnam  is  demonstrated  when  practical, 
and  the  capabilities  and  limitations  of  support  elements  are  discussed. 
Two  hundred  forty-seven  officers  and  637  SCO's  attended  this  course. 

(4)  The  14  day  HCO  Leadership  Course  is  designed  to  raise  the  pro¬ 
ficiency  level  of  small  unit  leaders  within  the  division  by  presenting 
instruction  in  the  principles  of  .leadership  and  instruction  and  practical 
exercises  in  the  skills  required  of  junior  leaders.  The  course  is  aimed 
at  the  specialist  and  junior  HCO  who  have  not  had  the  benefit  of  prior 
formal  leadership  training  and  who  will  probably  be  required  to  assume  a 
leadership  position  during  combat.  During  the  past  three  months,  660 
personnel  have  completed  the  NCO  Leadership  Course. 

(3)  Battalion  refresher  training  is  conducted  by  the  maneuver 
battalion  on  a  schedule  of  one  day  training  per  company  per  week.  This 
flexible  scheduling  sllows  timely  instruction  and  also  permits  each 
maneuver  battalion  to  complete  its  refresher  training  each  month. 

(6)  The  9th  Inf  Div  continued  during  this  reporting  period  to 
qualify  personnel  in  specific  MOS's  by  sending  them  to  courses  being 
conducted  for  this  purpose  hy  support  units. 

g.  (C)  Logiat.:Pc  During  the  quarterly  period  ending  30  Apr  68, 
logistical  activities  continued  in  support  of  the  9th  Inf  Div  and  its 
operations.  There  were  several  significant  problems  in  providing  re¬ 
supply  of  all  classes  of  supplies  during  the  initial  phase  of  the  VC  Tet 
Offensive.  During  this  phase  of  the  Tet  Offensive,  all  classes  of  supply 
furnished  to  9th  Inf  Djv  base  camps  at  Camp  Martin  Cox,  Tan  An,  and  Dong 
Tam  were  reduced  because  of  intense  combat  operations  in  the  Saigon  area, 
where  the  506th  General  Depot  is  located,  and  the  interdiction  of  main 
supply  routes  that  lead  to  9th  Inf  base  camps.  To  alleviate  the  short¬ 
ages  of  Class  I,  IIf  U  IV,  the  9th  Inf  Div  provided  its  own  logistical 
convoys  with  tactics*  security  to  make  scheduled  pick-ups  at  the  506th 
General  Depot  and  deliver  these  supplies  to  Camp  Martin  Cox,  Tan  An,  and 
Dong  Tam,  During  the  period  31  Jan  68  -  10  Feb  66,  perishables  normally 
received  from  Saigon  were  not  available.  Meal  Combat  Individual  Rations 
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were  airlifted  from  Camp  Martin  Cox  to  Tan  An  and  shipped  by  barge  from 
Viang  Tau  to  French  Fort  vie  XS  89561 5  •  During  this  period  the  lack  of 
fuel  created  a  significant  problem  at  Tan  An»  This  resulted  from  failure 
of  the  contracted  commercial  carriers  to  deliver  fuel  to  Tan  An  during 
the  Tet  Offensive.  The  9th  Inf  Div  filled  its  fuel  supply  at  Tan  An  in 
advance  of  Tet  and  positioned  two  JP4  5000  gallon  tankers,  one  MOGAS 
5,000  gallon  tanker,  and  one  diesel  5.000  gallon  tanker  at  Tan  An  with 
the  idea  to  fill  at  Nha  Be  or  Tan  Son  Nhut  during  the  Tet  period.  In 
addition  to  the  fuel  tankers,  two  10,000  go-llon  bladders  were  placed  on 
the  ground  at  Tan  An  to  increase  the  storage  capacity  of  MOGAS  and  diesel 
fuel.  The  9th  Supply  and  Transportation  Battalion  closely  monitored 
issues  and  on  hand  amounts  and  was  in  a  position  vo  adequately  resupply 
Tan  An  utilizing  organic  transportation, 

(1)  Operations  RILEY,  TO AN  THANG,  and  NARASUAN  were  supported  from 
Camp  Martin  Cox  by  surface  line  of  communication  ( LOC )  and  emergency  by 
air. 

(2)  Operation  KITTYHAWK  continued  to  be  supported  from  Blaokhorse 
Base  Camp. 

(3)  Operation  ENTERPRISE  and  QUYET  THANG  continued  to  be  supported 
from  Tan  An.  Elements  of  the  5—39  Inf  and  one  battery  (-)  of  the  I-84 
Arty  continued  to  occupy  Frenoh  Fort  vie  XS  895615. 

(4)  Operations  CORONADO  X,  XI,  and  TRUONG  CONG  DINH  were  supported 
by  the  Mobile  Riverine  Base  (MRB)  and  from  Dong  Tam  Base.  HOPTAC, 

HOPTAC  I,  and  DUOHJ  CUA  DAN  (PEOPLE'S  ROAD)  were  also  supported  from  Dong 
Tam  Base. 

(5)  On  15  Feb  68  the  9th  Inf  Div  deployed  the  3-5  Cav  (-)  in  the 
I  CT2  near  Da  Nang.  Subsequently  they  were  deployed  further  north  near 
Dong  Ha.  The  mode  of  transportation  was  LOC  water  from  New  Port  to  Da 
Nang  utilizing  six  landing  ships  tank  (LST's).  Major  items  of  equipment 
shipped  were  31  tanks,  80  armored  personnel  carriers,  6  M88VTHS  and  sev¬ 
eral  wheeled  vehicles.  While  the  3-5  Cav  (-)  operated  in  I  CTZ,  they  were 
under  the  operational  control  of  the  1st  Air  Cavalry  DivlBxon  (AM)  then 
later  placed  under  the  operational  control  of  the  3**-  Marine  Division. 
Logistical  support  was  provided  by  both  the  Da  Nang  Support  Command  and 
the  9th  Inf  Div.  A  distance  of  more  than  3 CO  miles  separated  the  9th  Inf 
Div  from  the  3-5  Cav  (-);  therefore,  responsiveness  was  limited.  However 
from  20  Feb  until  present  tbe  3-5  Cav  (-)  has  been  supported  in  a  satis¬ 
factory  manner.  The  9th  Inf  Div  is  currently  replacing  combat  loss 
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equipment  such  as  Ml 13  armored  personnel  carriers  and  tanks .  Twelve  C130 
airplanes  have  been  utilized  to  transport  nine  Mil 3  personnel  carriers 
from  Long  Thanh  North  to  Dong  Ha,  and  six  tanks  have  been  shipped  by  LOO 
water  from  Saigon  to  Dong  Ha.  In  addition,  TO&E  equipment  and  repair 
parts  are  shipped  to  the  3-3  Cav  (-)  on  an  as  required  basis. 

(6)  On  3  Apr  68  the  6-31  Inf  joined  the  9th  Inf  Div.  This  unit 
arrived  from  CONUS.  On  12  Apr  68  the  6-31  Inf  received  its  vehicles  and 
cargo  by  ship  from  Saigon  port.  Vessel  cargo  consisted  of  39  wheeled 
vehicles,  39  conex  and  27  orates,  a  total  of  390  short  tons.  Cargo  was 
discharged  and  hauled  to  Camp  Martin  Cox  without  problems. 

(7)  Maintenance  service  on  9th  Inf  Div  aircreft  was  significantly 
improved  during  this  quarter  by  the  acquisition  of  13  civilian  aircraft 
mechanics  from  Lockheed  Aircraft  Service  Company  Midwest  City,  Oklahoma. 
These  13  mechanics  were  assigned  to  B  Company  709th  Maintenance  Battalion 
on  3  Mar  68  and  are  scheduled  to  depart  on  21  Aug  68. 

(8)  Maintenance  service  of  the  close  loop  support  program  improved 
significantly  during  this  quarterly  period.  Major  items  received  were  60 
M113A1  armored  personnel  carriers.  These  60  personnel  carriers  are  for 
exchange  of  gas  engine  Mil 3  for  diesel  engine  M113A1. 

(9)  See  Inclosure  16,  Support  Command  QRLL  for  logistical  support  in 
depth. 

h.  (U)  Psychological  Operations  and  Civil  Affairs. 

( 1 )  Psychological  Operations. 

(a)  General.  The  period  covered  by  this  report,  1  Feb  68  through 
30  Apr  60,  was  particularly  significant  in  that  the  Viet  Cong  Tet  Of¬ 
fensive,  which  began  30  Jan  68,  necessitated  the  most  intensive  PSYOP 
effort  ever  implemented  by  the  9th  Inf  Div.  A  significant  aspect  of  the 
Tet  Offensive  was  the  psychological  impact  which  the  VC  attacks  against 
population  centers  had  upon  the  civilians  of  the  Republic  of  Vietnam. 
People  living  in  government  controlled  areas,  the  largest  population 
centers  of  Saigon,  My  Tho,  Vinh  Long,  Can  Tho,  Tan  An,  etc,  had  no  real 
exposure  to  the  full  wrath  of  the  VC  soldier  until  the  Tet  Offensive. 

The  ferocity  of  the  attack  and  the  initial  short  lived  successes  which 
the  Viet  Cong  enjoyed  left  the  people  in  provincial  end  district  towns 
within  the  TAOI  stunned.  During  the  few  days  early  in  Feb  in  which  the 
Viet  Cong  controlled  portions  of  the  city  of  My  Tho,  the  enemy  launched 
an  extensive  face  to  face  PSYOP  campaign  with  the  intent  of  convincing 
the  civilian  population  that  a  coalition  government  had 
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been  plaoed  into  effeot,  that  the  Viet  Cong  had  managed  fantastio  suc¬ 
cesses  elsewhere  in  the  oountry ,  and  that  the  population  would  do  well  to 
rally  to  the  support  of  the  Viet  Cong  and  the  Rational  Liberation  Front. 
Although  the  ruaors  of  a  ooalition  government  were  easily  put  down,  in  My 
Tho  for  example  by  elements  of  the  403xd  POLWAR  company  using  track- 
mounted  loudspeakers  as  well  as  the  eventual  ejection  of  all  remaining  VC 
elements  in  the  northwestern  portions  of  the  city,  the  campaign  none  the 
less  had  its  effect.  The  viability  of  the  GVN  had  indeed  been  put  to 
question  in  the  minds  of  many  of  the  refugees  and  victims  of  the  attack. 

La  the  dust  began  to  settle,  however,  and  psychological  victory  which  the 
VC  might  have  aohieved  initially  began  to  wane,  life  began  to  return  to  a 
state  of  normaloy.  Citizens  in  the  Bien  Eoa  -  Long  Binh  area  roundly  re¬ 
nounced  the  Viet  Cong  as  much  for  their  desecration  of  Tet  as  for  their 
acts  of  violence  against  the  very  people  they  claimed  to  be  "liberating". 
The  Tet  Offensive  had  the  ultimate  psychological  effect  of  showing  the 
civilian  population  the  true  odors  of  the  VC /HU  movement.  Rather  than 
supporting  the  Viet  Cong  out  of  fear,  they  began  to  rally  their  support 
even  more  ardently  behind  the  GVN,  It  was  in  the  provincial  and  distriot 
capitals  that  popular  rejection  of  the  VC  movement  was  most  evident.  The 
weekly  PSYOP  attitude  reports  for  the  period  immediately  following  the 
offensive  indicated  that  many  had  seen  for  the  first  time  the  vindictive , 
untempered  use  of  violence  so  characteristic  of  the  Viet  Cong.  The  im- 
paot  of  the  GVN  recovery  program  in  the  areas  hardest  hit  contributed 
significantly  toward  improving  the  GVN  image.  In  the  rural  areas,  how¬ 
ever,  the  civilian  population  was  evidently  not  so  quick  to  respond  to 
GVN  appeals  for  public  support.  Beoause  of  operational  neoessity,  many 
of  these  areas  were  left  unsecured  by  the  ARVN  troops  deployed  in  the  de¬ 
fense  of  the  larger  population  centers.  In  late  Feb,  as  US  and  ARVN  units 
in  Binh  Tuong  Province  moved  back  into  the  rural  areas  to  destroy  VC 
units,  reopen  Highway  QL  4s>  and  attempt  to  regain  public  trust  and  sup¬ 
port,  most  efforts  met  with  a  cold  response.  Whereas  the  provincial  radio 
station  in  My  Tho  was  on  the  air  telling  of  VC  losses  during  the  offen¬ 
sive  and  explaining  GVN  and  fVMAF  successes  in  regaining  all  population 
centers,  the  radio-less  rural  population  went  unadvised  except  as  the  VC 
ohose  to  advise  them.  That  then  was  the  situation  facing  the  9th  Inf  Div 
with  respect  to  PSYOP  and  the  civilian  population.  The  principal  task 
appeared  to  lie  in  the  rural  areas  and  required  that  the  population  there 
be  told  as  quickly  as  possible  of  the  VC  defeats,  the  GVN  recovery  pro¬ 
gram,  and  the  concern  which  the  government  felt  for  their  well-being. 

Their  cooperation  in  providing  information  on  Viet  Cong  activity  to  assist 
the  GVN  was  identified  as  a  major  objeotive  of  our  PSYOP  as  well. 

(b)  There  have  been  increasing  reports  through  intelligence  ohannele 
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that  due  to  the  heavy  losses  incurred  by  main  force  Viet  Cong  units,  VC 
ondremen  and  military  proselyting  sections  within  the  Viet  Cong  Infras¬ 
tructure  have  been  forced  to  recruit  not  only  guerrillas  but  civilians, 
including  women  and  children,  to  serve  in  oombat  and  combat  support 
units c  It  is  becoming  increasingly  evident  that  low  morale  and  severe 
disillusionment  plague  many  Viet  Cong  units,  The  failures  of  the  Tet 
Offensives  the  staggering  losses  sustained,  the  non-arrival  of  promised 
reinforcements  and  "super  weapons"  have  all  contributed  to  further  lower¬ 
ing  the  morale  of  the  Viet  Cong  soldier.  Perhaps  most  eignificant  among 
the  many  failures  of  the  Tet  Offensive  was  the  utter  lack  of  public 
support  engendered  by  the  VC/NLF  movement.  The  Viet  Cong  in  pre-Tet 
propaganda  targeted  at  their  troops  made  much  of  the  anticipated  up¬ 
rising  of  the  people  and  the  supposed  rallying  of  public  support  behind 
the  Viet  Cong  movement.  As  the  Viet  Cong  made  their  attacks  against 
provincial  and  district  capitals,  it  had  been  expected  that  a  general 
uprising  of  the  population  would  follow,  heralding  the  Viet  Cong  and 
the  NLP  as  the  liberators  of  South  Vietnam, 

(c)  There  is  considerable  evidence  of  deteriorating  morale  on 
the  part  of  North  Vietnamese  soldiers  infiltrated  into  the  south  to 
participate  in  what  they  were  told  would  be  the  coup  de  grace.  The 
winter-spring  offensive  was  to  have  achieved  fantastic  success,  and  NVA 
soldiers  were  supposedly  needed  only  to  finish  off  isolated  pockets  of 
resistance  and  then  would  ride  forward  on  the  crest  of  the  wave  of 
victory  into  the  welcoming  arms  of  the  liberated  people  of  South  Vietnam, 
Their  disillusionment  has  been  profound. 

(d)  In  a  recent  policy  guidance  received  from  the  Joint  United 
States  Public  Affairs  Office  (JTJSPAO),  a  country-wide  program  of 
psychological  operations  targeted  at  Viet  Cong  and  NVA  units  was  out¬ 
lined,  This  program  is  currently  being  implemented  to  fully  exploit 
the  failures  of  the  Viet  Cong  Tet  Offensive  and  the  many  other  PSYOP 
vulnerabilities  which  are  now  in  evidence.  In  leaflet  and  loudspeaker 
propagandas  the  enemy  is  told  of  the  failures  of  the  winter-spring 
offensive  arid  of  the  inevitable  defeat  of  the  Viet  Cong  and  NVa 

forces.  The  enemy  is  also  told  of  the  Chieu  Hoi  Program  and  is  encourag¬ 
ed  to  rally  to  the  government  of  South  Vietnam  as  his  only  hope  for 
survival.  Yet,  statistics  indicate  a  record  low  in  the  number  of  ral- 
liers  to  come  into  the  program  since  the  beginning  of  the  offensive. 

While  it  may  be  expected  that  these  statistics  will  improve  as  the 
winter-spring  offensive  loses  momentum,  the  fact  remains  that  for  the 
present  the  Viet  Cong  or  NVA  soldiers  are  being  kept  too  busy  to  make 
escape  possible  or  fer sible  in  most  oases,  regardless  of  how  much  they 
may  desire  to  do  so.  Whereas  the  nation  wide  campaign  of  P3YWAR 
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presently  being  implemented  in  accordance  with  current  JUSIAO  guidance 
may  well  engender  the  desire  to  surrender  or  rally  to  the  GVN,  the 
campaign  does  not  afford  the  enemy  the  opportunity.  As  psychologically 
correct  as  the  moment  might  be,  events  have  precluded  him  from  acting. 

It  would  appear  that  in  consideration  of  this,  a  deliberate  plan  to 
provide  an  otherwise  doomed  enemy  with  the  opportunity  to  surrender  could 
well  achieve  a  good  measure  of  success. 

(e)  In  light  of  the  9th  Inf  Div's  assigned  mission  in  Dinh  Tuong 
Province  of  securing  and  up-grading  Highway  QL  4,  Division  PSYOP 
personnel  were  '.n  an  advantageous  position  to  conduct  an  intensive 
face  to  face  PSYOP  campaign  targeted  at  the  civilian  population  in  the 
rural  areas  along  the  highway.  Having  identified  the  immediate  require¬ 
ment  of  keeping  the  civilian  population  informed  as  to  VC  losses  during 
the  offensive,  the  successes  of  ARVN  and  FWMAF  troops,  the  re-establish¬ 
ment  of  security  in  the  population  centers,  end  the  efforts  and  accom¬ 
plishments  of  the  GVH  recovery  program,  new  propaganda  had  to  be  devel¬ 
oped  as  quickly  as  possible.  During  the  first  two  weeks  following  the 
offensive,  the  9th  Inf  Div  developed  15  quick  reaction  leaflets  and  ten 
quick  reaction  tr.pes  to  accomplish  these  objectives.  To  provide  more 
complete  coverage,  a  special  newsletter,  "Ban  Tin  Tuc  Mien  Tay"  ("The 
Delta  Bulletin")  was  written  and  printed  in  10,000  copies  by  the 
division  and  was  distributed,  primari] r  by  hand,  by  mobile  PSYOP  teams 
operating  along  Highway  QL  4  in  Dinh  Tuong  and  Long  An  Provinces.  In  all, 
three  editions  of  the  newsletter  were  printed  and  disseminated  during 
the  two  month  period  following  the  Tet  Offensive.  (A  copy  of  the 
second  edition  is  attached  as  Inclosure  9  to  this  report).  News  items 
were  also  disseminated  by  loudspeakers  using  the  100C  watt  AEM-ABS-4 
mounted  in  utility  Helicopters,  The  face  to  face  PSYOP  effort  wa3  fully 
coordinated  with  CORDS  PSYOP  personnel  at  province  level,  and  through 
coordination  and  cooperation  with  7th  Inf  Div  (ARVH)  operating  out  cf 
My  TUo,  arrangements  were  made  with  the  US  advisor  to  407th  P0LWAR  Company 
to  iii.vvi.u-j  a  political  warfare  team  of  three  Vietnamese  to  augment  our 
efforts.  In  March  the  team  was  increased  to  five  men,  and  arrangements 
were  made  with  province  officials  to  field  a  ten  man  Armed  Propaganda 
Team  in  support  of  division  activities  along  Highway  QL  4  in  Dinh  Tuong 
Province.  These  face  to  face  activities  began  to  gain  the  confidence  of 
the  people,  and  shortly  after  their  deployment,  they  were  successful 
in  gaining  information  that  proved  to  be  of  intelligence  value  as  well 
as  indicating  that  the  local  civilian  population  was  becoming  more 
responsive  to  our  efforts,  VC  interdiction  of  Highway  i«L  4  began  to  drop 
off  sharply  due  to  US  presence  in  the  area.  Eotablished  curfews  along 
the  highway  were  respected  by  the  people,  and  they  began  to  slowly  indicate 
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a  desire  to  volunteer  information.  Previous  offers  of  rewards  for  inform¬ 
ation  had  gone  apparently  unnoticed  as  the  population  begun  to  voluntarily 

rt.-spv.-nd  to  the  questions  of  psyoperators  in  the  area.  In  April  the  face 

to  face  program  was  further  augmented  with  two  more  political  warfare 
teens  from  the  50th  FOLWAR  Battalion  in  Can  Tho.  A  23  member  cultural 

drama  team  was  also  deployed  in  the  area  to  add  to  our  capabilities. 

(f)  In  addition  to  the  Volunteer  Informant  Program,  leaflet  propaganda 
was  developed  to  support  the  upgrading  operation  on  QL  4.  Hand  distribut¬ 
ed  leaflets  at  checkpoints  explained  the  project,  listing  the  advantages 
the  improved  road  surface  would  hold  for  the  people  of  the  Mekong  Delta. 
Administrative  instructions  incident  to  traffic  control  in  the  construction 
areas  were  also  disseminated  in  this  manner.  To  make  the  delays  more 
palatable  at  congested  work  sights,  Koolaid  drinks  were  provided  to  the 
waiting  drivers  and  passengers  by  members  of  the  Mobile  PSYCP  Team  at  the 
same  time  that  they  passed  out  leaflets  apologizing  ior  and  explaining  3 
the  reasons  for  the  delay.  QL  4  bumper  stickers  are  being  printed,  GVN 
flags  are  attached  to  antennas ,  and  billboards  are  working  toward  generat¬ 
ing  public  enthusiasm  for  the  project  and  for  the  GVN  effort  in  behalf  of 
the  people.  The  military  importance  of  Highway  QL  4  to  the  AHVN  and 

US  troops  is  not  mentioned.  To  assist  in  developing  meaningful  propaganda, 
Nghia,  a  former  VC  propaganda  minister  from  Long  An  Province  who  rallied 
to  the  GVN  in  1567,  was  brought  to  Dong  Tam.  He  prepared  two  tapes  and 
leaflets  for  our  use  along  the  highway  and  in  support  of  the  Chieu  Hoi 
program. 

(g)  During  the  period  1  Feb  through  30  Apr,  the  division  captured 
853  detainees  who  were  eventually  classified  as  innocent  civilians. 

The  face  to  face  PSYOP  effort  targeted  at  these  innocent  civilians  during 
the  period  in  which  they  are  in  our  custody  is  a  significant,  part  of  the 
PSYOP  program  to  rally  public  support  for  the  GVN.  The  program  centers 
around  fair  treatment,  good  food,  medical  care  if  necessary,  and  expeditious 
return,  by  helicopter  or  boat,  to  the  district  capital  nearest  their  home. 
While  at  the  detainee  center,  they  are  provided  with  reeding  material 
prepared  by  JUGPAO  end  ’/IS  (Vietnam  Information  Service).  Movies  are 
shov.n,  and  a  television  set  is  provided  for  their  viewing  during  the  evening 
hours.  Prior  to  their  departure,  they  are  given  a  small  quantity  of  soap, 
cigarettes,  candy  and  other  small  items  together  with  100SVN,  Through  an 
interpreter,  the  civilians  are  told  of  our  regrets  at  having  detained  them, 
encouraged  to  avoid  assisting  the  Viet  Cong,  and  aBked  to  report  ail  Viet 
Cong  activity  to  the  nearest  GVN  agency  or  US  unit.  The  Mobile  Riverine 
Force  has  a  similar  program  involving  its  "Detainee  Boat";  the  theory 
being  that  good  treatment  during  the  short  time  these  individuals  ere 
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exposed  to  the  US/GVH  will  go  farther  in  enlisting  their  support  than  eny 
amount  of  leaflet  propaganda. 

(h)  PSYVAR  targeted  at  the  Viet  Cong  units  received  second  priority 
during  the  period  following  the  Tet  Offensive  primarily  because  policy 
guidance  received  from  JUSFAO  identified  the  civilian  population  as  the 
principal  target  group.  Prior  to  1  Apr  only  approximately  15$  of  all 
propaganda  developed  and  disseminated  was  targeted  at  the  Viet  Ccng/NVA 
ooldier.  During  Apr,  however,  sharp  increases  in  this  percentage  took 
place  as  quick  reaction  leaflets  were  developed  stressing  the  futility  of 
the  continued  Viet  Cong  effort,  losses  during  the  Tet  Offensive,  recruiting 
difficulties,  low  morale,  and  the  lack  of  public  support. 

(i)  PSYOP  Activities  1  Feb  through  28  Ajjr  68. 

X  TotBl  missions:  353 

£  Leaflets:  Tctal  dropped:  10,147,850.  Total  hand  distributed: 

387, 0G0.  Total  Rapid  Reaction's  produced:  4i 

X  Rev  leaflets  produced  by  division:  9*  Pi  ■sSfci.'iincttd  107,000 

4  Speaker:  205.35  total  hours 

X  Movies  shown:  19 

(2)  Civil  Affairs, 

(a)  Self-Help  Programs.  A  substantial  increase  in  the  degree  of 
civilian  participation  in  9th  Inf  Div  Civic  Action  Programs  was  noted 
during  the  reporting  period.  The  percentage  of  Vietnamese  self-help  for 
the  month  of  Febr'i&ry  was  71$.  The  people  have  shown  that  they  want 
to  be  helped,  and  if  we  do  help  them,  no  matter  what  the  threat  may  be 
on  their  lives  and  the  lives  of  their  families,  they  will  try  to  help 
themselves.  Even  •c'nrough  the  Tet  Ag«reeeion  dampened  some  aspects  of 
Civic  Action  during  the  beginning  of  the  reporting  period,  it  also 
served  to  strengthen  the  over-all  effectiveness  of  the  program  as  the 
population  is  now  much  more  receptive  to  our  acts  and  deeds  and  much 
more  willing  to  get  out  and  work  with  the  Americans.  With  the  2-47  Inf 
(m)  supplying  the  materials  and  supervision,  the  villagers  of  Einh  Son 
Village  have  performed  all  the  labor  to  construct  a  barrier  around  their 
village  to  keep  the  Viet  Cong  from  continually  entering.  It  has  been 
noted  in  several  instances  that  the  Vietnamese  do  not  respect  the  duellings 
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that  arc  built  by  Americana  as  much  as  they  do  tha  dwellings  that  they 
construct  themselves.  "If  you  build  a  house  for  them  (Vietnamese 
Civilians)  they  won;t  live  in  it,  but  if  you  supply  the  materials  and 
let  them  build  their  own  house,  they’re  very  content"  -  Senior  District 
Advisor,  Nhon  Trach  District,  With  this  in  mind,  the  division  is  turn¬ 
ing  more  and  more  to  simply  sawiying  the  materials  to  the  people  srd, 
when  needed,  the  supervision, 

(b)  Repair  &  Construction  Efforts.  Repair  and  construction 
projects  as  pure  of  the  9th  Inf  Div’s  Civic  Action  Program  fluctuated 
widely  during  this  reporting  period  due  to  the  enemy's  Tet  Offensive. 
Tactical  commitments  for  the  month  of  Feb  precluded  the  number  of  repair 
and  construction  projects  desired.  Most  of  the  repair  and  construction 
effort  went  toward  orphanages,  ehurcHee ,  pagodas  and  dwellings  which 
were  damaged  because  of  the  Tet  Offensive.  Efforts  to  improve  land 
routes  of  communication  achieved  dramatic  results  during  this  reporting 
period.  Kithway  QL  4?  from  the  Delta,  to  Saigon,,  known  as  the  "Lifeline 
of  the  Delta"  has  been  kept  open  and  is  being  resurfaced  by  the  9th  Inf 
Div  (See  Para  1h(2)(f)i,  below).  Due  to  the  type  of  work  being  performed 
and  the  type  of  equipment  being  used  on  Highway  QL  4,  most  of  the  labor 
load  has  been  carried  by  US  personnel.  However,  all  other  repair  and 
construction  projects  have  been  carried  out  on  a  "self-help"  basis. 

(c)  Commodity  Distributions.  Commodity  distributions  of  food¬ 
stuffs  conducted  by  divisional  units  in  conjunction  with  "Operation 
KANSAS"  again  reflected  a  substantial  increase  over  the  previous 
quarter's  achievements.  During  Feb  the  quantity  of  foodstuffs  distributed 
nearly  doubled  the  total  for  the  entire  last  reporting  period.  This 

can  be  attributed  to  the  enemy  Tet  Offensive  which  produced  so  many  homeless 
refugees.  The  "Operation  KANSAS"  distribution  facility  at  divisional 
level  was  able  to  respond  to  the  units’  requests  in  nearly  all  instances 
up  to  the  last  month  of  the  reporting  period. 

(a)  Medical  Civic  Action  Frogran.  During  this  reporting  period,  the 
9th  Inf  Div  Medical  Civic  Action  Program  (ti.DC/.i )  treated  only  5^®  of 
the-  number  treated  during  the  last  reporting  period.  This  sharp  decline 
can  be  attributed  to  several  factors.  The  Tet  Offensive  hurt  the  division 
KEDCAP  program  cons:  cerably  as  many  areas  were  put  "off  limits"to  MEDCAP 
teams  for  as  ouch  as  two  of  the  three  reportable  months.  The  relocation 
of  major  units  within  the  division  also  hindered  the  program  as  the  people 
in  many  01  the  areas  to  which  the  units  moved  had  never  seen  Americans 
before  and  were  quite  hesitant  to  come  out  and  be  treated.  Also,  during 
the  Tet  Offensive  and  for  some  time  thereafter,  US  medical  personnel  were 
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used  largely  to  treat  the  increased  combat  casualties.  As  the  effects 
of  the  Tet  Offensive  diminish  and  the  people  become  more  accustomed  to 
American  presence,  more  people  are  turning  out  for  division  KEDCAPs, 

On  24  Apr  68  two  MEDCAPa  conducted  by  the  1st  Bde  on  QL  4  in  Dinh  Tuong 
Province  treated  a  total  of  5OO  patients,  indicating  that  the  people 
are  putting  more  trust  in  the  Americans  now.  Coordination  of  MiiDCAP 
programs  with  GVH  offioials  and  MACV  Advisors  is  eccomplished  in 
some  instances  in  secure  areas.  However,  it  is  now  felt  that  prior 
notification  of  a  coming  MEDCAP  could  result  in  endangering  the  MEDCAP 
team.  Specialized  medical  treatment  continues  to  be  provided  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  9th  Medical  Battalion  and  the  Jd  Surgical  Hospital 
at  Dong  Tam,  the  24th  Evacuation  Hospital  at  Long  Binh,  and  with 
Saigon's  Cho  Ray  Hospital. 

(e)  Tet  Offensive  Reaction.  During  the  Tet  Offensive,  there  were 
many  hungry,  homeless,  and  in  many  cases  wounded  Vietnamese  civilians. 

The  9th  Inf  Biv  reacted  with  emergency  relief  and  refugee  support.  In 
the  Dinh  Tuong  Province  city  of  My  Tho,  the  division  worked  in  close 
coordination  with  GVN  and  CORDS  officials  to  achieve  significant  results. 
Through  the  Province  Minister  of  Social  Welfare,  nearly  70,000  poundB  of 
division-provided  foodstuffs  were  equitably  distributed  to  6,000  homeless 
civilians  and  refugee  families.  In  addition,  3>000  gallons  of  potable 
water  were  delivered  each  day  through  division  resources  to  three  refugee 
camps,  hospitals,  end  orphanages  in  the  area.  The  My  Tho  Provincial 
Hospital  was  practically  paralyzed  by  the  influx  of  some  2,000  wounded 
civilians.  As  a  result  of  a  request  submitted  by  the  Province  Chief  of 
Dinh  Tuong  Province,  a  medical  assessment  team  from  the  9th  Inf  Div 
was  dispatched  to  the  hospital.  They  found  the  hospital  staff  to  be  over 
extended.  Additionally,  they  noted  that  there  was  an  insufficient  quantity 
of  medical  supplies  on  hand  to  meet  the  requirements  posed  by  this  mass 
casualty  situation.  The  Division  Surgeon  and  an  augmentation  team  from 
Company  D,  9th  Medical  Battalion  re-organized  the  hospital  on  a  24  hour 
basis,  performing  triage  and  emergency  operations  while  savage  fighting 
flared  throughout  the  city.  The  5th  AA  Platoon,  2d  GA  Company  provided 
two  trained  medical  assistants  and  supervised  the  construction  cf  sorely 
needed  intravenous  feeding  stands,  traction  racks,  and  leg  elevators. 
Officers  and  men  of  the  Division  Support  Command  contributed  24  pints 
of  whole  blood  to  meet  immediate  needs.  One  complete  field  kitchen  was 
provided  to  facilitate  regular  feeding  of  the  hospital's  patients.  The 
success  of  this  emergency  relief  was  a  direct  result  of  the  9th  Inf  Div's 
prompt  response  to  the  request  of  GVH  officials,  in  conjunction  with 
guidance  provided  by  COPUS  representatives. 
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(f)  Civic  Action  Highlights. 

Orphans’  Village,,  Located  two  miles  from  the  division's  Bearcat 
base  camp  is  Orphans'  Village.  Shortly  after  the  Tet  Offensive,  a  group 
of  70  Buddhist  monks  from  Gia  Dinh  Province  gathered  more  than  30C  young¬ 
sters  from  all  over  the  Mekong  Delta  who  had  been  orphaned  because  of 
the  Tet  Offensive  and  set  out  to  build  an  orphanage.  High  on  hope  and 
willing  to  work,  the  monks  found  tnemselves  short  on  supplies.  They 
turned  to  the  9th  Inf  Div  at  Bearcat,  end  the  results  were  overwhelming. 
Tiie  village  received  enthusiastic  support  from  numerous  units  at  Bearcat, 
within  a  short  time,  buildings  began  to  spring  up,  a  playground  was 
completed,  and  transportation  was  provided  weekly  to  nick  up  any  and  all 
supplies  that  the  monks  might  need.  On  17  Apr  68,  Nguyen  Van  Su,  director 
of  the  orphanage  presented  General  Roseborough,  Asst  Division  Commander, 
with  a  plaque  symbolizing  their  appreciation  of  the  help  given  them  by 
the  officers  and  men  of  the  9th  Inf  Div. 

2  Responding  to  the  Tet  Aggression  Relief  Project  (lV.Rr),  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  9th  Inf  Div  contributed  more  than  $2730.00  to  be 
used  for  such  things  as  building  a  new  school  house  at  the  Dong  Tern  Base, 
repairing  two  orphanages  at  My  Tho  that  were  damaged  during  the  Tet 
Offensive,  and  constructing  a  high  school  in  Long  Thanh  Listrict,  just 
to  mention  a  few.  Each  contributing  unit  picked  the  project  that  they 
wanted  to  finance,  resulting  either  directly  or  indirectly  from  the  Tet 
Aggression, 


Elements  of  the  9th  Inf  Div  have  undertaken  the  project  of  clearing, 
maintaining  and  repaving  QL  4  in  Dinh  Tuong  Province.  General  William  C. 
Westmoreland,  COKULKACV,  commented  on  the  significance  of  Highway  QL  4: 
"There  is  only  one  major  route  into  Saigon  from  the  Delta;  that’s  Highway 
4.  The  people  depend  on  this  communications  Unit  with  the  capital,  and 
the  commerce  that  travels  the  road  is  important  to  the  economy  of  Saigon. 

We  must  keep  Highway  4  open".  Knowing  the  importance  and  the  significance 
of  the  work  that  the  9th  Inf  Div  is  doing  on  QL  4s  the  pi.ople  of  the  area 
have  offered  not  only  to  help  in  the  repair  of  the  highway  but  have  also 
offered  information  about  the  VC  ana  VC  Sapper  teems  operating  in  that 
area. 

(g)  Table  of  Accomplishments.  Civic  Action  1  Feb  68  to  30  Apr  06. 

1  MEDCAP  II  Operations  721 

Patients  49,875 
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2  Efforts  to  Improve  LOC: 

Bridges  Constructed 

36 

Bridges  Repaired 

24 

Roads  Constructed 

15km 

Roads  Repaired 

337km 

\  Repair  and  Construction: 

Schools 

8 

Dispensaries 

6 

Playgrounds 

10 

Other  Major 

126 

Other  Minor 

57 

4  Commodities  Distributed: 

Cement 

71,370  lbs 

Lumber 

525,765  bd  : 

Clothing 

Health  and 

5,201  lbs 

Sanitation  Items 

5,115  lbs 

School  Kits 

2,070  ea 

Tin  (sheets) 

2,773  ea 

Foodstuff:- 

202,940  lbs 

i.  (U)  Regional  Force/ Popular  Force  Upgrading  and  ARVN  Training. 

(1)  The  Army  Republic  of  Vietnam  (ARVN)  Infantry  Battalion  Retraining 
Program  which  was  initiated  on  Jul  67  and.  expanded  in  Sep  to  include 
Artillery,  Cavlary  and  Engineer  units  continued  during  this  reporting 
period.  Scheduled  training  v/aa  interrupted  primarily  during  the  Tet 
Offensive  due  to  both  US  and  ARVN  elements  being  totally  committed.  Upon 
diminiahment  of  enemy  activites,  the  training  was  again  reinstituted  but 
not  with  the  enthusiasm  previously  exhibited  by  the  Vietnamese.  The  fact 
that  the  Jth  Inf  Div  was  fragmented  and  positioned  in  different  locations 
than  that  experienced  prior  to  Tet  also  made  our  refresher  training 
progress  more  difficult.  Although  every  effort  was  made  to  continue 
training  while  ARVN  units  were  in  the  field,  this  achieved  but  limited 
success.  The  status  of  ARVN  refresher  training  as  of  51  Mar  68  is  as 
reflected  on  Inclosure  10a. 

(2)  Regional  Forces/Popular  Forces  (RF/PF)  upgrading  program, 
initiated  by  the  9th  Inf  Div  in  Hey  67,  continued  with  renewed  emphasis. 

A  survey  of  all  RF/PF  outposts  within  the  9th  Inf  Div  TAOI  progressed 
with  excellent  results.  This  survey  included  classifying  each  post, 
surveying  or  firing  DEFCONS,  preparing  contingency  plans  for  reaction 
forces,  and  supplying  required  materials.  Specific  teams  employed  to 
support  the  upgrading  program  were;  Mobile  Advisory  Teams  (MATS), 
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Combined  Reconnaissance  and  Intelligence  Platoon  (CHIP),  Improverient 
Action  Teams  (IMPACT)  and  the  Logistics  Administration  Advisory  Teams 
(LA  ATS). 

(a)  The  MATO  c.v.tinue  to  be  the  most  successful  of  the  upgrading 
teams  employed.  This  group,  by  living  with  the  local  RF/iF  force, 
was  able  to  reconr.en!  outpost  improvements,  increase  the  unit's 
combat  effectiveness  and  encourage  more  offensive  operations. 

Positioning  the  MATS  at  a  particular  ^ost  ennuic-d  the  group  to  exer¬ 
cise  daily  supervision  of  the  RF/PF  force.  Greater  RF/i-F  morale, 
more  offensive  operations  and  definite  outpost  defensive  improvements 
resulted  from  this  team's  presence.  Ae  of  51  Mar  68  the  seven  MATS 
deployed  in  the  division  TAOI  were  located  at: 


UNIT 

LOCATION 

1 ROVTNCE 

11th  ACR 

YT  933250 

Binh  Tuy 

YT  390264 

Long  Khanh 

let  Bde 

YT  278101 

Long  Khanh 

YS  080876 

Bien  Hoa 

Jd  Ede 

xs  54072c 

Long  An 

. 

xs  740659 

Long  An 

XS  856806 

Gia  Binh 

(b)  In  Nov  68  the  division  was  tasked  to  organize  and  deploy  IMPACT 
Teems.  This  group  was  formed  to  further  the  RF/PF  upgrading  efforts  end 
was  primarily  targeted  to  provide  high  impact,  short  length  visits  to  RF/ 
PF  outposts.  The  IMQ. ACT  Teams  complimented  the  MATS  but  were  utilized 
so  that  a  greater  number  of  outposts  could  be  assisted  than  that  afforded 
by  the  MATS.  The  IMPACT  Teams  were  highly  successful  and  were  instrumen¬ 
tal  in  improving  the  general  defensive  posture  of  RF/PF  outposts  in  the 
division  TACI„  At  the  end  of  this  reporting  period  IMPACT  Teams  were 
located  at: 

UNIT  LOCATION  PROVINCE 

11th  ACR  Binh  Loc  Long  Khanh 


1st  Bde 


Long  Thanh 
Nhon  Trach 
Tam  Thu 


Bien  Hoa 
Bien  Hoa 
Bien  Hoa 
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2d  Bde 

Giao  Due 

Dinh  Tuong 

Cai  Be 

Dinh  Tuong 

AO  Cracker jack 

Dinh  Tuong 

3d  Bde 

Binh  Phuoc 

Long  An 

Rach  Kien 

Long  An 

Tan  Tru 

Long  An 
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The  effectiveness  of  the  RF/PF  outpoBt  upgrading  is  as  reflected  on 
Inclosure  10b.  The  amount  of  RF/PF  IMPACT  support  is  as  shown  on 
Inclosure  10c. 

(c)  The  CRIF,  organized  initially  in  Long  An  Province  in  Oct  67  and 
expanded  to  Bien  Hoa  Province  in  Dec  67 ,  continued  to  be  employed  with 
ocrked  Buccess  during  this  reporting  period.  The  CHIP'S  continued  to 
perform  their  multi-purpose  missions  to  exploit  current  intelligence, 
conduct  reconnaissance  and  combat  patrolling  and  destroy  the  Viet  Cong 
infrastructure.  This  combined  US-VN  force  of  42  men  proved  invaluable. 
When  the  RF/FF' a  knowledge  of  the  enemy,  terrain  and  local  language  was 
combined  with  the  firepower  and  mobility  of  the  US  element,  a  highly  ef¬ 
fective  and  versatile  force  was  formed.  Particularly  successful  during 
this  period  was  the  Long  An  CRIP. 

(d)  The  LAATS  Teams  were  organized  in  Dec  67  for  deployment  in 
Jan  68.  These  teams  were  formed  to  augment  the  Province  Senior  Advisor 
Staff  and,  specifically,  to  provide  expert  administrative  and  logistical 
advice  to  the  RF/PF  Administrative  and  Direct  Support  Logistical  Company 
(A&DSL).  These  teams  performed  outstandingly  and  easily  attained  the 
goals  for  which  they  were  organized.  The  enthusiasm  and  professional 
knowledge  exhibited  by  LAATS  members  enabled  this  group  to  achieve  success 
in  providing  the  guidance  and  assistance  needed  by  the  A&DSL  Company. 

LAATS  were  located  at: 

UNIT  LOCATION  FROVIHCE 

11th  ACR  Xuan  Loo  Long  Khanh 

Ham  Tan 
Bien  Hoa 
Tan  An 
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(C)  Engineer  Support .  During  the  reporting  period  the  15th  Engr 
Bn  vaa  engaged  in  the  following  major  tactical  operations:  RILEY, 
ENTERPRISE,  CORONADO,  DUONG  CUA  DAN  (PEOPLE'S  ROAD),  TOAN  THANG,  and 
TRUONG  CONG  DINK,  The  battalion's  principle  mission  in  each  operation 
centered  around  oombat  demolitions,  land  clearing,  road  repair  and  up¬ 
grading,,  bridge  construction  and  repair,  and  construction  and  upgrading 
of  defensive  fortifications.  The  rest  of  the  battalion's  effort  has  been 
directed  towards  base  camp  development.  This  has  been  accomplished  by 
direct  support  and  engineer  guidance  for  self  help  projects  of  various 
units  and  activities  within  the  division.  Of  significant  note  was  t^he 
support  rendered  in  Operation  PEOPLE'S  ROAD,  Working  in  coordination 
with  86th  Engr  Bn  and  ABVN  Engineer  units  also  maintaining  Highway  QL  4, 
this  oritical  artery  from  the  Delta  to  Saigon  was  cleared  and  repaired  on 
a  day  to  day  basis  allowing  civilian  and  military  traffic  to  flow  with 
minimum  delay*  During  the  period  9  Feb  68  thru  13  Mar  68,  battalion  ele¬ 
ments  repaired  over  200  craters,  made  numerous  expedient  repairs  to 
bridges,  cleared  roadblocks,  and  neutralized  numerous  mines  and  booby- 
traps,  (See  Inolosure  17,  15th  Engr  Bn's  ORLL),  The  93<i  Etogr  Bn  con¬ 
tinued  to  provide  direct  support  to  the  division  during  the  quarter, 

k,  (U)  Signal  Support,  During  this  quarter  the  communication 
electronic  resources  of  the  division  were  taxed  more  than  any  time  since 
the  division's  arrival  in  Vietnam,  Support  nad  to  be  provided  for  the 
Division  Forward  which  was  activated  in  Dong  Tam  in  February  and  to  sup¬ 
port  the  Mobile  Riverine  Force  which  operated  as  far  south  os  Can  Tho, 
(Reference  is  made  to  Inolosure  12,  9th  Sig  Bn's  ORLL). 

(1)  A  new  SOI  was  implemented  changing  call-words  division-wide  for 
the  first  time  since  the  division  arrived  in  RVN.  Many  transmission  com¬ 
promises  connecting  old  and  new  call-words  were  committed;  however,  the 
number  will  decrease  as  operators  gain  experience  and  practice  when 
periodically  changing  call-words  and  frequencies, 

(2)  Using  the  KY~8  Security  Device,  an  5M  secure  voice  radio  link  was 
established  between  division  headquarters  at  Camp  Martin  Cox  and  the 
Division  Forward  Command  Post  at  Dong  Tam,  This  link  is  over  90  km  in 
length.  In  order  to  obtain  a  usable  system  with  any  degree  of  reliabili¬ 
ty,  the  antennas  for  the  radios  are  mounted  on  top  of  200  foot  AB-216/U 
communication  towers-. 

(3)  Frequency  allocation  and  control  has  proven  to  be  a  full  time 
job  and  much  more  difficult  than  anticipated.  The  deployment  of  the 
FWMAF  in  Vietnam  is  such  that  units  sharing  a  frequency  often  find 
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that  they  interfere  with  one  another.  The  increased  range  of  the  FM  ra¬ 
dio  when  airborne  and  the  increased  use  of  FM  radios  in  aircraft  have  in¬ 
creased  considerably  the  frequency  management  problems.  Additionally, 
those  elements  of  the  division  that  are  employed  with  the  Mobile  Riverine 
Foroe  (MRF)  must  be  given  special  consideration  when  allocating  frequen¬ 
cies  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  Naval  communications.  Generally,  prior 
to  authorizing  a  unit  a  frequency,  that  frequency  must  be  monitored  from 
24  to  46  hours  to  insure  its  usability  in  the  area  in  which  the  unit  is 
operating. 

(4)  Many  vehicular  mounted  FM  radios  have  been  dismounted  and  in¬ 
stalled  in  hardened  Tactical  Operations  Centers  (TOC)  at  division,  bri¬ 
gade,  and  battalion  level.  In  these  locations  large  alternating  current 
(AC)  generators  are  brought  in  to  provide  power.  There  is  a  requirement 
division-wide  for  power  supplies  capable  of  converting  110  volts  AC  to 
28  volts  direct  current  (DC).  These  power  supplies  would  be  used  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  operating  FM  radios  in  a  dismounted  situation  using  AC  as 
the  primary  source  of  power. 

1.  (C)  Army  Aviation.  Army  Aviation  supported  division  operation 

daily.  Operation  TRUONG  CONG  DINE  was  characterized  by  the  use  of  raulti- 
ple  assault  helicopter  companies,  armed  helioopter  platoons,  and  medium 
and  heavy  helicopters  for  movement  of  artillery  and  supplies.  Armed 
helloopters  were  utilized  to  conduct  reconnaissance  by  fire  in  support  of 
operations.  The  9th  Avn  Bn  provided  general  support  to  the  division  and 
responded  to  requests  from  units  in  contact  for  close  support  and  troop 
lifts.  II  FFORCEV  supported  the  division  by  providing  an  average  of  1.45 
assault  helicopters  and  two  (2)  CH-47's  for  resupply,  artillery  movement 
and  troop  lifts  daily  (See  Inclosure  19,  9th  Avn  Bn's  ORLL). 

m«  (C)  Chemioal  Operations. 

(l)  E63  Manpack  Personnel  Detector  (MPD) (People  Sniffer); 

(a)  During  the  reporting  period  there  were  23  MPD  missions  flown  for 
a  total  of  38  hours.  All  missions  were  flown  using  UH-1  aircraft.  Re¬ 
sults  were  reported  to  the  division  G2  for  inclusion  in  their  compilation 
of  intelligence  indications.  Total  flying  time  during  the  previous  quar¬ 
ter  (l  Nov  67  -  31  Jan  68)  was  83  hours  covering  62  missions.  This  rep¬ 
resents  a  55$  decrease  in  useage  of  the  MPD.  The  primary  reason  for  this 
quarter's  decrease  was  the  non-availability  of  aircraft  due  to  the  tacti¬ 
cal  situation  during  the  Tet  Offensive  and  the  following  weeks. 
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(b)  Problems  are  still  being  encountered  with  maintenance  of  the  MPD. 
The  MPD  required  about  two  hours  of  maintenance  for  each  hour  that  it 
functioned.  ThiB  high  ratio  is  due  to  the  intricate  pre  and  post-flight 
maintenance  requirements,,  constant  inspections  repair  of  minor  parts  and 
non-availability  of  parts „  The  largest  single  problem  area  encountered 
this  quarter  has  been  the  non-availability  of  repair  parts  coming  in  from 
CONUS.  This  parts'  deficiency  problem  has  oaused  delays  upward  of  two 
months v  keeping  MPDs  from  returning  to  a  functioning  status . 

(2)  Riot  Control  Agent  Operations: 

(a)  During  the  reporting  period  there  were  eight  missions  flown 
utilizing  bulk  CS.  Over  26s500  pounds  were  dropped  covering  over  150 
hectares,,  There  were  five  missions  flown  utilizing  the  £15$  CS  Canister 
Clusteri  employing  54  £156  munitions,,  There  were  two  missions  flown 
utilizing  the  M5  CS  Dispenser  which  disseminated  over  360  pounds  of  bulk 
CS.  The  most  significant  employments  were: 

1_  5  Feb  68s  30  E158  CS  munitions  were  dropped  in  support  of  a  4lBt 

Ranger  (ARVN)  operation  in  the  Cholon  areat  at  XS  792868  to  XS  795871s,  as 
directed  by  COMUSMACV,  The  drop  was  not  exploited  by  the  Rangers;  there¬ 
fore  9  results  are  not  known  as  to  the  effectiveness  of  the  CS  in  the  area,. 

2  21  Mar  68s  3°  drums  of  bulk  CS  were  dropped  in  the  vicinity  of  XS 
996596s  XS  996577c  and  YS  021578  in  the  Rung  Sat  area  in  support  of  a 
Vietnamese  Marine  waterborne  beach  assault „  The  CS  was  dropped  in  the 
late  afternoon;  therefore v  due  to  very  poor  climatic  conditions  present 
(warm  thermal  air  currents  arising  off  the  ground^  most  of  the  agent  was 
lost  to  the  atmosphere,, 

JJ,  25  Mar  -68;  Six  E158  munitions  were  dropped  from  UH-1  aircraftt  at 
XS  254547t  in  support  of  2-39  Inf«  The  VC  were  in  fortified  defensive 
positions r  i,!.  bunkers »  along  a  wooded  stream  line,,  After  the  munitions 
were  dropped,  the  VC  abandoned  their  bunkers  and  fled„  exposing  them¬ 
selves  to  artillery,  gunship  airstrikes  and  ground  infantry  fire.  The 
results  were  15  VC  KBA  (BC)  and  2  VC  KIA  (BC), 

4.  25  Mar  68  Using  an  M5  dispenser.  180  pounds  of  bulk  CS  were 
dropped  over  an  area  approximately  ten  meters  wide  and  five  kilometers 
long,  at  XS  370400  to  425400,  to  restrict  the  enemy  use  of  suspected  re¬ 
coilless  rifle  sites.  Results  are  unknown;  however8  the  aircraft  drew 
automatic  weapons5  fire  during  the  mission. 
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S.  11  Apr  68:  Eight  E158  munitions  were  dropped  from  UH-1  aircraft, 
at  XS  181550,  in  support  of  2-39  Inf.  The  VC  were  occupying  well  forti¬ 
fied  defensive  positions,  i.e.  hunkers,  along  a  wooded  stream  line. 

After  the  CS  was  dropped,  the  VC  abandoned  their  positions  and  fled  into 
the  open  where  infantry  killed  five  VC  (BC).  Hite  2-39  Inf  swept  the  area 
killing  19  more  VC  (BC),  and  gunship  fire  killed  another  six  VC  (BC). 

(b)  On  17  Apr  68:  The  9th  Inf  Div  Chemical  Section  held  a  conference 
for  all  chemical  officers  in  MACV„  Ten  drums  of  bulk  C3  were  dropped  at 
XS  703673  to  XS  707677  using  a  new  explosive  burst*  .  an  ^  a  new  fuse  bomb 
designed  to  blow  CS  drums  at  pre-set  heights-of -burnt.  The  primary  ad¬ 
vantage  of  a  pre-set  fuse,  for  a  specific  height-of -burst,  is  that  the 
agent  will  be  disseminated  as  close  to  ground  level  as  possible,  thereby 
losing  less  agent  into  the  atmosphere.  Only  10  units  were  tested  out  of 
120  units  that  were  received.  Further  testing  and  evaluation  will  be  oon- 
ducted  throughout  the  next  reporting  period,  and  the  results  will  be  re¬ 
ported  in  the  next  ORLL.  Since  this  drop  was  a  test  of  a  new  munition, 
there  was  no  tactical  requirement  for  the  drop.  However,  due  to  a  strong 
downwind  drift,  the  local  population  in  Ben  Luc  was  made  somewhat  uncom¬ 
fortable  by  the  CS,  There  were  no  incapacitating  effects  reported.  The 
distance  from  the  target  area  to  Ben  Luc  is  approximately  10  kilometers. 

(c)  The  4.2  Cartridge  CS  XM630  round  is  proving  to  be  an  effective 
munition  when  used  ii.  close  support  of  troops.  IXiring  the  reporting 
period,  52  rounds  were  expended  in  a  1st  Bde  operation  against  VC  in 
bunkers.  The  VC  were  forced  to  abandon  the  bunkers,  and  US  ground  troops 
inflioted  moderate  casualties,  CS  is  an  effective  means  of  flushing  the 
enemy  from  entrenched  and  fortified  positions. 

(d)  The  40  MM  CS  XM651  round  for  the  M-79  launcher  is  presently  be¬ 
ing  tested  and  evaluated  in  Vietnam,  No  detailed  reports  have  come  into 
this  section  yet  on  the  effectiveness  of  this  CS  munition.  However,  one 
short  report  received  from  the  2d  Bde  states  that  they  are  using  the  40mm 
round  in  a  dual  role:  first,  the  agent  flushed  the  enemy  from  fortified 
positions,  and  secondly,  the  dense  cloud  served  as  a  spotting  round  for 
gunships  in  the  area.  The  40mm  CS  round  gives  ground  troops  an  on-the- 
spot  capability  to  employ  CS  at  any  given  time. 

(, e )  Observations: 

J.  Bulk  CS  is  best  used  when  disseminated  as  close  to  the  ground  as 
possible.  The  higher  above  ground  that  the  agent  is  disseminated,  the 
less  effective  it  is  likely  to  be  due  to  dissipation  in  the  atmosphere. 
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2.  The  M5  Dispenser  has  proven  to  be  an  effective  means  of  CS  dissemi¬ 
nation  over  linear  type  targets,,  This  system  is  effective  because  it  dis¬ 
seminates  the  agent  ten  to  twenty  feet  off  the  grounds  More  agent  is 
placed  onto  the  target;,  and  less  is  lost  into  the  atmosphere. 

(3)  Defoliation,, 

(a)  During  the  reporting  period  there  were  no  defoliation  missions 
flown  by  the  9th  Inf  Div  Chemical  Section.  Initial  requests  for  local 
province  chief's  approval  that  were  submitted  in  Jan  68.  have  not  yet 
been  returnedc  One  request  has  been  approved  in  Long  Khanh  Province  with 
an  estimated  spraying  time  of  December  of  this  yearo  The  long  delay  be¬ 
tween  request  approval  and  actual  spraying  is  due  to  the  fact  that  de¬ 
foliation  is  most  effective  when  earned  out  after  the  rainy  season  -  dur¬ 
ing  the  peak  growing  period. 

(b)  The  section  is  currently  reviewing  all  areas  that  have  been 
submitted  as  possible  defoliation  areas.  An  attempt  is  being  made  to 
submit  new  areas  and  to  downgrade  old  areas  that  are  no  longer  considered 
necessary  to  the  defoliation  plan. 

(c)  Large  areas  in  the  Rung  Sat  have  been  defoliated  thiB  quarter  by 
the  7th  Air  Force  under  their  Trail  Dust  program.  The  Air  Force  flys  these 
missions  with  C-123  "Ranch  Hand"  aircraft,.  The  9th  Inf  Div  Chemical  Sec¬ 
tion  receives  a  teletype  message  once  a  month  with  tne  coordinates  of  the 
areas  defoliated „ 

(4)  Enemy  CBR  Activity: 

(a)  There  have  been  no  significant  enemy  CBR  activities  within  the 
9th  Inf  Div  TAOI  during  the  past  three  months.  G2  reported  that  during  a 
planned  attack  on  My  Thof  on  20  Apr  68s  an  asphyxiating  gas  would  be  used 
against  friendly  troops.  However,  the  attack  never  came  about. 

(b)  The  enemy  probably  does  not  possess  the  capability  for  CBR  war¬ 
fare  with  possibly  the  exception  of  the  employment  of  a  Riot  Control  Agent 
such  as  CS. 
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2.  (0)  Section  2,  Leasone  Learned;  Commanders1  Observations.  Evalua¬ 

tions  and  Recommendations. 

4c  (U)  Personnel. 

(1  )  Preparation  of  Morning  Report  and  Personnel  Information  Roster. 

OBSERVATION.  Special  purpose  Teams  are  periodically  needed  to  assist 
units  in  preparation  of  Morning  Reports  and  Personnel  Information  Rosters. 

EVALUATION.  The  Morning  Report  is  furnished  to  this  headquarters  daily 
and  is  the  basis  for  reflecting  the  official  daily  personnel  status  of  the 
report  Lng  organization.  It  is  also  the  source  of  data  for  official  strength 
and  all  other  statistical  reports  produced  cy  this  headquarters .  The 
Personnel  Information  Roster  is  a  monthly  roster  listing  basic  information 
on  all  officer  and  enlisted  personnel  assigned  to  each  unit  of  the  division. 
It  is  also  a  means  of  communication  between  the  Personnel  Services  Division 
and  a  commander  or  staff  supervisor  concerning  personnel  management  activ¬ 
ities.  Lack  of  knowledge  and  a  disinterest  among  units  resulted  in  erron¬ 
eous  information,  improper  remarks,  and  late  submissions  of  these  reports. 
Also  attributed  to  this  is  the  recent  loss  of  administrative  personnel 
who  wore  knowledgeable  of  the  requirements  and  contents  of  these  reoorts. 
However,  there  has  been  an  improvement  shown  in  the  quality  of  Morning 
Reports  due  to  increased  coimand  emphasis. 

RECOMMENDATION.  That  AC  Special  Purpose  Teams  be  organized  and  sent 
to  divisional  units  to  assist  personnel  in  preparation  of  Morning  Reports 
and  Personnel  Information  Rosters. 

(2)  Maintenance  of  Dally  Statistics  -  Infantry  and  Armor  MOSC's. 

4 OBSERVATION.  Inventories  of  enlisted  MOS's  are  normally  furnished  by 
the ‘Administrative  Machine  Branch  of  the  Personnel  Services  Division.  This 
information  is  obtained  from  unit  Morning  Reports  submitted  oy  units  In 
the  field.  MOS  inventories  are  prepared  and  distributed  once  monthlj .  The 
primary  user  of  the  MOS  inventroy  is  the  Personnel  Management  Branch.  The 
information  is  used  for  determining  overages  and  shortages  in  units  by  grade 
and  MOS,  requisitioning  and  assigning  personnel,  and  furnishing  information 
to  commanders  relative  to  assigned  strength. 

EVALUATION.  Timely  receipt  of  unit  Sorning  Rsports  is  often .difficult 
due  to  distance  between  headquarters.  This  delay  in  Morning  R eports  re¬ 
sults  in  incomplete  data  for  the  automatic  data  processing  system.  Pro¬ 
jected  ElDCSA's  far  gains  and  losses  also  present  an  unrealistic  picture 
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of  MOS  and  strength  status.  Use  of  automatic  data  processing  equipment 
in  strength  accounting  saves  man-hours  and  provides  accuracy  through 
mechanical  checks.  However,  the  reporting  system  which  provides  data  far 
the  automatic  processing  equipment  does  not  allow  for  timely  and  up-to- 
date  statistics  required  in  managing  personnel  in  a  combat  situation. 

This  is  especially  true  with  infantry  and  armor  MOS's  where  the  strength 
picture  may  change  drastically  from  one  day  to  the  next. 

RECOMMENDATION .  That  Personnel  Services  Division,  AG,  maintain  up- 
to-date  statistical  data  on  11  Series  MOS’s  manually  utilizing  casualty 
reports,  consolidated  assignment  orders,  and  daily  hospital  admission  and 
disposition  blotters. 


OBSERVATION.  Consideration  must  be  given  to  providing  appropriate 
medical  facilities  for  treatment  of  civilian  casualties  during  sustained 
fighting. 

EVALUATION.  During  the  recent  Tet  Offensive,  many  civilian  casualties 
were  sustained  as  a  result  of  the  heavy  fighting  in  My  Tho,  The  provin¬ 
cial  hospital  with  its  undermanned  staff  proved  inadequate  in  handling 
these  mass  casualties  during  the  first  few  days  of  fighting.  In  an 
effort  to  provide  assistance,  the  Division  Surgeon  and  a  small  hospital 
staff  was  sent  to  My  The  to  complement  the  undermanned  Vietnamese  medical 
staff.  Within  a  few  days  over  900  patients  had  been  treated  and  almost 
L 00  surgical  procedures  had  been  performed. 

RECOMMENDATION,  That  Vietnamese  provincial  hospital  staffs  be  instruc¬ 
ted  in  mass  casualty  procedures  by  local  US  medical  units  where  feasible. 


Use  of  Sup 


Fires, 


OBSERVATION.  Recent  contacts  with  VC/NVA  forces  by  3d  Bde  units  have 
indicated  the  enemy  has  shifted  the  location  of  bunker  pusi,..ns  from 
vegetated  areas,  the  site  most  often  selected  in  the  past,  to  positions 
just  forward  of  tree  lines  and  other  areas  affording  natural  concealment. 
Normally  bunkers  are  now  constructed  in  the  line  of  paddy  dikes  immediately 
forward  of  vegetated  areas. 
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RECOMMENDATION.  Supporting  firea  should  be  directed  against  both  the 
natural  foliige  in  an  objective  area  and  the  areas  adjacent  to  and  for¬ 
ward  of  wood  lines  and  rtippa  palm  groves.  Rice  paddy  dikes  boruering 
vegetated  areas  should  be  selected  as  primary  targets. 

(2)  Use  of  Moving  Target  Detection  Radar  in  Conjunction  with  Ground 
Forces. 


OBSERVATION.  The  TPS  25  moving  target  detection  radar  can  be  employed 
in  conjunction  with  ground  iorces  to  locate,  fix  and  destroy  the  enemy. 
This  concept  is  particularly  suited  to  interdiction  operations  along  major 
land  and  water  LOC's. 

EVALUATION.  The  3d  Brigade  has  tested  the  TPS  25  radar  in  conjunction 
with  ground  forces  to  identify  and  destroy  enemy  targets  in  Long  An  Pro¬ 
vince.  The  test  was  conducted  with  a  battalion  -  sized  maneuver  force 
operating  from  a  field  base  and  the  following  considerations  developed: 

(a)  Successful  pursuit  and  location  of  enemy  forces  is  difficult  at 
best  during  the  day  and  nearly  impossible  at  night.  The  radar  has 
detected  numerous  enemy  troop  concentrations  at  night,  and  artillery  fire 
has  been  successfully  directed  against  such  targets, 

(b)  Navigation  for  a  friendly  pursuing  element  at  night  is  extremely 
difficult  as  maps  cannot  be  used  and  direction  must  be  maintained  by  use 
of  compass  readings  based  on  azimuths  obtained  by  radar  operators. 

(c)  The  technique  of  moving  to  a  predetermined  point  and  ambushing 
a  target  traveling  in  a  known  direction  is  enhanced  when  used  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  TPo  25  radar. 

(d)  The  radar  can  be  used  to  vector  a  unit  into  ambush  locations 
and  provide  flank  security  during  the  move. 

RECOMMENDATION.  That,  a  TPS  25  radar  be  made  readily  available  for 
each  brigade  utilizing  forces  no  larger  than  company  size  deployed 
throughout  the  brigade  area  to  establish  ambushes  at  locations  selected 
by  radar  sightings.  The  TPS  25  radar  should  be  operated  and  controlled 
by  Division  Artillery  working  closely  with  the  bri maneuver  elements. 

(})  Anti-Intrusion  Device,  AN/PSR-1  and  AN/ GSS-9 ° 

OBSERVATION.  The  anti-intrusion  device  can  be  effectively  employed 
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in  organizing  a  defensive  position.  The  proper  employment  and  utilization 
of  the  anti-intrusion  device  can  substantially  bolster  the  early  warning 
system  of  a  perimeter  defense . 

EVALUATION.  The  AN/PSR-1  has  been  el'l actively  used  in  both  the  FS/PB 
location  at  Binh  Fhuoc  and  recently  at  a  forward  field  location  -  FS/FB 
Jager  (XS;5L490).  At  the  latter  location  it  was  employed  at  a  400-500 
meter  distance  and  effectively  monitored  personnel  attempting  to  infil¬ 
trate  on  two  specific  occasions.  One  problem  encountered  was  the 
requirement  for  burying  wire  approximately  six  inches  beneath  the  surface 
when  APC's  are  going  to  be  employed  in  the  area. 

RECOMMENDATION.  H,  C.  anti-intrusion  devices  should  be  used  to  the 
maximum  extent  by  units  in  a  defensive  posture  to  add  depth  to  the  position. 

(4)  Xaon  Infrared  Search  Light. 

OBSERVATION.  The  use  of  the  infrared  search  light  has  greatly 
reduced  the  amount  of  illuminations  used  over  suspected  VC  positions,  and 
it  has  proven  to  ce  invaluable  to  both  the  ambush  patrol  and  the  defensive 
perimeter  when  used  in  conjunction  with  organic  infrared  detection  devices. 

EVALUATION.  For  the  last  two  months,  the  infrared  search  light  mounted 
on  the  H51  jeep  by  the  5-60  Inf  (K)  has  been  used  extensively  both  in 
perimeter  defense  and  on  ambush  patrols.  When  used  in  perimeter  defense, 
the  infrared  binoculars  and  the  infrared  periscope  on  the  HL13  APC  prove 
very  effective  in  scanning  the  area.  With  the  infrared  search  light 
mounted  on  a  quarter  ton  truck,  it  can  easily  be  moved  within  the  perimeter 
to  react  to  any  situation.  ’When  loaded  on  a  cargo  carrier,  it  can  accom¬ 
pany  the  mechanized  unit.  This  enables  the  xeon  search  light  to  displace 
and  provide  an  infrared  capability  to  areas  inaccessiole  to  wheeled 
vehicles.  This  capability  enables  the  battalion  to  greatly  extend  its 
areas  of  operations  by  interdicting  and  ambushing  roads,  trails,  water¬ 
ways  and  crossing  points. 

RECOMMENDATION.  That  infrared  search  lights  be  made  part  of  the  T  0 
and  E  of  the  mechanized  battalion,  or  that  such  equipment  be  made  readily 
available  for  0PC0N  to  such  units. 

( 5 )  Utilization  of  'Wire  Teams. 

OBSERVATION.  "he  9th  Signal  Battalion  is  authorized  eight  five-man 
cable  teams  by  MT0E.  Upon  employment  in  Vietnam,  it  was  initially 
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believed  that  these  teams  would  not  be  utilized  to  their  fullest  capacity; 
however,  subsequent  evaluation  has  indicated  that  these  teams  are  fully 
oommitted  although  in  a  modified  mission. 

E7ALUATI0N,  Doctrine  calls  for  the  eight  cable  teams  assigned  to 
the  Signal  Support  Operations  Company  to  install,  maintain,  and  recover 
spiral  four  cable.  Normally  this  cable  is  installed  from  division  main 
to  each  of  the  brigades,  support  command,  and  Division  Forward  if  , 
employed.  In  Vietnam  it  is  not  feasible  to  install  spiral  four  beyond 
base  camp  locations;  consequently,  the  cable  teams  have  been  employed 
in  a  different  method,  Cable  teams  have  the  responsibility  for  the 
internal  defense  wiring  of  base  camps  at  Bearcat,  Dong  Tam,  and  Tan  An. 
Cable  teams  are  also  employed  at  Dong  Tam  and  Tan  An  to  install  and 
maintain  base  camp  communication  lines  on  a  24  hour  basis.  On  large 
communicalion  operations,  cable  teams  supplement  company  wire  teams 
during  initial  installation  and  recovery  procedures.  Although  not 
employed  as  prescribed  by  doctrine,  the  cable  teams  of  the  9th  Signal 
Battalion  are  extensively  used  and  are  an  integral  and  important  part 
of  the  division  communications  system. 

RECOMMENDATION.  That  the  eight  cable  teams  not  be  deleted  from 
the  Signal  Battalion  MTOE  as  experience  has  shown  a  critical  require¬ 
ment  for  these  teams  in  Vietnam  today. 

(6)  The  JITTERBUG  Concent. 

OBSERVATION.  The  JITTERBUG  Concept,  when  properly  employed,  is 
a  highly  effective  procedure  and  conserves  troop  strength  and  flexi¬ 
bility. 

EVALUATION,  The  JITTERBUG  Concept  is  a  four-step  procedure  used  to 
locate,  fix,  develop  and  finally  destroy  an  enemy  target.  With  abso¬ 
lutely  no  pre-reconnaissance,  the  Command  and  Control  (C  &  C)  aircraft 
of  the  maneuver  element  and  an  LFT  enter  an  AO,  Working  as  a  team, 
they  attempt  to  confirm  intelligence  target  locations  or  locate  new 
targets.  When  a  target  is  located,  five  of  the  troop-lift  aircraft 
(already  loaded  and  airborne )  are  inserted  to  engage  the  target.  If 
contact  is  made  or  enemy  movement  out  of  the  area  is  detected,  a  second 
set  of  five  lift  ships  is  inserted  to  block  enemy  evasion  tactics.  A3 
the  situation  develops,  additional  troop  lifts  of  five  or  ten  aircraft 
are  inserted.  By  not  committing  the  airmobile  maneuver  elements  until 
a  definite  target  has  been  located,  troop  strength  is  conserved  and 
the  flexibility  to  react  to  any  enemy  move  is  retained. 

RECOMMENDATION,  That  maneuver  battalions  and  airmobile  helicopter 

Page  60 


/^  /*\  M  l~  i  rscr  k  i  -i —  i 
W  '  M  [  IUL  IX  I  f 


A  I 


A\  L — 


l 

i 

i 

I 

L 


C  O  N  r  i  O  l  M  UAL 


AVUB-HH  12  May  68 

SUBJECT «  Operational  Report  of  9th  Infantry  Division  for  Period  Ehding 
JO  April  I960,  RCS  CSfOR-65  <R1 )  (U) 

companies  be  made  aware  of  this  technique • 

(7)  RRF  on  Strip  Alert  When  Supported  by  Air  Cavalry  Troop. 

OBSERVATION.  It  ie  imperative  to  have  at  least  a  oompany  size 
rapid  reaction  force  (RRP)  on  strip  alert  when  supported  by  an  air 
cavalry  troop. 

EVALUATION.  Unless  at  least  a  company  size  force  is  on  strip  alert, 
the  opportunities  afforded  to  a  brigade  or  battalion  by  an  air  cavalry 
troop  cannot  be  fully  exploited.  The  first  element  to  be  committed  will 
be  the  aero  rifle  platoon,  organic  to  the  air  cavalry  troop.  If  a 
significant  contact  is  established  and  a  sizeable  reaotion  force  is 
not  available,  the  troop  commander  has  no  alternative  but  to  extract. 

These  circumstances  result  in  the  wasteful  loss  of  a  lucrative  target, 

RECOMMENDATION i  That  all  units  retain  a  rifle  company  on  strip  alert 
whenever  supported  by  or  supporting  an  air  cavalry  troop. 

( 8 )  Secure  Communications  on  Operations  Keyed  to  Fresh  Intelligenoe. 

OBSERVATION,  Operations  keyed  on  intelligenoe  not  more  than  24  hours 
o?.d  require  constant  "secure"  communications  with  maneuver  battalions. 

EVALUATION.  Reacting  to  intelligence  reports  or  sightings  generated 
during  the  previous  24  hours  requires  that  the  assets  available,  nature 
of  the  target,,  and  command  guidance  be  transmitted  by  secure  means.  This 
is  often  necessary  during  the  hours  of  darkness  when  courier  aircraft  are 
not  available.  Plana  must  be  transmitted  back  to  the  brigade  headquarters 
to  facilitate  further  support  coordination.  These  transmissions  could 
compromise  the  entire  operation  if  not  handled  on  secure  communications. 

RECOMMENDATION.  It  is  recommended  that  all  commanders  recognize  the 
importance  of  and  utilize  seoure  communications  to  discuss  and  confirm 
their  24  hour  cycle  operations.  Command  emphasis  must  he  placed  on 
the  installation,  maintenance,  and  utilization  of  secure  voice  communi¬ 
cations  if  its  real  value  is  ever  to  be  recognized  and  fully  exploited. 

(9)  Uee  of  CS  Against  Bunkers. 

OBSERVATION.  Employment  of  CS  against  fortified  fighting  positions 
caused  the  enemy  to  abandon  the  positions  and  expose  himBjlf  to  friendly 
fireB, 
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EVALUATION.  During  several  offensive  operations  against  well  con¬ 
structed/fortified  fighting  positions,  the  employment  of  CS  40mm  grenades 
has  dislodgod  enemy  personnel  from  the  positions  when  artillery  and  other 
indirect  fires  could  not.  This  does  not  imply  that  artillery  or  air- 
strikes  are  not  effective  against  well  constructed  fortified  positions. 
Neither  does  it  imply  that  CS  employment  is  the  most  effective  means  of 
driving  enemy  forces  from  bunkers.  The  employment  of  40mm  CS  grenades 
complemented  all  fires  directed  against  the  positions  and  caused  the 
enemy  to  become  confused  and  desperate,  not  only  to  evade  the  friendly 
forces,  but  also  the  irritant  agent.  The  CS  grenade  employed  by  The  40mm 
grenade  launcher  affords  the  commander  the  capability  of  employing  CS 
at  a  long  (300  meters)  and  close  range.  Presently  the  40ma  CS  grenade 
is  an  "Insure"  item. 

RECOMMENDATIONS,  (a)  That  the  40mm  CS  grenade  be  classified  as 
a  "Standard"  item,  and  a  basic  load  be  determined  and  issued. 

(b)  Further,  that  during  the  interim  period  (pending  standard¬ 
ization)  more  40mm  CS  grenades  be  issued  to  afford  maximum  use. 

(10)  Employment  of  Armed  Propaganda  Teams, 

OBSERVATION.  Armed  propaganda  teams  enhance  both  psychological 
operations  and  intelligence  collection  efforts. 

EVALUATION.  An  armed  propaganda  team  was  employed  in  support  of 
the  2d  Brigade  during  combat  operations  conducted  in  Kien  Hoa  Province. 

The  team  made  valuable  contributions  not  only  in  the  PSYOP  ar^a  but 
also  in  the  intelligence  collection  effort.  On  several  occasions  timely 
and  accurate  intelligence  was  provided  by  the  team  after  thei.  interro¬ 
gation  of  local  civilians.  The  intelligence  collected  resulted  in  the 
brigade  establishing  contact  with  the  enemy. 

RECOMMENDATION.  That  an  armed  propaganda  team  be  attached  to  the 
2d  Brigade, 

(11)  Hull  Defilade  of  APC's. 

OBSERVATION.  Ir.  several  battles  the  Viet  Cong's  RPG  rocket  launcher 
has  proven  to  be  a  great.  et;uilizer  when  ussd  at  close  range  against 
APC's.  Any  time  a  mechanized  unit  is  to  remain  in  a  defensive  or  static 
position  for  any  length  of  time,  all  tracks  should  occupy  a  hull  defilade 
position. 
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EVALUATION*  APC(s  in  hull  defilade  are  extremely  difficult  targets 
for  RPG's  or  other  direct  fire  weapons;  moreover,  the  defilade  position 
places  the  main  fire  power  (the  .50  cal  MO)  of  the  APC  at  ground  level, 
permitting  effectiva  long  range  grazing  fire  against  any  ground  at.t-ack. 
Even  though  hull  defilade  is  highly  recommended  and  a  proven  method, 
during  the  monsoon  and  high  water  season,  it  is  impractical. 

RECOMMENDATION.  Whenever  terrain  and  weather  permit,  all  APC's 
should  be  placed  in  hull  defilade.  This  not  only  makes  the  APC  lees 
vulnerable  to  small  arms  and  rocket  fire,  but  also  strengthens  the 
defensive  position.  During  the  monsoon  season  revetments  must  be 
constructed. 

(12)  Traffic  Control. 

OBilviVATICN.  Traffic  control  points  must  beset  up  whenever  engineer 
work  parties  are  repairing  interdictions. 

EVALUATION.  During  the  period  immediately  following  the  Tet  Of¬ 
fensive,  daily  engineer  work  parties  were  required  to  rtpair  serious 
interdictions  along  the  major  Delta  artery.  Highway  iL  4.  Civilian 
traffic  would  follow  the  work  parties  right  up  to  the  interdiction  and 
severely  hamper  the  work  effort  while  making  evacuation  of  the  area 
impossible  in  the  event  of  enemy  harassing  activity.  Often  the  civilian 
vehicles  would  attempt  to  negotiate  the  interdiction  and  become  stuck 
or  disabled.  This  would  result  in  additional  lost  time  and  effort  to 
remove  the  vehicle. 

RECOMMENDATION.  That  whenever  a  operation  of  this  type  is  necessary, 
traffic  control  points  consisting  of  Military  Police  in  conjunction 
with  Vietnamese  Police  be  set  up  to  prevent  the  movement  of  any  civilian 
traffic  until  all  interdictions  have  been  repaired. 

(13)  Construction  of  Bunkers. 

OBSERVATION.  Savings  in  money  and  engineer  effort  can  be  achieved 
by  using  revetment  walls  instead  of  sandbags  for  many  types  of  protective 
shelters. 

EVALUATION.  It  has  been  standard  usage  in  Vietnam  to  construct 
above  ground  protective  shelters  with  sandbags  over  a  wood  frame. 

Bunkers  constructed  with  sand  filled  timber  revetting  walls  afford  equal 
or  greater  protection  and  result  in  saving  the  difference  between  the 
cost  of  the  lumber  and  sandbags,  take  less  time  to  construct  and  there 
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is  no  replacement  cost  lor  res&ndbagging  periodically.  The  wood  revetted 
shelter  is  particular!.  uJ table  for  semi-permanent  base  camps  in  the 
Delta.  It  is  important  that  engineer  technical  assistance  be  utilized 
to  insure  adequate  design  and  construction. 

RECOMMENDATION.  n  ^t  protective  shelters  be  constructed  where 
feasible  with  revetment-,  alls  rather  than  6andbags. 

(34)  Aerial  Delivery  of  Bridge  Erection  Boat. 

OBSERVATION.  The  most  efficient  use  of  the  Chinook  aircraft  in 
transporting  the  bridge  erection  boat  is  achieved  by  airlifting  in  ite 
assembled  configuration. 

EVALUATION.  On  previous  missions,  the  boat  has  been  airlifted  in 
two  sorties,  one  for  the  bow  section  and  one  far  the  etern  section.  It 
is  mare  efficient  to  assemble  the  boat  and  lift  it  in  its  assembled 
state  in  one  lift.  The  pilots  of  the  Chinook  aircraft  agree  that  the 
assembled  6800  pound  load  flew  better  than  the  two  sorties. 

RECOMMENDATION.  That  when  the  27  foot  bridge  erection  boat  ie 
airlifted,  it  be  done  in  an  assembled  configuration  in  one  sortie. 

(15)  Bees  Hindering  Clearing  Operation. 

OBSERVATION.  Protective  measures  against  bees  must  be  planned 
for  clearing  operations. 

EVALUATION.  Several  times  during  jungle  clearing  operations, 
areas  of  the  jungle  to  be  cleared  could  not  be  entered  because  of  the 
high  density  of  bees  in  the  area.  Several  individuals  were  casualties 
from  numerous  bee  stings.  Operators  were-  instructed  to  roll  down  their 
sleeves,  wear  gloves,  and  wear  their  mosquito  headnets  in  these  areas. 

In  addition  the  clearing  team  carried  portable  flame  throwers  and  stocks 
of  napalm  fuel  as  the  beat  weapon  to  use  against  tbe  bees. 

RECOMMENDATION.  That  land  clearing  teams  take  the  protective 
measures  outlined  above. 

(16)  Viet  Ceng  Operating  I  dchnlques  in  the  Delta. 

OBSERVATION.  During  the  reporting  period  many  valuable  lessons 
were  learned  about  the  Viet  Cong  operating  methods  in  the  Delta. 
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EVALUATION. 

(a)  VC  ambushes  and  harassing  operations  against  engineer  work 
parties  occurred  daily  and  consisted  of  firing  from  concealed  positions 
with  no  attempt  to  attack  or  overrun  the  work  parties.  In  almost  every 
instance  the  ambushes  were  triggered  by  detonating  a  mine  '<nder  a  lead 
security  APC  or  a  lead  engineer  vehicle  or  disabling  the  v  icle  with  an 
RFC.  Once  the  convoy  was  halted,  the  remainder  of  the  convoy  would  be  hit 
with  small  arms  and  automatic  weapons  fire. 

(b)  Extensive  use  was  made  by  the  VC  of  command  detonated  mines. 

The  best  method  of  neutralizing  them  was  found  to  be  the  use  of  sweep 
teams  in  the  rice  paddies  searching  for  the  wires  which  were  often  poorly 
concealed. 

(c)  Following  the  wires  from  mines  which  were  detonated  and  others 
which  were  not,  revealed  that  the  VC  would  place  the  mines  in  the  road  at 
&  point  where  a  dike  is  perpendicular  to  the  road.  The  VC  could  then  move 
several  hundred  meters  away  from  the  road  along  the  dike  and  sight  down 
the  dike,  detonating  the  mine  as  the  vehicle  moved  into  his  line  of 
sight.  Another  method  that  was  detected  was  the  use  of  a  piece  of  bamboo 
or  other  suitable  stick  placed  vertically  on  a  dike  and  used  as  an  aiming 
stake  in  the  same  manner.  Caution  must  be  exercised  when  following  wires 
as  th6  VC  will  frequently  employ  grenade  booby  traps  along  the  wire. 

(d)  Occasionally  pressure  type  mines  were  used.  These  were  placed 
along  the  shoulders  of  the  road  or  put  in  the  bottom  of  freshly  blown 
craters,  designed  to  detonate  when  the  fill  material  was  dumped  into 
the  crater. 

(e)  During  the  initial  stages  of  Operation  PEOPLE'S  ROAD,  the  VC  did 
not  booby  trap  their  mines.  As  the  engineers  began  detecting  and  removing 
more  and  more  of  the  mines,  the  VC  began  to  booby  trap  them.  In  all  cases 
the  booby  traps  consisted  of  grenades  placed  under  the  mines  with  the  pin 
pulled.  «"<'h  that  detonation  would  occur  upon  movement  of  the  mine. 

(f )  Other  booby  traps  were  employed  individually  and  in  road  blocks. 
All  booby  traps  found  during  Operation  PEOPLE'S  ROAD  were  grenades  either 
with  a  trip  wire  on  the  pin  or  the  pin  removed  and  a  weight  holding  the 
handle  down. 

(g)  The  presence  of  Vietnamese  civilians  in  no  way  limited  the  VC 
harassing  operation.  In  many  instances  civilian  casualties  resulted  from 
VC  ambushes  of  engineer  work  nnvties, 
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(h)  Occasionally  the  VC  wait  until  the  daily  nine  sweep  team  has 
passed  and  then  emplace  the  mines  in  the  road,  generally  in  the  loose  fill 
of  a  fresh  crater. 

KECOMMENDATION.  That  the  above  information  receive  widest  dissemina¬ 
tion. 

c.  (C)  Training. 

( 1 )  Ground  Surveillance  Radar  Training. 

OBSERVATION.  Ground  surveillance  radar,  when  used  in  a  defensive 
situation,  has  proven  invaluable  for  early  warning.  The  major  problem 
is  a  lack  of  qualified  and  trained  operators. 

EVALUATION.  The  average  infantryman  can  become  very  proficient  with 
ground  surveillance  radar  equipment  with  a  minimum  amount  of  training. 

The  use  of  radar  greatly  strengthens  the  defense  by  providing  early  warn¬ 
ing  and  detecting  movements  to  the  front  which  would  otherwise  go  unob¬ 
served.  Trained  radar  operators  down  to  the  rifle  platoon  level  would 
strengthen  defensive  positions.  The  normal  manner  of  radar  employment  is 
to  have  the  radar  accompany  ambushes  to  permit  long  range  interdiction  of 
avenues  of  approach,  lines  of  communication,  roads,  and  waterways,  there¬ 
by  greatly  extending  the  area  under  friendly  control  during  the  houra  of 
darkness. 

RECOMMENDATION.  All  infantrymen  should  receive  ground  surveillance 
radar  training  to  insure  continued  radar  surveillance  when  school  trained 
operators  are  not  available. 

(2)  Aviator  Proficiency  for  Night  Combat  Support  Operations. 

OBSERVATION.  The  influx  of  numerous  inexperienced  aviators  during 
the  months  of  Nov  and  Leo  67,  created  an  aura  of  doubt  in  the  minds  of 
aviation  commanders  aa  to  the  capability  of  the  unit  to  meet  its  night 
combat  support  mission  requirements. 

EVALUATION.  Company  A  is  the  9th  Inf  Div's  sole  airmobile  inhouse 
asBet;  therefore,  the  unit  must  neoessarily  be  responsive  to  all  the 
division's  needs,  particularly  tactical  emergencies,  day  or  night.  A 
night  training  program  was  initiated  to  provide  each  aviator  with  a  thor- 
ough  night  orientation  flight  in  the  division  TAOR.  In  addition,  a  pro¬ 
gram  was  developed-  to  train  aviators  in  night  formation  flights  which  were 
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to  be  coupled  with  security  force  and  patrol  insertions  and  extractions. 
Subsequent  night  operations  were  conducted  in  support  of  divisional  units 
in  contact  with  the  enemy,  and  barring  a  few  minor  operational  problems 
(problems  generally  localized  in  the  area  of  appropriate  illumination  in 
PZvs)f  all  missions  were  successfully  completed.  Initial  estimates  of 
aviator  proficiency  were  somewhat  conservative.  Company  A  responded  to 
night  tacticel  commitments  in  a  typically  outstanding  fashion. 

RECOMMENDATION,  Aviator  night  combat  training  will  continue  to  be  an 
area  of  command  interest,  and  when  possible,  appropriate  night  training 
will  be  conducted.  Further,  it  is  anticipated  that  pathfinders  will  be 
employed  in  future  night  tactical  operations  to  improve  illumination  and 
traffic  control  in  P25s  &  LZ's. 

d„  (C)  Intelligence. 

( 1 )  Engaging  Targets  Detected  by  Personnel  Detection  Missions. 

OBSERVATION,  When  a  target  is  detected  on  a  "people  Bniffer"  (PS) 
mission,  a  delay  of  from  15  to  60  minutes  is  often  incurred  while  awaiting 
clearance  to  have  the  gunships  or  artillery  in  the  target  area.  The  past 
procedures  have  been  to  drop  smoke  on  the  target  to  identify  the  target 
and  circle  the  area  until  the  arrival  of  an  artillery  forward  observer  or 
until  clearance  is  granted  for  the  gunships  to  fire. 

EVALUATION.  The  droppingaof  smoke  and  the  circling  of  the  target  area 
by  the  gunships  and  sniffer’"aircraf t  alerts  the  enemy  that  he  has  been 
spotted,  and  the  delay  involved  in  getting  clearance  to  fire  affords  the 
enemy  time  to  evacuate  the  area  or  seek  better  cover. 

RECOMMENDATIONS,  (a)  That  smoke  only  be  dropped  on  targets  in  a  free 
fire  zone  where  the  targets  can  be  immediately  engaged  by  the  gunships  or 
artillery. 

(b)  When  the  area  to  be  covered  has  not  been  declared  a  free  fire 
zone,  that  the  following  procedures  be  followed: 

X  Areas  of  maximum  readings  be  marked  by  the  navigation  ship  and 
clearance  to  fire  be  requested  while  the  ships  continue  their  normal 
flight  plan.  This  would  be  repeated  each  time  a  target  is  detected. 

2  Upon  completion  of  the  entire  area  of  search,  the  PS  eircraft  would 
be  released  while  the  navigation  ship  and  gunships  would  return  to  the 
targets  for  which  clearance  to  fire  had  been  granted,  and  conduct  a  low 
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level  search,  immediately  engaging  any  targets  sighted, 

(2)  MI  Detachment  Language  Capability. 

OBSERVATION.  The  9th  KI  Detachment  is  hampered  by  a  lack  of  Vietnamese 
linguist  capability. 

EVALUATION.  ARVN  interpreters  presently  assigned  to  the  9th  MI 
Detachment  provide  the  only  dependable  linguist  capability.  US  personnel 
who  attended  the  12  week  Vietnamese  course  do  not  possess  sufficient 
fluency  in  the  language  to  be  able  to  work  without  the  assistance  of  an 
interpreter.  Personnel  from  the  47  week  course  have  a  higher  degree 
of  ability  with  the  language  and  with  continued  study  and  experience 
would  reach  a  reasonable  degree  of  self  sufficiency  within  a  month  or  two 
after  arrival  in  Vietnam.  Experience  has  proven  on  occasions  that  cer¬ 
tain  sources  will  not  work  through  an  ARVN  interpreter. 

RECOMMENDATION.  A  minimum  of  one  of  every  three  Intelligence  Corps 
agents  assigned  to  the  9th  MI  Detachment  should  be  graduates  of  the  47 
week  Vietnamese  Language  Course  of  the  Defense  Language  Institute.  Ideally, 
all  agent  personnel  should  be  language  qualified. 

(5)  Intelligence  through  Civil  Affairs  Program. 

OBSERVATIONS.  A  great  deal  of  enemy  information  is  gained  during 
MEDCAPS  or  through  the  visit  to  villages  by  PSYWAR  teams  and  S-5  Personnel. 

EVALUATION.  To  use  Civil  Affairs  Programs  to  gain  intelligence 
information,  there  must  be  close  coordination  between  S-2  and  S-5.  Max¬ 
imum  exploitation  of  the  civil  populace  as  an  intelligence  source  will 
be  attained  if  intelligence  trained  and/or  briefed  personnel  actually 
participate  on  MEDCAPS  and  face  to  face  PSYWAR  programs. 

RECOMMENDATION.  That  intelligence  trained  and/or  briefed  per80nnel 
participate  on  MEDCAPS  and  all  other  Civil  AffairB  Programs  that  will 
bring  them  into  contact  with  the  civilian  populace. 

(4)  Reliable  Spot  Reports. 

OBSERVATION.  Reliable  spot  reports  are  reports  generally  rated  B-3 
or  better  by  US  Forces.  This  is  a  significantly  reliable  report  that 
enemy  forces  are  loceted  in  the  area  reported. 

EVALUATION.  US  manuever  units  are  capable  of  reacting  to  new  air¬ 
mobile  assault  missions  on  a  dead  run  with  a  frag  order  thst  can  be 
delivered  orally  in  a  few  minutes  time.  Reliable  reports  are  received 
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anywhere  from  one  hour  to  48  hours  after  the  event  initiating  the  report 
occurs . 

(5)  Air  to  Ground  Surveillance., 

OBSERVATION.  The  use  of  the  mounted  starlight  scope  on  a  UH-1D  has 
greatly  increased  the  capability  to  restrict  VC  movement  by  night.  The 
device  is  particulary  useful  in  the  surveillance  ;f  VC  travel  on  major 
rivers  and  canals.  Over  300  sampans  have  been  destroyed  as  a  direct 
result  of  the  use  of  these  devices.  The  employment  of  starlight  scopes 
in  air  to  ground  surveillance  has  primarily  been  used  in  the  Binh  Chanh, 

Nha  Be  and  Can  Giuoo  Districts  where  VC  sampan  travel  is  the  greatest. 

The  UH-1D  employs  2  observers,  and  2  intelligence  officers  who  have 
pre-cleared  areas  of  fire  and  have  direct  communications  with  clearing 
units  in  the  areas.  The  observers  pick  up  a  target,  and  the  officer 
Identifies  it.  The  target  is  then  cleared  and  engaged  with  artillery  or 
gunships. 

EVALUATION.  The  use  of  the  system  of  night  surveillance  ha3  proven 
effective  in  denying  the  YC  their  one  major  asset.  The  amount  of  sampan 
activity  has  been  reduced  greatly,  and  the  amount  of  supplies  lost  is 
felt  to  be  a  major  contributing  factor  in  the  failure  of  the  VC  2d 
offensive  to  commence. 

RSCOMKENDATION .  The  UH-1D  used  in  this  role  be  equipped  with  a 
xeon  searchlight  to  assist  in  identifying  the  target  for  supporting 
gunships.  The  UH-iD  should  have  permanent  mounts  to  assist  in  providing 
a  stable  support  for  the  scopes. 

(6)  Possible  Compromise  of  Projected  Combat  Operations. 

OBSERVATION.  Early  coordination  and  dissemination  of  operation 
plans  and  orders  may  tend  to  provide  the  enemy  with  advance/adequate  warn¬ 
ing  of  the  intended  AO  or  target. 

EVALUATION.  The  Mobile  Riverine  Force  operates  throughout  the  central 
Mekong  Delta  as  a  mobile  striking  force  seeking  targets  developed  by 
timely  and  effective  intelligence.  As  such,  the  2d  Brigade  does  not  have 
a  specific  tactical  area  of  operation  and  is  therefore  required  to  effect 
coordination  for  AO's  and  specified  strike  zones.  Early  coordination  and 
dissemination  of  this  information,  prior  to  the  commitment  of  friendly 
forces,  is  a  particular  disadvantage  because  it  allows  adequate  time  for 
enemy  forces  to  exit  the  area  or  prepare  to  defend  against  the  introduction 
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of  friendly  forces  into  the  AO.  In  addition  the  desired  flexibility  for 
committing  forces  in  any  area  of  operation  selected/designated,  as  a  result 
of  immediate  and  concrete  intelligence,  is  unobtainable  due  to  the  coordin¬ 
ation  required. 

e.  (C)  Logistics. 

( 1 )  Maintenance  of  the  Mask,  Protective,  Field.  ABC  M-17. 

OBSERVATION.  Recent  reports  have  indicated  that  the  Protective 
Mask,  ABC  K-17,  becomes  ineffective  against  Riot  Control  Agent  (RCA)  CS 
once  the  cheek  filters  become  wet. 

EVALUATION.  Twelve  new  ABC  M-17  masks  were  obtained  and  11  different 
test  conditions  were  eat  up  for  each  mask.  One  mask  was  used  as  a 
control  mask  and  exposed  only  to  normal  atmospheric  conditions.  The  test 
masks  were  soaked  in  water  from  six  to  21+  hours  per  day  to  simulate  dif¬ 
ferent  conditions  in  the  Delta.  Some  masks  were  soaked  in  the  water 
without  the  carrier;  some  were  soaked  in  the  carriers,  and  seme  were 
placed  in  the  waterproof  plastic  bags  and  then  placed  in  the  carrier  and 
soaked.  All  masks  were  subjected  to  CS  daily.  The  CS  was  produced  from 
E49  CS  Tactical  Canistere  which  were  axtrated  from  a  recovered  dud  El 58 
munition.  The  E49  canister  produced  a  cloud  of  CS  for  approximately  six 
to  1 4  seconds.  The  masks  that  were  tested  with  wet  filters  did  not 
protect  the  personnel  against  the  CS.  No  air  coulc  be  drawn  through  the 
filters,  and  the  CS  leaked  in  from  the  facepiece.  The  filters  were  then 
removed  and  allowed  to  dry  from  12-24  hours  each  and  tested  with  CS  again. 

During  each  subsequent  test  performed  with  dried  filters,  test  personnel 
were  completely  protected  against  the  CS-  It  was  also  found  that  the  Ml 
Vfaterproof  Plastic  Bag  was  an  excellent  means  of  keeping  the  mask  dry 
from  external  moisture. 

RECOMMENDATION.  That  when  the  filters  of  the  ABC  K-17  mask  become 
wet  the  filters  be  removed  and  allowed  to  dry  and  then  be  replaced,  into 
the  mask.  That  the  Ml  waterproof  plastic  bag  be  used  to  protect  the 
ABC  K-17  mask  from  moisture  as  prescribed.  That  the  ABC  M-17  mask  be 
warn  in  the  prescribed  shoulder  or  under-arm  carry,  instead  of  the  hip 
carry,  in  order  to  place  the  mask  as  far  above  a  water  source  as  possible. 

(2)  Employment  of  the  M-548  Cargo  Carrier. 

OBSERVATION.  The  M-548  full  track  cargo  carrier  is  extremely  well 
suited  for  Dalta  operations,  and  it  has  expedited  combat  supply. 
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EVALUATION,  It  has  been  found  that  the  K-5 48  cargo  carrier  with 
its  cross  country  mobility  capabilities  can  greatly  improve  the  combat 
resupply  of  line  units.  The  vehicle  is  not  restricted  to  roads;  it  has 
the  ability  to  bypass  road  blocks  and  is  capable  of  reaching  locations 
that  were  formerly  inaccessible  by  any  other  means  than  air.  The  5-60 
Inf(M)  has  employed  these  vehicles  to  great  advantage.  The  vehicles 
assigned  to  the  battalion  support  platoon  transportation  section  were 
able  to  resupply  the  forward  rifle  companies  from  the  battalion  trains 
area  located  in  Tan  An  South,  to  the  units  operating  in  the  vicinity  of 
%  Tho„  Traveling  across  rice  paddies  and  dikes  from  the  closest  road¬ 
way,  the  vehicles  on  a  daily  basis  affected  unit  distribution  directly 
to  the  rifle  companies. 

RECOMMENDATION .  That  maneuver  battalions  currently  operating  in 
the  Delta  region  without  this  vehicle  be  permitted  to  request  the  f*»5 48 
cargo  carrier  through  appropriate  channels  when  in  the  opinion  of  the 
battalion  commander  a  need  for  the  employment  of  this  vehicle  exists. 

(3 )  Collapsible  Water  Jugs. 

OBSERVATION.  Five  gallon  water  jugs  often  collapse  when  filled  to 
their  capacity  from  the  stress  endured. 

EVALUATION.  The  plastic  collapsible  water  jug  permits  maximum 
quantities  of  fluids  to  be  transported  in  a  container  of  minimum 
weight.  However,  the  weight  of  the  water  causes  considerable  stress 
on  the  plastic  material  when  the  jugs  are  filled,  which  in  turn  sub¬ 
sequently  causes  the  jugs  to  collapse  and  break  after  frequent  use. 

A  two  and  one-half  (2|)  gallon  capacity  collapsible  jug,  made  of  the 
same  composition,  would  be  more  practical  in  terms  of  reducing  the 
stress  on  the  plastic  material. 

RECOMMENDATION.  That  a  two  and  one-half  (2^)  gallon  capacity 
plastic  water  jug  be  procured  for  field  use. 

(4)  Logistical  Support  for  Armored  Units. 

OBSERVATION.  The  logistical  requirements  of  an  armored  cavalry 
squadron  are  uniq'e  in  an  infantry  division,  and  the  type  of  infantry 
division  found  ini  CTZ  (e.g.  101st  Abn  Div,  1st  Cav  Div  (AM)  and  1st 
and  3d  Mar  Div)  does  not  have  the  necessary  equipment  or  demand 
histories  for  parts  to  fully  support  such  an  organization, 

EVALUATION.  Transfer  of  the  3-5  Cav  to  1  CTZ  has  resulted  in  a 
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degradation  of  the  unit's  combat  capability  through  a  rising  deadline 
rate.  Tanks  and  armored  personnel  carriers  (APC)  are  foreign  to  the 
let  Cav  Div  (AM)  and  the  101st  Abn  Div,  and  the  Marine  divisions  have 
no  APC' 8.  Therefore,  the  organization  of  the  support  elements  of  these 
units  has  not  been  readily  adaptable  to  higher  eschelon  maintenance 
and  services  on  armored  cavalry  vehicles.  Replacement  parts  for  these 
vehicles  were  practically  non-existent  upon  3-5  Cav's  arrival  in  I  CTZ. 
Thus,  while  a  cavalry  squadronpossesses  great  tactical  mobility  when 
in  the  shadow  of  its  rather  extensive  logistical  umbrella  provided  by 
its  parent  organization,  a  restriction  is  placed  upon  all  capabilities 
of  the  squadron  when  it  moves  too  far  from  its  logistical  base. 

RECOMMENDATION.  That  when  the  Cav  squadron  is  separated  a  great 
distance  from  its  parent  unit  to  a  location  where  no  similar  organi¬ 
zation  exists  to  provide  required  logistical  support,  commensurate 
maintenance  support  accompany  the  unit.  This  means  that  an  appropriate 
maintenance  element,  complete  with  a  reserve  of  parts  on  the  authorized 
stockage  list,  must  be  placed  in  direct  support  of  and  move  with  the 
squadron. 

f,  (C)  Organization, 

(l)  (C).  Detachment  of  Air  Cavjl»y -Troop. 

OB-ir.V.U'ICK;  The  detachment  of  the  Air  Cavalry  Troop  (Troop  D) 
from  the  3-5  Cav  Squadron  has  resulted  in  a  decrease  in  the  ground 
capabilities  of  the  squadron. 

EVALUATION;  Due  to  the  fluid  and  wide  ranging  nature  of  cavalry 
operations,  the  role  of  the  air  cavalry  troop  in  the  armored  cavalry 
squadron  cannot  be  satisfactorily  fulfilled  by  miscellaneous  helicopters 
temporarily  in  support  of  the  squadron.  The  problems  in  command  and 
control  have  been  solved  by  the  attachment  of  four  0Hr23's,  but  the 
squadron  has  experienced  difficulty  in  finding  the  enejgy,  fixing  him 
with  light  airmobile  forces,  and  blocking  or  screening  avenues  of 
•  press  witn  aerial  lires  until  the  combat  p<wer  of  the  bulk  of  the 
squadron  can  be  brought  into  play  through. ground  mobility.  Conversely, 
this  ground  mobility  is  also  vital  to  the  operations  of  the  air  troop, 
particularly  the  aero-rifle  platoon.  This  element  should  not  be  employed 
outside  the  capability  of  farces  in  the  area  to  react  to  heavy  contact, 
and  tne  squadron  provides  mare  of  that  capability  on  an  hour-to-hour 
basi6  than  other  type  units.  The  conclusion  is  that  the  squadron  i3  the 
unit  most  able  to  utilize  the  capabilities  of  the  air  cavalry  troop 
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while  at  the  same  time  protecting  the  troop's  vulnerabilities . 

RECOMMENDATION.  That  the  air  cavalry  troop  of  the  3-5  Cav  Squadron 
not  be  detached  in  the  future , 

'  (U)  Inadequate  Photographic  Section  Mlt 

<  .  .7-  TIv.T.  The  yth  signal  Battalion  *  hotographic  Facility  has 
the  t.dssion  of  providing  all  black  and  white  photographic  coverage 
for  the  9th  Inf  Div  and  attached  units,  except  aerial  photography. 

This  coverage  includes  the  shooting  and  processing  of  pictures  of 
combat  operations,  both  still  and  motion  picture,  public  information 
functions,  intelligence  activities,  accident  investigations,  and 
identification  photographs.  The  present  MTOE  calls  for  one  officer, 

17  EM  and  18  cameras,  ten  of  which  are  still  cameras,  and  the  rest 
motion  picture  cameras.  Processing  servioe  is  provided  through  the 
use  of  one  photographic  darkroom  group,  AN/TFQ-7,  with  two  still 
photographic  lab  specialists  to  process  the  film. 

EVALUATION  The  present  MTOE  does  not  authorize  the  necessary 
personnel  and  proper  equipment  required  to  successfully  accomplish 
the  mission  of  this  facility.  For  example,  the  type  of  cameras 
authorized  are  totally  unsuitaole  for  coverage  of  combat  operations 
in  the  Republic  of  Vietnam.  During  combat  operations  cameras  easily 
become  damaged,  and  the  existing  repair  facilities  lack  the  necessary 
repair  parts  and  qualified  personnel  to  repair  them.  The  one  35mm 
camera  authorized,  while  suitable  in  size  and  format,  is  too  fragile 
for  use  in  tactical  situations.  The  other  cameras,  both  Zpc5  and  70mm 
combat  cameras,  are  too  bulky,  cumbersone  and  fragile  far  use  in  combat 
operations.  During  canbat  operations  black  and  white  processing  is 
hindered  by  a  lack  of  equipment  and  shortage  of  lab  specialists.  The 
AN/TFQ-7  is  physically  too  small  and  lacks  the  adequate  space  and  the 
necessary  equipment  to  reproduce  the  number  of  prints  required  by  the 
d  ^vision.  It  has  been  determined  that  two  still  photographers  and  one 
motion  picture  photographer  should  be  assigned  to  each  brigade  as  well 
as  four  photographers  assigned  to  provide  division  base  camp  coverage. 

Due  to  the  inadequacy  of  the  MTQE  to  provide  these  personnel,  prope’- 
corabat  photographic  coverage  cannot  be  provided.  » 

RECOMMENDATION,  (a)  That  the  MTOE  be  increased  to  provide  nine 
still  photographers,  four  motion  picture  photographers,  six  still 
photographic  lab  specialists  and  one  office  clerk. 

(b)  That  the  authorized  photographic  equipment  be  changed  to  include 
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ten  35mm  cameras  with  one  35mm  lens,  one  50mm  lens  and  one  1 3 5nsn  lens 
far  each  camera.  The  KS-5  motion  picture  camera  should  be  deleted  and 
four  KS-lO's  (16mm  motion  picture  cameras)  added.  There  should  be  three 
KS-59's  (camera,  identification  Polaroid)  and  one  view  camera  for  studio 
work.  The  different  types  of  cameras  are  needed  to  fulfill  the  diversi- 
fled  missions  assigned  this  section.  Processing  equipment  should  be 
increased  to  allow  three  projection  printers,  two  print  dc-iers  and  one 
duet  proof  film  drier. 

(c)  An  MTCE  was  submitted  on  4  Kar  68. 

g.  (U)  Other. 

(1 )  Unsuitability  of  the  KS-6  (70am  Combat  Camera)  for  Tactical 
Deployment . 

OBSERVATION.  The  9 th  Inf  Div  Photographic  Laboratory  was  issued  the 
KS-6  prior  to  deployment  to  Vietnam.  This  camera  set  includes  three 
lenses,  and  a  flash  unit.  After  one  and  one  half  years  of  utilization, 
the  KS-6  has  been  found  to  be  totally  unsuitable  for  combat  photography 
in  Vietnam. 


EVALUATION.  The  KS-6  is  designed  to  utilize  70mm  film  in  fifty 
exposure  casettes.  It  is  necessary  to  carry  an  eroty  casette  for  each 
full  one  carried  to  properly  load  the  camera.  This  cuts  in  half  the  amount 
of  film  the  photographer  can  carry  with  him.  The  camera  is  focused  with 
a  split-image  type  rangefinder  which  is  easily  knocked  out  of  adjustment. 
The  focal  plane  shutter  is  made  of  cloth  and  is  often  torn  or  damaged 
causing  *  he  camera  to  become  inoperable.  Combat  photographers  operating 
in  the  Delta  region  are  continually  encountering  swamps,  rice  paddies, 
and  marshes,  terrain  which  'causes  the  KS-6  to  quickly  rust  and  corrode, 
necessitating  frequent  cleaning'  which  is  often  impossible  under  tactical 
situations.  The  camera  is  spring  operated,  wound  by  a  hand  crank  and  is 
extremely  susceptible  to  jamming,  thereby  rendering  the  camera  inoperable. 
Due  to  inadequate  repair  parts,  facilities  and  trained  personnel,  he 
camera  usually  cannot  be  repaired  in  Vietnam,  Probably  this  camera's 
main  disadvantage  iB  its  physical  size.  It  has  been  found  to  be  entirely 
too  t  llky  and  cumbersome  for  the  support  of  combat  operations. 

RECOMMENDATIONS .  That  the  70mn  be  used  as  a  combat  camera  only  when 
other  cameras  are  not  available.  35nan  still  cameras  should  replace  the 
70mm  combat  camera,  due  to  their  sturdier  construction,  relative  inexpen¬ 
siveness,  ease  operation,  and  small  physical  size.  These  35mm  cameras 
are  easier  to  maintain,  and  a  greater  amount  of  film  and  accessories 
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can  be  carried  to  the  field* 

(2)  Pc. ta table  Antennas  for  Tracking  the  MRF  C  and  C  Ship, 

OBSERVATION,  Maintaining  VHP  communications  with  the  tJSS  Benewah  as 
it  moves  up  and  down  rivers  and  waterways  is  a  difficult  and  dangerous 
task, 

EVALUATION.  Since  the  activation  of  the  Mobile  Riverine  Force  (MRF) , 
considerable  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  maintaining  very  high 
frequency  (VHF)  communications  with  the  OSS  Benewah  as  it  moves  from 
location  to  location.  The  current  procedure  calls  for  two  men  to  climb 
the  AR-216  communication  tower  at  Dong  Tam  and  rotate  the  VHF  antenna 
in  accordance  with  instructions  received  from  an  operator  located  inside 
the  VHF  rig  on  the  ground.  This  operator  watches  his  received  strength 
level  meter  and  directs  the  movement  of  the  antenna  via  an  AN/HtC-25 
radio  to  obtain  a  maximum  signal  level  reading.  This  procedure  is 
extremely  dangerous  due  to  high  frequency  voltage  on  the  transmitting 
artenna  and  the  height  of  the  antenna,  about  160  feet.  During  the 
monsoon  season  the  problem  of  tracking  the  USS  Benewah  is  further 
compounded  by  high  winds  and  rain  thereby  increasing  the  possibility  of 
serious  injury  or  death  to  the  personnel  on  the  tower.  To  solve  this 
problem  a  rotatable  antenna  utilizing  a  heavy  duty  antenna  rotor  obtained 
from  the  division  MARS  station  has  been  constructed.  This  unit  can  be 
easily  controlled  from  the  ground  and  is  now  ready  for  operational  em¬ 
ployment  . 

RECOMMENDATION.  That  six  additional  antenna  rotors  be  procured  for 
the  signal  battalion  to  be  mounted  in  alternate  locations  around  the 
periphery  of  areas  designated  for  future  MRF  operations.  Additional 
rotors  were  requested  under  INSURE  action  on  10  Apr  68  through  9th  Inf 
Div  to  USARV. 
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J.  (C)  Section  3.  Headquarters a  Department  of  the  Army  Survey  Informa¬ 
tion:  Lessons  Learned  from  Employment  of  Taotical  Cover  and  Deception. 

a.  (C)  Introduction  of  Stay-behlnd  Patrols. 

OBSERVATION.  It  is  highly  desirable  that  reconnaissance  and  combat 
patrols  be  introduced  into  an  area  without  the  knowledge  of  any  civilians 
or  enemy  forces  in  the  area.  A  typical  method  is  to  have  a  company  leave 
behind  a  platoon  during  a  routine  operation. 

EVALUATION.  The  following  techniques  were  developed  to  aid  in  cover 
and  deceptions 

(1)  Introducing  a  patrol  to  an  assigned  area  from  a  direction  other 
than  the  normal  base  camp  area  by  "PLANTING"  the  patrol  in  an  ARVN  or 
RP/PF  outpost.  Two  of  these  ruses  resulted  in  contact  with  the  enemy. 

(2)  Inserting  the  patrol  with  a  larger  force  and  then  extracting  the 
cover  force  with  the  same  number  of  aircraft  utilized  in  the  original  in¬ 
sertion  by  thinning  out  the  loads  and  using  smoke  to  screen  the  extrac¬ 
tion. 


( 5)  Use  of  dummy  radio  transmissions  indicating  the  stay-behind  unit 
is  in  fact  extracting  and  closing  home  station. 

(4)  Heavy  emphasis  was  placed  on  light  and  noise  discipline. 

RECOMMENDATION.  Units  adopt  these  techniques  as  desired;  however, 
patterns  should  not  be  set. 

b.  (C)  Base  Camp  Defense  Ruses. 

OBSERVATION.  Enemy  forces  have  detailed  maps  and  information  on 
friendly  outposts  and  base  camps.  An  excellent  map  of  the  Raoh  Kicn  base 
camp  was  captured  from  the  Viet  Cong. 

EVALUATION.  Construction  of  dummy  bunkers,  hidden  firing  positions, 
frequent  charges  to  the  defense  plan  and  allowances  for  the  enemy's 
knowledge  in  planning  reaction  force  movement  and  defensive  fires  will 
aid  in  thwarting  the  enemy.  False  maps  of  the  base  can  be  discarded  in 
concession  areas  and  waste  baskets.  Positioning  of  AFC's,  radar,  tanks, 
twin  40's,  quad  50' s,  and  searchlights  after  dark  and  frequent  changes 
will  frustrate  the  enemy. 
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RECOMMENDATION,,  Deception  and  cover  be  continually  applied  to  base 
camp  defense  programs. 

Oo  Airmobile  Feints, 

OBSERVATION,  Tactical  cover  and  deception  have  not  been  particularly 
successful  in  1st  Bde  operations. 

EVALUATION.  On  6  Mar  an  airmobile  feint  was  conducted  north  of  Cai 
Lay  in  support  of  the  initiation  of  Operation  TRUONG  CONG  DINH  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day.  It  did  not  appear  to  have  any  great  effect  on  the  enemy  re¬ 
action  since  the  actual  operational  area  was  located  15  kilometers  north¬ 
east  of  My  Tho.  The  enemy  was  believed  to  have  withdrawn  to  the  east  to¬ 
ward  Go  Cong,  It  is  possible  that  the  feint  did  cause  enemy  movements, 
but  to  what  extent  is  not  known  at  present.  A  second  feint  was  conducted 
by  2=60  Inf  to  compliment  an  airmobile  operation  on  8  Apr.  Significant 
contacts  were  not  established  in  the  objective  area.  Again,  it  is  diffi¬ 
cult  to  assess  the  value  unless  POW's  are  taken,  or  valid  post  operation¬ 
al  intelligence  is  made  available. 

RECOMMENDATION.  The  idea  of  tactical  cover  and  deception  is  an  ef¬ 
fective  counter-intelligence  method.  It  is  felt  that  feints  closer  to 
the  objective  area  would  have  a  much  greater  effect  on  enemy  movements. 
This  idea  deserves  greater  study  and  use  with  stress  on  feinting  on  mul¬ 
tiple  LZ!s  and  varying  the  distance  of  the  feint  from  the  suspected  tar¬ 
get. 


d.  Deception  Measures  Employed  by  the  MRF. 

OBSERVATION,  During  the  reporting  period  the  enemy  employed  sophis¬ 
ticated  electronic  and  receiver/transmitter  equipment  to  intercept,  jam, 
monitor  and  transmit  on  the  2d  Bde’s  command  and  operation  and  intelli¬ 
gence  nets.  The  enemy's  activities  were  designed  not  only  to  intercept 
the  brigade's  communications  but  also  to  gain  information  in  detail  of 
combat  operations.  Several  measures  were  employed  to  deceive  the  enemy 
of  actual  situations  and  activities  occurring  during  the  conduct  of 
operations.  Those  deceptive  measures  employed  included: 

(1)  Sporadic  dissemination  of  "fake"  operation  orders  throughout  an 
area  by  aircraft. 

Dissemination  of  deceptive  radio  transmissions  of  tactical  in¬ 
fer  on  concerning  deployment/employment  cf  forces.  Schemes  of 
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maneuvers  were  transmitted  in  the  clear  to  confuse  the  enemy  aa  to  actual 
plans, 

(3)  Requesting  two  or  more  areas  of  operations  (AO)  for  each  opera¬ 
tion  planned, 

(4)  Employment  of  artillery  and  air  strikes  in  areas  other  than  the 
"true"  AO. 

(5)  Deoeptive  movement  of  river  assault  crafts  to  and  throughout 
waterways  in  areas 'other  than  the  intended  AO. 

(6)  Overflight  of  deception  AO  by  OB-23  aircraft  while  limiting 
reconnaissance  of  actual  AO. 

(7)  Colaboratlon  with  sector  and  diatriot  advisors  to  pass  deceptive 
information  as  to  actual  AO. 

EVALUATION.  Although  the  countermeasures  employed  were  generally 
basio  in  nature,  they  were  effective. 


RECOMMENDATION.  None. 
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DA,  HQ  II  FFORCEV ,  APO  San  Francisco  96266 

THRU:  Commanding  General,  US  Army  Vietnam,  ATTN:  AVHGC(DST) ,  APO  96375 

Conmander,  US  Army  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-OT,  APO  96558 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 

Army,  Wahington,  D.C.  20310 

1.  Subject  report  is  forwarded. 

2.  This  comand  has  reviewed  the  attached  Operational  Report-Lessons 
Learned  of  the  9th  Infantry  Division,  Volume  I  and  II,  and  concurs  with 
it. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


/s/0.  B.  Fory 
/t/0.  B.  FORY 
1LT,  AGC 
Asst  AG 


OPT,  GS 

Op  Off,  Doc  Br,  DST  Div 
OACofS,  G3 
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HEADQUARTERS,  US  ARMY  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Francisco  96375  X  JUL  '56® 

TO:  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Army,  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-DT, 

APO  96558 

1.  (U)  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons 
Learned  for  the  quarterly  period  ending  30  April  1968  from  Headquarters, 
9th  Infantry  Division. 

2.  (C)  Comments  follow: 

a.  Reference  item  concerning  medical  assistance  to  local  Vietnamese 
hospitals,  page  57,  paragraph  2a(3):  Nonconcur.  Assistance  of  this  type 
is  part  of  the  mission  of  the  Province  Health  Assistance  Program  (PHAP) 
conducted  by  USAID. 

b.  Reference  item  concerning  Xenon  Infrared  Search  Light,  page  59, 
paragraph  2b(4).  A  message  was  prepared  and  dispatched  by  this  head¬ 
quarters  recommending  BOI  for  Xenon  Search  Lights  as  one  per  APC  in 
armored,  mechanized  armored  cavalry  scout  units. 

c.  Reference  item  concerning  Utilization  of  Wire  Team,  page  59, 
paragraph  2b ( 5)  •  The  Signal  Support  Operations  Company  deployed  under 
MTQE  11-39E,  USCONARC  1/67  dated  12  August  1966.  Under  this  MTGE,  the 
company  is  authorized  six  cable  teams.  The  division  base  was  not  stand¬ 
ardized  because  of  its  impending  riverine  configuration.  When  the  unit 
is  reconfigured,  eight  cable  teams  should  be  included  in  the  MTGE  that 
is  developed. 

d.  Reference  item  concerning  the  use  of  CS  against  bunkers,  page  61 
paragraph  2b(9) :  Concur.  Operational  quantities  of  the  experimental 
version  of  the  Cartridge,  40mm,  Tactical  CS,  have  been  requested  pending 
typo  classification  of  an  improved  cartridge. 

e.  Reference  item  concerning  ground  surveillance  radar  training,  page 
66,  paragraph  2c(l):  Nonconcur.  The  re  commendation  that  all  infantrymen 
receive  ground  surveillance  radar  training  is  not  feasible.  School 
trained  radar  operators  can  best  be  supplemented  by  personnel  at  the  unit 
level,  where  training  can  be  conducted  in  view  of  specific  needs,  envi¬ 
ronment,  area  of  operations,  and  mission  of  the  unit.  As  an  interim 
measure  before  school  trained  operators  become  available  in-country, 

USARV  has  established  a  GSR  training  team  which  is  available  to  the  Field 
Forces  and  Provisional  Corps  Vietnam. 
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f .  Reference  item  concerning  Military  Intelligence  Detachment  lan¬ 
guage  capability,  page  68,  paragraph  2d(2):  Concur.  The  present  short¬ 
age  of  linguists  throughout  USARV  has  precluded  the  assignment  of  the 
desired  number  of  linguists  to  MID's.  Beginning  in  September  1968, •  a 
considerable  increase  in  the  input  of  US  linguists  is  expected.  The 
organization  of  division  MID's  within  USARV  has  recently  been  stand¬ 
ardized  at  a  strength  of  96;  included  in  this  standard  organization  is 

a  requirement  for  46  linguists  (11-Off,  4-W0,  31  EM).  These  linguists 
have  been  included  in  the  FT  1971  projected  requirements  and  it  was 
reconmended  that  29  of  these  linguists  be  graduates  of  the  47-week 
course,  13  be  graduates  of  the  32-week  course,  and  4  be  graduates  of 
the  12-vreek  course. 

g.  Reference  item  concerning  air  to  ground  surveillance,  page  69, 
paragraph  2d( 5) . 

(1)  Twenty-one  2.2  XW  Airborne  Xenon  Searchlights  (AN/ASS-1)  were 
received  in  July  1967.  9th  Infantry  Division  was  issued  one  for  eval¬ 
uation.  Although  a  formal  evaluation  was  not  conducted  on  these  search¬ 
lights,  general  comments  gathered  by  ACTIV  were  not  favorable.  A 
lightweight  30  KW  Xenon  Searchlight  (white  light  only)  is  expected  to 
arrive  in  a  few  months  for  evaluation.  This  system,  without  IR  capabil¬ 
ity,  may  prove  to  be  a  better  system. 

(2)  The  value  of  fabricating  a  permanent  mount  to  assist  in  provid¬ 
ing  a  stable  support  for  the  starlight  scope  is  questionable  since 
vibrations  of  the  aircraft  will  be  transmitted  directly  to  the  scope 
and  may  render  it  unusable. 

h.  Reference  item  concerning  five  gallon  water  jugs,  page  71,  para¬ 
graph  2e(3):  Nonconcur.  A  three  gallon,  free  drop  water  container  is 
currently  available  in  the  supply  system. 

i.  Rexerence  item  concerning  logistical  support  for  armored  unit, 
page  71,  paragraph  2e(4):  Concur,  Recommend  the  parent  organization 
attach  commensurate  maintenance  support  from  the  Division  Base  to  pro¬ 
vide  required  logistical  support  and  deploy  the  unit  complete  with 
attached  maintenance  capability  to  include  ASL  drawn  from  the  division 
basic  load.  Nondi visional  Direct  and  General  Maintenance  Support 
requirements  are  available  in  I  CTZ.  Appropriate  coordination  for 
DS/GS  maintenance  support  should  be  effected  with  the  CG,  Da  Nang 
Support  Conmand , 
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AVHGC-DST  (12  May  68)  2d  Ind  (C) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  9th  Infantry  Division  for  Period 
Ending  30  April  1968,  RCS  CSFOR  (Rl)  (U) 

j.  Reference  item  concerning  the  detachment  of  the  air  cavalry 
troop,  page  72,  paragraph  2f(l):  Concur.  Maximum  combat  effective¬ 
ness  is  obtained  when  the  cavalry  squadron  is  employed  as  a  complete 
tactical  unit. 

k.  Reference  item  concerning  inadequate  photographic  section, 
MTOE,  page  73,  paragraph  2f(2):  Concur.  An  increase  is  justifiable 
in  view  of  the  operational  use  being  made  of  the  photographic  section. 

l.  Reference  item  concerning  unsuitability  of  the  KS-6  combat 
camera  for  tactical  employments,  page  74,  paragraph  2g(l).  Comments 
in  this  paragraph  and  in  paragraph  2f(2)  on  authorized  combat  cameras 
in  general  appear  overly  severe  in  view  of  the  fact  that  other  units 
find  them  satisfactory.  It  is  possible  that  operator  unfamiliarity 
with  equipment  and  carelessness  in  handling  might  be  contributing 
causes.  Recommend  that  units  submit  unsatisfactory  equipment  reports 
in  accordance  with  provisions  of  TM  38-750.  It  should  be  noted  that 
the  KS-6  and  KS-14  cameras  are  being  replaced  in  the  system. 

m.  Reference  item  concerning  rotatable  antennas  for  tracking  the 
MRF  C  and  C  ship,  page  75,  paragraph  2g(2):  Concur.  The  following 
action  has  been  taken  to  procure  the  subject  items: 

(1)  USAECOM  was  contacted  to  determine  if  suitable  replacement 
items  were  available  in  the  supply  system. 

(2)  An  ENSURE  request  is  now  being  processed  for  operational 
quantities. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


Copies  furnished: 
HQ.  9th  Tnf  Div 
HQ,  II  FFQRCEV 


Captam.  AHC 

Assistant  Adjutant  General 
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GPOP-DT  (12  May  68)  3d  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  HQ,  9th  Inf  Dlv  for  period  Ending 
30  April  1968,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl) 

HQ,  US  Amy,  Pacific,  AFO  San  Franclaco  96558  1  9  JUL  USB 

TO:  Aaalatant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  waahlngton,  D.  C.  20310 

Thla  headquarter*  ha*  evaluated  aubject  report  and  forwarding  Indoree- 
menta  and  concur*  In  the  report  aa  indorsed. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


7 

K.  F.  OSBOURN 


maj,  agc 

Asst  AG 
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ASSIGNED  UNITS 

KHC  9th  Inf  Div 

45th  Inf  Pit  SD 

HHC  1st  Bde 

1st  Air  Boat  Flat 

HHC  2d  Bde 

2d  Air  Boat  Plat 

HHC  3d  Bde 

E/50th  Inf  (LRP) 

HUB  Div  Arty 

Task  Force  Forsyth 

2-39  Inf 

Task  Foroe  Funston 

3-39  Inf 

HHC  4  Band,  DISCOM 

4-39  Inf 

9th  S4T  Bn 

2-47  Inf  (M) 

709th  Maint  Bn 

3-47  Inf 

9th  Med  Bn 

4-47  Inf 

Reliable  Academy 

2-60  Inf 

9th  MI  Det 

5-60  Inf 

39th  Chem  Det 

5-60  Inf  (h) 

19th  Mil  Hist  Det 

3-5  Cav 

47th  Mil  Hint  Det 

6-31  Inf 

18th  PI  Det 

1-11  Arty 

19th  PI  Det 

2-4  Arty 

65th  Inf  Plat  • Combat  Tracker) 

1-84  Arty 

ATTACHED  UNITS 

3-34  Arty 

11th  ACR 

9th  Avn  Bn 

335th  RRC 

15th  Engr  Bn 

137th  Med 

9th  Sig  Bn 

5-2  Arty  (AWSF)  (DS) 

9th  M?  Co 

opcon  u.  _rs 

43d  Inf  Pit  SD 

RovaI  Thai  Army  Volunteer 

Regifeent  (RTAVR) 

2-3  Inf 


DOWNGRADED  AT  THREE  YEAR  INTERVALS 
DECLASSIFIED  AFTER  TWELVE  YEARS 
Incloaure  'ia  DOD  DIR  5200.10 


1 
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50  April  1968 


CoNHO&NTUL 

Task  Organization  and  Unit 
Locations  as  of  0600H 


9th  Inf  Div  Main 

BEARCAT 

YT  1600 

D/5-5  Cby 

BEARCAT 

YT  1600 

9th  Inf  Div  Fwd 

DONG  TAM 

XS  4143 

15  Engr  Bn  (-) 

DONG  TAM 

XS  4143 

oth  Inf  Div  Arty 

BEARCAT 

YS  1799 

1-84  Arty  (-) 

DCNG  TAM 

XS  4143 

A/1-84  Arty 

BEARCAT 

TS  1699 

B/1-84  Arty  (4  Tubes) 

FSPB  PARKER 

xs  2051 

(2  Tubes) 

FRENCH  FORT 

XS  8962 

C/1-84  Arty  (3  Tubes) 

TAN  AN 

XS  5565 

(3  Tubes) 

FSPB  SMOKE 

XS  7977 

D/1-84  Arty  (2  Tubes) 

LONG  THANE 

YS  1292 

(2  Tubes) 

FSPB  PARKER 

xs  2051 

A/7-0  Arty  (GSR) 

BEN  LUC 

xs  6376 

7-9  Arty  (-)  (GSR) 

BEARCAT 

YS  1699 

C/7-9  Arty 

FSPB  GREY 

YS  2093 

D/2-13  Arty  (GSR) 

HHA  BE 

XS  9182 

B/l-27  Arty  (GSR) 

FSPB  SMOKE 

XS  7977 

DOWNGRADED  AT  THREE  YEAR  INTERVALS 
DECLASSIFIED  AFTER  TWELVE  YEARS 
DOD  DIR  5200.10 
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OPERATION  PEOPl.tfr  BQAD  ( UPQMG  CUA  DAN') 


2-39  Inf  (-) 

FSPB  MOORE 

i 

1 

XS  2630  i 

i/2-39  Inf 

XS  2953  [ 

B/ 2-39  Inf 

FSPB  LAMBERT 

i 

XS  3349  •  j 

E/2-39  Inf 

XS  2449  } 

C/5-60  Inf  (M) 

FSPB  LAMBERT 

XS  3349  j 

2-60  Inf  (-) 

MY  PHUOC  TAY 

XS  2059 

A/2-60  Inf 

t 

XS  2357 

B/C/2-60  Inf 

XS  2358 

1-11  Arty  (-)  (DS) 

DONG  TAM 

xs  4143 

A/1-11  Arty 

FSPB  MOORE 

XS  2650 

B/l-11  Arty 

MY  PHUOC  TAY 

xs  2059 

C/1-11  Arty 

DONG  TAM 

xs  4143 

OPERATION  TRUONG  COHO  T)Tm 

2nd  Bdo 

MRB 

xs  4041  l 

4-47  Inf  (-) 

MRB 

i 

xs  4041  1 

i/4-47  Inf 

XS  3543 

C/E/4-47  Inf 

XS  3544  i 

3-47  Inf  (-) 

MRB 

xs  4041 

*1 

C  ONFl  DETNTt  AL 


Jl 


counoeNTi  kl 


A/3-47  Inf 
B/3-47  Inf 
C/5-47  Inf 
E/3-47  Inf 

3-34  Arty  (-)  (itch  2nd  Bd«) 
A/3-34  Arty 
C/3-34  Arty 
OPERATION  TQAN  THAMC 


34  Bd* 


3-39  Inf  (-) 

A/3-59  Inf 

(-) 

B/3-39  Inf 

(-) 

C/3-39  Inf 

(-) 

5-60  Inf  (M) 

(-) 

A/5-60  Inf 

4-39  Inf  (-) 

A/4-39  Inf 

B/4-39  Inf 

2-3  Inf  (-) 

B/D/2-3  Inf 

6-31  Inf  (-) 

A/6-31  Inf 

30  April  196a 


xs  3140 

XS  4547 

XS  4049 

xs  3749 

xs  2939 

XS  1542 

xs  3140 

TAN  M 

xs  5565 

each  ms 

xs  7470 

FRENCH  PORT 

XS  6961 

AST  HHOT  TAN 

XS  6667 

XS  6977 

xs  6376 

XS  6472 

NBA  BE 

XS  9162 

TAN  THU 

xs  6562 

CAT  LAI 

XS  9687 

FSFB  SWCKE 

xs  7977 

PB  DAGGER 

XS  6062 

BINH  CHASE 

XS  7279 

xs  6376 

CONF/pe 
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C/6-31  Inf 

XS  6472 

D/6-31  Inf 

XS  7481 

E/6-31  Inf 

XS  7080 

C/15  Sngr  Bn 

TAN  AN 

XS  5565 

2-4  Arty  (DS) 

TAN  AN 

xs  5565 

A/2-4  Arty  (-)  (4  Tubes) 

EACH  KIEN 

XS  7469 

(2  Tubes) 

BEN  LUC 

XS  6376 

a/2-4  Arty  (-)  (4  Tubas) 

BINH  PHUOC 

XS  6155 

(2  Tubes) 

BEN  LUC 

XS  6562 

C/2-4  Arty  (-)  (4  Tubes) 

TAN  TRU 

XS  6562 

(2  Tubes) 

TAN  AN 

XS  5565 

A/2-40  Arty  (DS  2-3  Inf) 

FSPB  SMOKE 

xs  7977 

RTAVR 

BEARCAT 

YT  1601 

2/RTAVR 

YS  1082 

3/RTAVR 

YS  I486 

4/STAVR 

Btry  RTAVR  (D3) 

YS  ’484 

YS  1336 

TF  Forsyth 

BEARCAT 

YS  1799 

2-47  Inf  (M)  (-) 

YT  0802 

A/2-47  Inf  (M) 

BINH  SON 

YS  2193 

m 
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3/2—47  Inf  (k)  y>p  q^qo 

5/15  Sngr  Bn  BEARCAT  YT  1600 

OPERATIGN  HQFTAC  T 

TF  Funston  DONG  TAM  XS  41 43 

3-60  Inf  (-)  JONG  TAM  XS  41 43 

B/3-60  Inf  VINH  KM  XS  3644 

C/3-60  Inf  FS?B  PARKER  AS  2051 

3/3-60  Inf  xs  ^3^5 

Ren/ 5-60  Inf  (M)  DONG  TAM  XS  4143 


<fo 
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CO  N  f\ DENTIAf-  30  April  1968 

Personnel  and  Administration  Data  (U) 

t.  (C)  Maintenance  of  Unit  Strength; 

a.  Division  Strength: 

(Comparison  a6  of  1  Feb  68-30  Apr  68) 

OFFICBtS  ENLISTED 


Authorized 

Assigned 

Authorized 

Assigned 

Feb 

1206 

1209 

15000 

14872 

Mar 

1208 

1201 

15002 

15291 

Apr 

1265 

1260 

15913 

15888 

(Strength  by  Month) 

Authorized 

Assigned 

Rrosent  for  Duty 

OFF 

WO  ENL 

OFF  WO 

ENL 

OPF 

WO  ENL 

Feb 

1023 

183  15000 

1061  148 

14872 

1211 

162  14999 

Mar 

1025 

183  15002 

1048  153 

15291 

1194 

165  15092 

Apr 

1081 

184  15913 

1106  154 

15888 

1202 

153  15809 

b„  Gains: 

OFF 

WO  EM 

AGG 

Feb 

54 

6  1393 

1453 

Mar 

89 

9  1739 

1837 

Apr 

93 

7  2170 

2270 

Incl  4 


f2- 


DOWNGRADED  AT  3  YR  TNTERVALS 
DECLASSIFIED  AFTER  12  YRS 
DOD  DIR  5200.10 
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c.  Casualties: 


KHA 

WHA 

OFF 

WO 

EM 

OFF  WO 

EM 

Feb  21 

142 

94  4 

1279 

Mar  8 

104 

40 

676 

Apr  3 

105 

33  4 

521 

NBD 

NBI 

OFF 

WO 

SM 

OFF  WO 

EM 

Feb 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Mar 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Apr  - 

- 

4 

- 

43 

d«  Analysis  of  Casualties: 

SMALL 

BOOBY 

MINES 

ARMS 

MCRTAR 

TRAPS 

SNIPER 

OTHZR 

S&D 

88 

1047 

117 

252 

46 

234 

Defense 

10 

14 

112 

1 

9 

Convoy 

67 

23 

31 

1 

20 

Patrol 

12 

37 

30 

9 

1 

9 

Base  Areas 

1 

7 

478 

1 

9 

In  Flight 

5 

1 

2 

1 

8 

Ambush 

6 

4 

1 

8 

Attack 

1 

2 

71 

Other 

26 

47 

15 

31 

3 

36 

fS 
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30  April  1968 


KHA 

WHA 

Mortar 

72 

787 

Mines 

31 

174 

Small  Arms 

190 

998 

Booby  Traps 

15 

180 

Sniper 

17 

36 

Other 

26 

300 

(Location  of  Wound) 

KHA 

WHA 

1/tg 

14 

897 

Arm 

5 

778 

Head 

150 

380 

Chest 

78 

78 

Stomach 

19 

44 

Other 

64 

257 

2.  (U)  Personnel  Management: 

a.  An  artillery  lieutenant  infusion  program  was  successfully 
completed  with  the  108th  Artillery  Group.  This  action  reduced  a 
September  rotational  hump  within  the  Division  Artillery.  Another 
infusion  program  is  being  planned  with  the  1st  Infantry  Division  to 
reduce  an  October  rotational  hump  for  artillery  lieutenants. 


b.  The  assignment  of  a  complete  new  infantry  battalion  will 
cause  a  rotational  hump  during  March  of  1969*  Intra-division  infusion 
will  begin  during  the  month  of  August  and  continue  until  the  rotational 
peak  is  within  the  USARV  standard. 
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3.  (U)  Development  and  Maintenance  of  Morale: 

a.  Morale  continues  to  be  high  in  all  units, 

b,  Special  Services  Activities. 

(1)  Facilities: 

(a)  Swimming  Pool  -  The  swimming  pool  at  Dong  Tam  received  direct 
mortar  hits  on  7  February  1968,  causing  extensive  damage  to  the  liners. 

It  was  repaired  and  reopened;  however,  a  new  liner  is  on  order  and  should 
arrive  on  or  about  15  June  1968’* 

(b)  Craft  Shop  -  The  Craft  Shop  at  Dong  Tam  was  formally  opened  on 
12  February  1968.  The  shop  includes  facilities  for  woodwork,  photography 
development,  and  a  sales  outlet.  On  18  February  1968,  the  sales  outlet 
received  a  direct  mortar  hit.  The  damage  was  not  extensive,  and  the  out¬ 
let  reopened  within  a  few  days, 

(c)  Golf  Course  -  An  eighteen  hole  miniature  golf  course  was  erected 
at  Dong  Tam  3ase.  Opening  day  was  5  April  1968. 

(d)  Library  -  A  4,000  square  foot  air  conditioned  library  was  opened 
on  13  February  1968  at  Dong  Tam  Base.  On  18  February  1968,  it  received 
direct  hits  from  mortar  and  recoilles  rifle  fire.  The  library  was  re¬ 
paired  and  reopened  within  a  few  days . 

(e)  Service  Club  -  The  Service  Club  at  Dong  Tam  Base  received  direct 
hits  from  mortar  fire  on  7  February  1968  and  8  February  1968,  However, 

it  remained  open  during  repairs. 


(2) 

entertainment: 

(a) 

USC  Handshake  Tours. 

DATE 

Professional  Foot call  Players 

5 

Feb  68 

Robert  Bray 

10 

Feb  68 

Ed  Begley 

25 

Mar  68 

Cal  Tinney 

12-14 

Apr  68 

Co) 

USO  Shows 

Berri  Lee  -  Melody  Engle  Magic  Show 

5 

Apr  68 

RFD  Hollywood  Show 


30  Apr  1968 
22  Apr  68 


Rest  an 

Recuperation 

Allocation  and 

Utilization: 

MONTH 

ALLOCATION 

TOTAL  USED 

%  OF  UTILIZATION 

Feb 

1402 

1086 

77.5 

Mar 

1299 

1114 

83.1 

Apr 

1265 

1.199 

95.6 

Percent  of  utilization  was  low  because  of  the  peak  rotation 
period  and  the  Tet  Offensive. 

(4)  Spcrts.  Softball  -  A  new  softball  field,  located  at  5th  and  G 
streets.  Bearcat,  was  completed  for  the  division  softball  season  which 
began  on  1 5  February  1 968  and  ended  1 3  April  1 968 .  Twenty  one  teams  par-' 
ticipated  in  the  program  with  the  709th  Maintenance  Battalion  winning  the 
division  championship  followeo  by  the  9th  Administration  Company  placing 
second. 


e.  Postal  Services.  During  this  quarter,  mail  and  financial  business 
of  APO  96370  reached  its  peak  and  subsequently  began  to  decline  for  the 
first  time  since  the  arrival  of  the  9th  Infantry  Division  in  Vietnam. 

Air  delivery  to  Tan  An  to  sevice  troops  of  the  3d  Brigade  was  initiated 
using  Air  Force  C7A  (Caribou)  aircraft.  A  permanent  finance  unit  was 
established  aboard  the  USS  Benewah  to  sevice  personnel  of  the  Mobile 
Riverine  Force  (KFIF).  A  mobile  finance  service  to  other  ships  of  the 
KRF  was  also  initiated.  The  manning  level  of  the  Deng  Tam  finance  unit 
was  increased  to  cope  with  the  large  number  of  units  relocating  to  that 
area.  A  new  AG  administration  replacement  mail  room  was  opened  at  the 
Reliable  Academy.  This  is  staffed  by  personnel  of  APC  96370  and  delivers 
mail  daily  to  incoming  replacements.  A  method  of  screening  incoming  and 
outgoing  parcel  post  for  contraband  was  initiated  at  APO  96370.  This  was 
such  a  success  in  the  9th  Inf  Div  that  it  was  soon  adopted  by  USARV  as 
standard  operating  procedures  for  all  USARV  postal  units.  The  48th 
Army  Postal  Unit  (AFU)  arrived  and  began  a  period  of  training  under 
the  technical  supervision  of  AFO  96370  personnel.  The  48th  APU,  opera¬ 
ting  AFO  96370,  will  serve  non-divisional  units  assigned  to  Bearcat.  The 
Tet  Offensive  resulted  in  a  three  day  curtailment  of  mail  service  for 
the  9th  Inf  Div.  However,  through  coordinated  utilisation  of  available 
air  and  ground  transportation  assets,  normal  mail  service  was  resumed  within 
the  9th  Inf  Div  prior  to  most  other  postal  operations  in  USARV. 


30  April  1968  I02> 


d.  Awards  and  Decoration.  Awards  issued  (1  February  1968  -  30  April 

1968), 


UNIT  MH  DSC 

SS 

LM  DFC  SM 

3S(V) 

BS 

am(v) 

AM 

ACM(V) 

ACM 

PH 

1st  Bde 

2 

1 

13 

1 

5 

4 

2d  Bde 

1 

3 

3 

5 

11 

3d  Bde 

3 

7 

10 

2 

1 

13 

2/39  Inf 

1 

15 

18 

7 

1 

10 

191 

3/39  Inf 

5 

1 

16 

29 

83 

14 

23 

123 

4/39  Inf 

5 

5 

10 

8 

23 

30 

2/47  Inf 

16 

2 

48 

17 

7 

5 

31 

105 

3/47  Inf 

21 

52 

15 

1 

1 

29 

12 

175 

4/47  Inf  1 

2 

2 

12 

12 

1 

50 

9 

39 

115 

2/60  Inf 

13 

21 

29 

82 

49 

37 

71 

3/60  Inf 

29 

5 

66 

20 

2 

37 

21 

195 

5/60  Inf 

9 

2 

43 

17 

22 

13 

11 

227 

335  Sad  Res  Co 

1 

39  Cml  Rad  Det 

3 

1 

18  PI  Det 

1 

1 

9  MI  Det 

2 

8 

5 

19  Mil  Hist  Det 

2 

43  Inf  Pit 

1 

2 

45  Inf  Pit 

1 

Div  Arty 

1 

2 

8 

25 

2 

8 

2 

1/1 1  Arty 

1  1 

4 

5 

25 

8 

2/4  Arty 

20 

12 

2 

34 

31 

34 

3/34  Arty 

8 

1 

14 

4 

2 

32 

31 

10 

1/84  Arty 

2 

4 

13 

22 

20 

11 

HHCBD 

1 

4 

1 

17 

1 

9  Admin 

9 

41 

3 

9  S  &  T 

2 

3 

11 

1 

f? 
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30  April  1966 


UNIT  MH 

DSC  SS 

PFC 

SM 

BS(V) 

BS 

mn 

AM  ACM(V) 

ACM 

PH 

9  Mod 

4 

6 

3 

2 

36 

1 

709  Haint 

1 

43 

9  Avn 

6 

1 

2 

12 

436 

35 

6 

3/5  Cav 

4 

6 

7 

26 

1 

116 

29 

50 

151 

15  Engr 

1 

1 

4 

12 

1 

2 

45 

27 

9  Sig 

2 

3 

4 

1 

35 

18 

9  MP 

8 

6 

1 

9 

11 

1 

HHC  Div 

4 

4 

9 

9 

1 

32 

6 

E  Co  50  Inf 

3 

19 

3 

6 

11  ACR 

6 

2 

50 

54 

4 

160 

21 

111 

8 

1097  Trane 

1 

2 

1 

1 

OTHER 

1 

3 

5 

TOTAL 

1  139 

1 

12 

19 

419 

378 

23 

1134 

335 

827  1554 

(RAND  TOTAL: 

4842 

e .  Religious  Services : 

Catholic 

Jewish 

frotestant 

Totals 

Number 

of  Services 

550 

34 

983 

1 

,567 

Attendance 

19,012 

659 

32,179 

51 

,850 

Memorial 

Services 

23 

0 

102 

125 

Hospital 

Visits 

235 

0 

470 

705 

V  30  April  1968 

There  are  no  Jewish  Chaplains  assigned  to  the  division;  however,  Chaplain 
Breslau  free  the  101st  Airborne  Division  visited  Camp  Mart'n  Cox  on  15-18 
February  1968  and  Dong  Tam  Base  on  21-25  February  1968. 

f.  Red  Cross 

(1)  The  Red  Cross  support  rendered  during  the  reporting  period  was 


as  follows! 

CASES 

HANDIZD 

LOANS/ 

GRANTS 

(AMT) 

EMERGENCY 

LEAVE 

REPCRTS 

February 

1251 

15 

($2135.00) 

147 

796 

March 

1340 

11 

($1695.00) 

175 

963 

April 

1260 

24 

($2675.00) 

169 

892 

(2)  The  number  of  eases  handled  each  month  remained  constant  during 
the  quarter,  averaging  slightly  more  than  1250  per  month.  There  continues 
to  be  a  large  number  of  requests  for  reports  of  family  members  in  CONUS. 
Most  of  the  requests  are  due  to  non-receipt  of  mail  or  delayed  mail.  The 
figures  shown  above  are  not  considered  high  for  a  command  of  this  sise. 

(3)  The  6  Red  Cross  Clubaobile  girls  made  a  total  of  505  visits  to 
units  throughout  the  9th  Inf  Div  during  this  period. 

g.  Education  Center 

(1)  During  this  quarter  the  following  number  of  soldiers  participated 
in  the  division  education  program! 

GED  Teste  (completed) 

GED  Teste  (1  cr  mere 
psrte) 

High  School  Courses 

College  Courses 

Technical  Courses 

College  Comprehension  Test 

Total  Number  of  Registra¬ 
tions 


132 

1U 

85 

230 

8 

72 


323 


10? 
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Total  Number  of  Participants  584 

(2)  The  following  additional  educational  material  and  equipment  has 
been  received  by  the  Education  Center: 

(a)  Seven  automated  reading  machines . 

(b)  New  Testing  materials.  Aptitude  Classification  Battery. 

(c)  Reference  Materials. 

(d)  USAFI  instructional  materials  far  25  students  in  the  following 
Group  Study  areas: 


K  English  H.S. 

2,  Mathematics  H.S.  -  College 


Natural  Science  H.S. 

Business  H.S.  -  College 
2*  Accounting  -  College 

4.  (C)  Maintenance  of  Discipline,  Law  and  Oder, 

a.  Discipline. 

(1 )  Crimes  Against  Persons  and  Property:  The  division  has  experienced 
a  decrease  in  these  types  of  crimes.  Statistics  are  as  follows: 


Persons  and 
Property 


NCV  DSC 


(3  mos) 

JAN  TOTAL  FEB 


MAR 


(3  mos) 
APR  TOTAL 


Total 

Murder 

Manslaughter 


35 

0 

0 


Rape  0 

Car  ml  Knowledge  0 
Agg.  Assault  2 


24 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 


16 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 


75 

1 

1 

1 

0 

4 


18 

0 

1 

0 

0 

5 


15 

o 

0 

0 

0 

3 


17 

0 

2 

0 

0 

7 


50 

0 

3 

0 

0 

15 
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(3  mos) 


Property 

NOV 

DSC 

JAN 

TOTAL 

FSB 

MAR 

APR 

TOTAL 

Assault 

6 

3 

1 

10 

3 

7 

1 

11 

Robbery 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Burglary  & 
Housebreaking 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Larceny  (over 

$50)3 

2 

0 

5 

4 

2 

2 

8 

Larceny  (under 
$50) 

1 

0 

4 

5 

4 

2 

2 

8 

Wrongful 

Appropriation 

5 

2 

2 

9 

1 

0 

2 

3 

Fraud 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other 

18 

12 

8 

38 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(2)  Miscellaneous  and  Military  Offenses:  The  division  has  experienced 
a  significant  increase  in  this  category.  This  indicates  a  need  for  in¬ 
creased  emphasis  by  unit  commanders  in  the  enforcement  of  these  ruleB  and 
regulations. 


(3  mos)  (3  mos) 


NOV 

DEC 

JAN 

TOTAL 

FSB 

MAR 

APR' 

TOTAL 

Total  Kisc 

Mil  Offenses 

H 

2? 

14 

51 

16 

»? 

16 

45 

Disorderly 

Conduct 

7 

? 

p 

21 

6 

6 

? 

17 

Non- Narcotic 
Abuse  Drugs 

4 

8 

0 

12 

6 

2 

8 

16 

Black  Market 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

1 

2 

3 

Sexual  Offenses 

1 

2 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Others 

2 

-  4  . 

_ 7 

_ 13 

_ 4_ 

_ 

1 

_ 2_ 

101 


106 


CO/VFI0ENTIAI, 
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(3  mos) 


MAR 


Total  Military 
Offenses 

110 

11? 

77 

300 

147 

184 

128 

4?? 

AWOL 

1 

1 

.  3 

5 

2 

2 

2 

6 

Off  Limits 

12 

1? 

?2 

79 

30 

68 

89 

207 

Violation  of 
Regulations 

23 

16 

4 

43 

10 

6 

8 

24 

Other 

?7 

4? 

? 

91 

55 

70 

15 

140 

Weapons  Viola¬ 
tions  (Incl  in 
others) 

2 

2 

4 

4 

4 

0 

8 

Uniform  Viola¬ 
tions  (Incl 
others) 

37 

-14- 

7 

78 

26 

-It- 

— Lit— 

74 

(3)  Traffic  Offenses:  The  division  experienced  an  increase  in  the 
mumber  of  traffic  offenses  in  almost  every  category.  The  only  eignificant 
reduction  was  noticed  in  reckless  driving  (from  19  to  2).  This  increase 
in  traffic  violations  can  be  attributed  to  the  increased  amount  of  traffic 
on  the  highways  and  also  to  the  many  convoys  moving  to  and  from  Dong  Tam. 


Statistics  fire  as  follows: 


Traffic  (3  mo#)  (3  mos) 

Offenses  NOV  DEC  JAM  TOTAL  FEB  MAR  APR  TOTAL 


Total  Traffic 

Offender  (Mil)  87 

85 

50 

222 

79 

90 

77 

216 

Veh  Homicide 
Invdmansl  ( POT)  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Negligent  Homicide 
(Mil)  0 

1 

2 

3 

? 

0 

0 

? 

Drunk  Driving 
(Mil)  0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

2 

t»t 
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'  W ;  ^  30  April  1968  , 

Traffic  (3  nos)  (3  mos)  j 

Offenses _ NOV  DEC  JAN  TOTAL  FEB  MAR  APR  TOTAL  1 


Reckless  Driving 
(FCV ) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Reckless  Driving 

(Mil) 

0 

0 

19 

19 

1 

1 

0 

2 

Speeding  (POV) 

0 

0 

Q 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Speeding  (Mil) 

38 

36 

1 

75 

30 

39 

23 

92 

Other  Moving 

Violations  (POV) 

C 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Violations 
(except  parking) 
Mil 

13 

23 

17 

53 

22 

20 

29 

71 

Fleeing  Scene  of 

Accident  (Mil) 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

1 

(4)  The  prisoner  population  during  this  period  remained  within  the 
normal  range  of  experience.  The  division  prisoner  population  in  the  UdARV 
Stockade  ia  49 ,  the  same  as  for  the  preceding  quarter.  Of  this  total,  8 

are  in  pretrial  confinement,  7  have  been  stentenced  by  general  court-martial, 
33  have  been  sentenced  by  special  court-martial,  and  1  has  been  sentenced 
by  summary  court-martial. 

(5)  Sixty-two  CID  Reports  of  Investigation  were  received  this  quarter. 
Very  noticeable  is  the  number  of  cases  closed  this  quarter,  six  more  than 


during  the  preceding  quarter. 

CID  Case  NOV  DEC 

JAN 

(3  mos) 
TOTAL 

FEB 

MAR 

AFfc 

(3  mos) 
TOTAL 

Opened 

27 

21 

62 

16 

1? 

62 

Closed 

14 

18 

_ 

12 

-J2-. 

20 

. 

b.  Military  Justice:  During  this  period,  five  enlisted  members  were 
tried  by  general  court-martial.  This  is  a-  decrease  of  four  cases  tried  by 
general  court-martial  from  the  previous  quarter.  No  significant  disci¬ 
plinary  trends  or  problem  areas  were  noted.  In  sane  cases  more  than  one 
offense  was  charged  and  a  breakdown  of  the  offenses  charged  and  tried  by 
general  court-martial  during  this  quarters  follows: 


l»3 
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Offenses  Charged 
Involuntary  manslaughter: 

Aggravated  Assault: 

Murder: 

Attempt  to  excape  from  lawful  confinement: 
Conspiracy  (to  escape  from  confinement): 
c.  Prisoners  of  War: 


30  April  1968 
Number  Charged 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 


(3  mos)  (3  mos) 


PW  REPCRT 

NOV 

DSC 

JAN 

TOTAL 

FEB 

KAR 

APR 

TOTAL 

PW'S 

64 

4? 

22 

129 

12 

54 

58 

124 

Returnees 

2 

2 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Civil  Defendants 

i  26 

27 

105 

23 

51 

88 

162 

Innocent  Civil¬ 
ians 

321  . 

??2 

272 

_  945  . 

130 

269 

270 

969 

Medical  Evacuated  0 

19 

_  32 

2 

10 

2 

14 

TOTAL 

413 

468 

334 

1215 

167 

384 

418 

969 

t»4 
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ARTILLERY  SUPPCRT 

SUMMARY  OF  ROUNDS  FIRED 
ARTILLERY  WITH  THE  9TH  INFANTRY  DIVISION 
1  February  68  -  30  April  68 


105mm  HOWITZER 

DIVISION  ARTILIERY 

1 55nm  HOWITZER 

8*'  HOWITZER 

MISSION  ROUNDS 

MISSIONS  ROUNDS 

MISSIONS  ROUNDS 

1 5467  280862 

6279  59168 

1794  8953 

105mm  HOWITZER 

NON-DIVISION  ARTILLERY 

1 55mm  HOWITZER 

MISSIONS 

ROUNDS 

MISSIONS  ROUNDS 

4859 

32798 

1737  28234 

FIRED 

IN  SUPPCRT  OF  ARVN  - 

RF/PF 

105mra  HOWITZER 

155mm  HOWITZER 

MISSIONS 

ROUNDS 

MISSIONS  ROUNDS 

3003 

13491 

189  3406 

iXJWN  GRADED  AT  3  YEAR  INTERVALS 
DECLASSIFIED  AFTER  12  YEARS 
DOD  CIR  5200.10 


I 
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conh  dential 
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G3  AIR  OPisiulTlUMAL  SUPPORT  CHABT 


MONTH 

FEBRUARY 

MARCH 

APRIL 

TOTALS 

MISSIONS 

260 

2SQ 

173 

713 

SORTIES 

302 

.  .  532 

■ 

336 

_ 1322 _ 

BOMBS 

367.50 

486.25 

_ 285.50 

wmmm 

HAPAI*! 

(TONS) 

.  24I.25 

183.50 

^mmk 

BLUG 

BEST 

446 

349 

mm 

1029 

BLDG 

DAM 

493 

283 

mm 

969 

BUNKERS 

BEST 

360 

474 

_ 264 

1218 

BUNKERS 

BAM 

166 

345 

mm n 

.775 

KBA  (BC) 

26 

_ 45 _ 

27 

_ 28 _ 

KBA 

(POSS) 

.  _  32  . 

mmm 

80 

mmm 

SEC 

EXPL 

25 

35  _ 

16 

mmm 

SAMPANS 

DEST 

11 

25 

14 

50 

SAMPANS 

DAM 

*  1 

_ 7  -  -  1 

6 

u 

luclosuxe  7 


DOWNGRADES  AT  3 YE  INTERVALS 
DECLASSIFIED  AFTER  12  YRS 
DOD  5200- ^ 


C0MP1DENT1AL 

lot 
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Claes  V  Supply 

1  February  -  24  February  1968 


ITEM 

AUTH 

AMOUNT  DRAWN 

81  HE:  Ilium 

4,664 

4,664 

SIKH  HE 

12*950 

13,388 

105MK  HE 

75,342 

58,428 

Gren  HD  Sink  Yel 

6,200 

4,096 

Fine  Claymore 

4,774 

3,072 

;i,  lxium  TD  WS  Cluet 

955 

949 

Sig  Ilium  CD  WS  Para 

927 

932 

Flare,  Surface  Trip 

8,571 

4,432 

25  Febr  lary  - 

24  March  1968 

Mini  Gun  Ammo 

170,679 

279,675 

4QKM  HE 

45,847 

36,564 

81  MK  Ilium 

4,840 

1,984 

81  KM  HE 

14,355 

8,655 

105KK  HE 

72,035 

59,202 

Gren  HD  Frag 

26,420 

12,486 

Gren  HD  Smk  Yel 

6,370 

5,814 

Incl  8 


DOWNGRADED  AT  1  YR  INTERVALS 
DECLASS I? IEL  AFTER  12  YRS 
DOD  DIR  5200.10 


COMF1  DENT! /U 


CONFIDENTIAL 


ii  r 


ITEM 

A4T£H 

66MM  HE  At 

2,451 

Mine  Claymore 

4,902 

Agent  CS-1 

25,370 

Sig  Ilium  GD  WS  Clust 

980 

Sig  Ilium  GD  WS  Para 

1,633 

Flare  Surface  Trip 

12,446 

4,2"  HL  w/Fuze  PD 

1,788 

4.2"  Ilium 

1,767 

105 MM  SX  WP 

462 

Rkt  2.75  HE  W/MTR 

Drawn  as 

25  March  thru 

40MM  IE 

46,562 

81  KM  Ilium 

2,731 

81  MM  HE 

27,308 

105MM  HE 

50,754 

105MM  Ilium 

2,539 

105MM  SK  WP 

1,271 

4.21,  Ilium 

561 

Chg  Prop  8"  G3 

480 

Gren  HD  Frag 

19,431 

30  April  1 V68  s 

f 

AMOUNT  DRAWN 

■  l 

1,126 

2,406 

32,680 

849 

1,454 

5,117 

5,117 

1,520 

792 

Required 
24  April  1968 

28,798 

2,963 

14,455 

74,856 

1,170 

I, 766 
230 
825 

II, 530 

*0 
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ITEM 

AWH 

AMOUNT  DRAWN 

Gren  HL  Off 

850 

820 

Gren  HD  SK  Yel 

6,320 

2,418 

Rkt.  HE  66  MM  AT 

1,457 

1,395 

Mine  Claymore 

2,917 

2,107 

Chemical  CSI 

15,440  lbs 

15,600  lbs 

Sig  Ilium  CD  .vS 

Clus 

1  ,008 

552 

Sig  Ilium  GD  WS 

Para 

1  ,620 

1,071 

Flare  A/C  Para 

1,835 

42 

Ctg,  81  MK  HE  w/o  F>"’.b 
Ctg,  81 MK  SMK  WP  w/Fuze  PD 
Ctg„  81  MM  HE  w/o  Fuze 
Ctg,  81  KM  SMK  WP  w/Fuze  PD 
Ctg,  90KK  Cannister 
Ctg,  90KK  HE  w/Fuze  PD 
Ctg,  90KM  HVAP-T 
Ctg,  9MM  HEAT  w/Fuze  P1BD 


Other  Ammunition  Drawn 

AMOUNT  IRAWH 
858 
1,522 
1,316 
3,060 
72 
180 
50 
658 


3 
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NOMENCLATURE 

AMOUNT  DRAWN 

Ctg,  90KK  Qannister  AP  f/Rifle 

349 

Ctg,  105MM  Ilium 

10,194 

Ctg,  105MM  Leaflet 

436 

Ctg,  105MM  SKK,  HC 

2,274 

Ctg,  105MM  SKK,  Red 

80 

Ctg,  105  SMK,  Yellow 

6,930 

Ctg,  105MK  AP  w/Fuze  MT 

309 

Ctg,  106  KK  HEAT  f /rifle 

50 

Ctg,  1 06 KK  HEP-T  f /rifle 

362 

Ctg,  4.2"  Mortar  HE  w/Fuze  PD 

18,582 

Ctg,  1.2"  Mortar  HE  w/o  Fuze 

3,096 

Ctg,  4.2"  Mortar  Ilium 

3,206 

Ctg,  4.2"  Mortar  SKK,  W'P,  PWP 

994 

Ctg,  4.2"  Kortar  SKK,  WP 

822 

Proj,  155KK  Ilium 

2,168 

Chg,  Prop,  155MK  White  Bag 

46,775 

Proj,  1 55MK  HE  w/o  Fuze 

58,959 

Proj,  8"  HE  w/o  Fuze 

9,032 

I IV 
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III 


30  April  1968 

Experimental  Ammunition  During;  Period 


HOMEHQLATURE 

AUTH 

DRAWN 

Ctg,  40MM  Multishot 

8,277 

3,240 

Ctg,  40MK  GS 

776 

648 

Tactical  CS  Launcher  E-8 

463 

212 

Ctg,  90 MM  HR,  HE 

190 

110 

Ctg,  4*2"  CS 

500 

520 

Sig,  SMK  White 

3,831 

720 

Sig,  SKK,  Oeen 

6,174 

1,502 

Sig,  SKK,  Red 

1,392 

788 

Sig,  SKK,  Yellow 

1,494 

754 

Aerial  SMK  Marker,  White 

107 

32 

Aerial  SMK  Marker,  Colored 

116 

0 

E-1 38  Cannister  Cluster 

86 

73 

Cap,  Desensitizing  Fuze,  XM5 

1,168 

1,168 

Ctg,  106MM,  afers 

948 

660 

i 

! 

( 
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DEPARTMENT  OP  THE  aRMY 

HEADQUARTERS ,  2ND  BRIGADE,  9TH  INFANTRY  DIVISION 
APO  SAN  FRmNCISCO  96372 


AVDE-47KH-A  29  **pril  1968 

SUBJECT!  Operational  Report  of  2nd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division 
for  Period  Ending  30  -uoril  1968,  Report  Control  Symbol 
CSFOR-65  <R1) 


TrLRU  1  Commanding  General 

9th  Infantry  Division 
iiPO  San  Francisco  96370 


TO  1  .assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development 

Department  of  the  Army 
Washington,  D.  C.  20310 


Reference!  AH  525-15i  dated  26  January  1968 


SECTION  I 

Operational  Significant  Activities 


1,  (C)  Introduction!  The  hOBILE  RIV.-.EIUB  FOuCE  {MRF)  is  a  Joint 

task  force  composed  of  RIVER  FLOTILL**  ONE  and  elements  of  the  2nd 
Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division,  The  Army  element  is  composed  of 
Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Company,  2nd  Brigade,  two  infantry 
maneuver  battalions,  and  a  direct  sup  ort  artillery  battalion.  The 
Brigade's  third  maneuver  battalion  is  used  to  provide  a  security 
force  at  DONG  T.di  Base  Camp,  Each  maneuver  battalion  spends  approx¬ 
imately  two  months  with  the  MRF  and  then  approximately  one  month 
under  the  operational  control  of  Tesk  Force  Funston  at  DONG  TaM. 

The  MRF  normally  engages  .  in  strike  operations  lasting  normally 
from  one  to  three  days.  During  the  period  covered  by  this  report, 
the  MRF  has  operated  in  six  provinces  of  the  MEKONG  DmLT**i  LONG 
*>N,  GO  CONG,  DINE  TU02.G,  KIEA  HO**,  VINE  LONG,  and  PEOwG  DINE.  The 
2nd  Brigade  was  Involved  in  combat  operations  during  the  entire 
period  with  the  exception  of  13  to  14  February  1968,  when  the  MRF 
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moved  from  DONG  T^-u'i  to  CaN  TKO  and  4  to  6  March  1968,  when  the  MRF 
returned  to  DONG  T.ili  from  C«N  TEG,  Training  was  conducted  concur¬ 
rently  with  comb?t  operations  and.  during  periods  when  the  battalions 
were  rotated  on  base  defense  at  Dong  Tam  or  preparing  for  future 
operations, 

2,  (C)  Orgnnl  zatlom 

a.  As  previously  stated  In  paragraph  1  of  this  report,  the 
Army  component  of  the  Mobile  Riverine  Force  consists  of  the  Brigade 
Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Company,  two  of  Its  three  maneuver 
battalions  and  a  direct  support  artillery  battalion  minus  one  firing 
battery.  The  Brigade’s  third  maneuver  battalion  is  employed  as  a 
security  force  at  DONG  T^M  Base  -  the  9th  Infantry  Division  Forward 
Command  Post.  The  third  artillery  battery  Is  direct  support  to 
this  battalion 

b.  Presently,  the  Brigade’s  organization  for  combat  Is  the 
resultant  of  two  significant  factors?  the  first  being  Insufficient 
quantity  of  berthing  spaces  on  the  NRF’s  barracks  ships  to  accomodate 
a  third  maneuver  battalion,  and  secondly,  the  Brigade’s  mission  of 
providing  DONG  Base  with  a  battalion-size  security  element. 

Future  (short-range)  plans  for  the  MRF  provide  for  the  addition  of 
two  Auxiliary  Personnel  Barracks,  Ships  (APB)  and  one  Auxiliary 
Personnel  Lighter  (aPL)  to  house  and  transport  the  Brigade’s  third 
maneuver  battalion,  along  with  additional  berthing  for  two  more 
River  Assault  Squadrons , 

c.  The  characteristics  and  nature  of  the  MRF,  as  a  "Mobile 
Striking  Force",  art  such  that  both  of  the  Brigade’s  maneuver  bat¬ 
talions  are  fully  committed  in  offensive  initiatives  against  con¬ 
centrations  of  sizeable  enemy  units.  In  addition,  one  maneuver 
battalion  Is  always  tasked  to  provide  one  Infantry  company  to  secure 
the  MOBILE  RIVERiNiS  B.AJE  while  the  second  maneuver  battalion  is 
tasked  to  provide  up  to  one  company  to  secure  the  fire  support  beso 
(FSB).  ‘Jlth  the  active  participation  of  a  third  maneuver  battalion 
in  MRF  operations,  the  MRF  would  be  capable  of  Intensifying  its 
strikes,  with  maximum  trctlccl  flexibility  to  sever  enemy  routes  of 
withdrawal,  fix  and  destroy  him, 

3.  ’  (C)  Personnel  and  administration! 


a.  Personnel, 

(1)  Unit  Strcngthi  The  average  assigned  strength  of 
major  subordinate  units  of  the  Brigade  during  the  period  1  February 
thru  15  April  1968  was? 
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UNIT 

OFF 

EM 

TOT^L 

HHC,  2nd  Brigade 

27 

115 

142 

3rd  Bn,  47th  Infantry 

37 

697 

734 

4th  Bn,  47th  Infantry 

40 

704 

744 

3rd  Bn,  60th  Infantry 

36 

670 

706 

3rd  Bn,  34th  Artillery 

41 

463 

504 

(2)  The  field  maneuver  strength  of  each  Infantry  bat¬ 
talion  was  approximately  threo-flfths  (3/5)  of  Its  assigned  strcngftn 
The  remaining  personnel  were  Involved  in  administrative  and  other 
matters  such  ns  hospitalization,  details,  R&R,  leave,  In  transit, 
slok  oall,  profiles  and  light  duties  as  a  result  of  wounds.  To  im¬ 
prove  and  increase  the  field  maneuver  strength,  commanders  and  thoir 
staffs  wore  dlreoted  to  initiate  aggressive  administrative  measures 
to  imorove  their  personnel  management  programs, 

(3)  Casualties  as  a  result  of  hostile  action  for  the 
period  (1  February  thru  15  April  1968)  were  as  follows i 


UNIT 

PERIOD 

WHj, 

K£U 

MHu 

3rd 

Bn, 

47th  Inf 

1 

thru 

29 

Feb 

128 

18 

0 

1 

thru 

31 

Mar 

71 

8 

1 

1 

thru 

15 

Apr 

68 

16 

0 

4th 

Bn, 

47th  Inf 

1 

thrp 

29 

Feb 

75 

9 

0 

X 

thru 

31 

Mar 

108 

10 

0 

1 

thru 

15 

Apr 

91 

15 

0 

3rd 

Bn, 

60th  Inf 

1 

thru 

29 

Feb 

197 

22 

0 

1 

thru 

31 

Mar 

70 

12 

0 

1 

thru 

15 

,ipr 

44 

7 

0 

3 
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(4)  Total  casualties  as  a  result  of  hostile  action  for 
the  period  werci 


WEU 

MRU 

11? 

832 

1 

• 

Administration. 

(1)  Awards  and 

Decorations . 

Number  of  Awards  and  Decorations  recommended. 


(pending  approval) 

CMH  1 

DFC 

2 

wCM  (V) 

84 

DSC 

_ 2— 

SM 

..CM 

. .2  IQ 

S3 

97 

BS  (V) 

212 

OTHERS 

81 

LM 

_ C _ 

BS 

..  ,■59.  - 

(2)  To  minimize  requirements  for  troop9  to  return  to 
the  division hcadqbaifcors  to  solve  personal  and  administrative  problems, 
representatives  of  the  division  special  staffs  were  attached  to  the 
Brigade  to  augment  its  administrative  capabilities.  The  staff  repre¬ 
sentation  consists  of  a  p  stnl  section,  finance  team,  public  inform¬ 
ation  detachment  and  a  re-enlistment  NCO .  Periodically,  other  teams 
such  as  AG,  J..G  and  IG  are  dispatched  from  division  to  serve  the 
troops  as  required, 

(3)  Insufficient  administrative  transportation 
lmparod  the  attainment  of  timely  responses  and  services  concerning 
postal  activities,  administrative  personnel  movement,  and  other  ad¬ 
ministrative  requirements,  Indlvldu  Is  participating  in  a  five  day 
out  of  country  R&R  could  be  expoctfld  to  be  absent  from  their  unit 

for  a  period  of  ten  to  thirteen  days  due  to  inadequate  transportation 
assets  and/or  arrangements.  Close  and  extensive  coordination  is 
presently  being  undertaken  to  reduce  and  subsequently  elimina.te 
the  noted  problem  areas, 

(4)  Health  remained  "excellent"  throughout  the  period. 
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The  Brigade's  nrlario.  rote  was  extremely  low  and  most  of  the  man- 
days  lost  were  due  to  foot  problems.  A  surgical  facility  with  a 
30  bed  capacity  was  instated  on  one  of  the  barrack  ships  (USS 
Colleton).  This  froility  is  use  primarily  as  a  medical  clearing 
station  for  the  MBF. 

(5'  Morale  remained  ''excellent"  throughout  the  period. 
Excellent  living  conditions  ccuolcd  with  outstanding,  leadership, 
and  continuous  success  during  combat  operations  contributed  toward 
maintaining  an  extremely  high  state  of  morale  throughout  the  commands 

(6)  Since  the  conception  of  the  MOBILc.  RIV)ihIi\E  FORCE, 
numerous  vieitio'rs  (both  military  and  oivllian),  have  visited  the 
MRF  to  view  its  features  and  facilities.  To  date,  the  majority  of 
these  visits  have  been  beneficial  to  the  MRF,  in  that  recognition 
is  given  to  its  past  accomplishments  and  oresent  requirements.  Per¬ 
sonnel  resources  were  occasionally  diverted  from  other  missions  in 
preparation  for  visitors)  however,  the  diversion  did  not. severely 
affect  the  accomplishment  o"  their  missions. 

4.  (C)  Intel  11  Re  nee  1 

a.  The  enemy  forces,  order  of  battle  and  dispositions, 
prior  to  each  combat  operation  of  the  Brigade  are  presented  In 
paragraph  eight  of  the  Comb-t  After  ..ction  Reoort  attached  as  in- 
closures  to  this  Operational  Report. 

b.  During  the  reported  period,  the  enemy  continued  to 
select  the  time,  loctlon  and  conditions  for  decisive  combat  engage¬ 
ments  with  friendly  forces.  He  further  demonstrated  his  will  to 
accept  combat  only  when  he  occupied  well  oreparod  defensive  positions 
and/or  during  late  ocrlods  in  the  afternoon.  This  reporting  period 
was  characterized  by  a  significant  increase  in  his  employment  of 
automatic  wedrons  and  in  the  calibers  of  diroct  and  indirect  flro 
weapons.  Enemy  raid  type  operations  incro'nsed  against  isol¬ 
ated  fire  bases  and  district  towns. 

c.  The-  Viet  Cong's  psychological  warfare-  effort,  that  of 
reorultlng  and  proselyting  activities  dlrcoted  against  the  rural 
population,  Increased  significantly,  concurrently  with  his  threats 
against  major  urb  n  areas.  Indications  arc  that  the  enemy  is  con¬ 
centrating  on  controlling  the  rural  population. 
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d.  Complete  reorganization  of  enemy  forces  has  also  occur¬ 
red  during  the  period  of  this  report,  Intelligence  Indicates  that 
all  Main  Force  and  Provincial  Mobile  Battalions  have  split  into  at 
least  two  elements.  Tills,  coupled  with  the  increased  recruiting 
efforts  has'  allowed  him  to  increase. his  effective  combat  strength 
by  approximately  one-third,  recovering  the  losses  of.  the  TET 
period.  These  troops,  however,  are  not  the  equivalent  oellber  of 
those  lost.  It  is  Interesting  to  note  that  District  Corapahles  arc 
recently  referred  to  as  Battalions  with  the  probable  intention  of 
oreating  an  atmosphere  of  additional  strength.  In  almost  all  cases, 
the  strongth  of  the  oonpany  has  not  significantly  increased.  There 
have  been  numerous  reports  of  NVA  units  operating  or  passing  through 
KIEN  TUONG  Province  and  massing  along  the  LONG  ,»N,  KIEN  TUONG  and 
DINB  TUONG  border  area.  The  enemy  is  attempting  an  economic  stran¬ 
gulation  of  provincial  towns  and  to  disrupt  the  economic  stability 
of  the  present  GVN,  There  are  increasing  reports  of  underground 
political  organizational  meetings  in  order  to  prepare  for  the  even¬ 
tual  take  over  of  the  government.  More  recently  the  enemy  has  beon 
concentrating  his  efforts  in  training  troops  and  resupply  activities 
with  less  emphasis  on  stand-off  rocket  and  mortar  attacks,  „lso 
there  has  been  an  increase  in  swlnmer/sappor  and  sapper  activity, 

e.  Information  and  Intelligence  is  exchanged  liberally 
between  all  agencies  and  the  Brigade  by  means  of  liaison  officers, 
message  traffic,  and  personal  (staff)  coordination  and  liaison. 
Significant  intelligence  Information/material  was  obtained  from 

the  following  sources!  the  9th  Military.  Intelligence  (MI)  Detachment 
located  at  DONG  T„*M,  Prisoners  of  wa,r  (POW's)  and  sympathizers,  7th 
ARVN  Division  agent  net,  525th  MI  Detachment,  Field  Information  re¬ 
ports  from  Naval  Intelligence  Liaison  Office,  spot  reports,  intell¬ 
igence  summaries,'  and  electronic  means.  In  most  .cases,  Information 
and  intelligence  were  not  particularly  effective  because  they  wore 
hot  timely, 

f.  Enemy  capabilities  and  limitations  exhibited  during 
the  reporting  period  romaln  the  sane.  The  enemy  retains  the 
capability  of  conducting  platoon  and  company  size  attacks  on  out¬ 
posts  and  villages  as  well  as  battalion  size  attacks  on  District 
and  Provincial  Towns  and  military  Installations.  He  can  also  con¬ 
duct  stand-off  mortcr  end  rocket  harassing  attacks, Indications  are 
infiltration,  proselyting  and  resupply  aotivlty  will  also  continue 
on  a  largo  scale,  in  addition  to  the  interdiction  of  major  lines 
of  communications,  Rls  desire  to  gain  control  of  rural  population 
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will  continue  to  be  a  priority  mission,  even  though  he  is  not  cap¬ 
able  of  maintaining  the  desired  degree  of  political  and  military 
control,  Desclte  his  military  c.nd  political  objectives,  the  enemy 
remains  vulnerable  to  massed  artillery  fire,  aerial  observation  and 
electronic  surveillance.  Considering  the  enemy's  capabilities  it 
is  thought  that  his  possible  courses  of  action  will  Include  contin¬ 
ued  recruitment,  training  rnd  rcsuoply  activities,  In  addition  to 
the  initiation  of  attacks  against  minor  targets  in  strength,  inten¬ 
sifying  harassment  of  major  lines  of  communications  and  military 
installations.  If  at  all  feasible,  the  enemy  vrill  initiate  an 
offensive  on  the  some  scale  as  his  TET  offensive, 

5,  (C)  Combat  Operations!  A  summation  of  the  concept  and  execution 

of  each  of  the  Brigade  operations  is  presented  as  follows! 

a.  Operation  CORONADO  X* 

(1)  Dates i  18  January  thru  12  February  1968, 

(2)  Mission!  To  conduct  riverine,  starch  and  clear, 
patrolling  and  interdictory  operations  before,  during  and  after 
tho  TET  Truce,  in  Gino  Due  Dlstriot,  DINE  TUONG  Province,  and  My  An 
District,  East  KIBN  PHONG  Province >  to  locate,  fix  and  destroy  enemy 
forces  before  and  after  the  Truce  period  and  to  deny  or  disrupt 
enemy  lines  of  communications  during  the  Truce, 

(3)  Loc"tioni  DliiH  TUONG  Province,  and  KIEN  PHONG 
Province,  Republic  of  Vietnam, 

(4)  Commandori  Colonel  Bert  A„  David, 

( 5)  Forces  involved* 

(a)  US i 

1  2nd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division. 

2  Task  Foroe  117  -  U,S.  Navy  element, 

( b)  Others!  7th  ,iRVN  Division 
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(6)  Concept  and  executloni 

(a)  See  Inclosure  #  2  (Combat  Operations  After 
Action  Heport  C0R0Ni»D0  X) , 

(b)  The  latter  period  for  vmioh  this  Combat 
After  action  Report  Is  prepared  coincides-  with  the  beginning  of  the 
TET  offensive.  The  Brigade  operated  durins  the  offensive  In  three 
general  areas i  MX  THO  and  Its  environs?  the  area  around  CA1  L**X, 
and  in  VINH  LONG  and  the  opens  south  and  west  of  the  city.  From 

29  January  thru  6  Fcbruaryi  the  Brigade  accounted  for  252  VC  killed 
(by  body  count)  at  n  loss  of  11  USA  killed.  On  31  January  the 
Brigade,  minus  one  company  (which  deoloyed  to  VINE  LONG  airfield) 
moved  from  the  R—CH  HUONG  to  MX  THO  city.  Following  beach 
assaults  on  1  February,  the  Brigade  undertook  to  clear  the  western 
portion  of  the  city  of  all  cncjny  elements,  and  within  thirty-six 
hours  It  ho.d  completed  its  mission.  On  the  2nd  of  February  the 
the  Brigade  moved  into  the  CAI  I*iX  area  to  cut  off  enemy  escape 
routes  and  engage  enemy  elements  moving  into  the  4?0  Base  area.  On 
5  February  it  relocated  to  VINH  LONG,  whore  for  the  next  three  days, 
before  returning  to  another  search  and  clear  mission  north  of  MX 
tHO,  it  engaged  and  destroyed  major  elements  of  the  VC  306th  MF 
Battalion,  relieved  enemy  pressure  on  the  city  from  the  south,  and 
reopened  major  waterways  oxtending  south  from  the  TIEN  GXuNG  Elver, 

b.  Operation  C0R0N.J30  XI, 

(1)  Dates i  13  February  thru  4  March  1968. 

(2)  Mission?  Conduct  riverine,  airmobile,  starch  and 
sweep  operations  in  CA.I  R.JIG  District,  PHONG  DINH  FroVlnco  to  locate 
fix  and  dostroy  dements  of  VC  303,  306  and  309  MF-  Battalion  and 
TaX  DO-  Battalion  I  and  II  in  zone, 

(3)  Location!  PHONG  DINH  Province,  Republic  of 

Vietnam, 

(4)  Commander!  Colonel  Bert  A,  David, 

(5)  Forets  Involved! 

(a)  US  1 
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_1  2nd  Brigade,  9th  Inf. "’.ntry  Division. 

2  Tdak  Force  117  -  U.S,  Navy  element. 

(b)  Othersi  21st  ..RVN  Division, 

(6)  Concept  and  execution! 

(a)  See  Inclosure  jf  3  .  Combat  Oper' tlons  i*.ftcr 

action  Report  COROIwDO  XI)  . 

(b)  Operation  C0R0N..D0  XI,  as  originally  conceiv¬ 
ed,  would  be  conducted  in  three  phases  Involving  deployment,  employ-, 
ment  and  redeployment  of  the  Mobile  Riverine  Force,  The  first 
phase  consisted  of  deployment  of  the  MRF  from  DONG  T.^M  to  C.,N  TKO, 
after  which  both  .army  and  Navy  elements  were  employed  in  tactical 
operations.  The  employment  chase  terminated  with  the  redeployment 
phases  wherefore  the  MRF  returned  to  the  DONG  T,.M  area, 

( c)  During  tht  period  13  February  thru  3  March, 
the  MRF  anchored  off  CaN  THO  and  the  Brigade  oper  ted  continuously 
In  Gal  R.JsG  District,  PHONG  DINH  Province,,  Qperation  CORQNivDO  XI 
began  with  the  Implementation  of  OPORD  15-68' and  employment  of 
waterborne  (Riverine)  insertions  of  Inf-ntry  units  along  the  BA.CH 
CaN  THO.  During  subsequent  operations,  the  MRF  engaged  Viet  Cong 
Main  Force  Battalions  which  h"d  massed  on  the  western  periphery  of 
C..N  THO  city.  These  oper  tlons  accounted  for  297  VC  Rilled  (by 
body  count)  resultlna  from  a  series  of  riverine  1  and  airmobile  in¬ 
sertions  and  sweeps  throughout  difficult  terrain  west  and  south¬ 
west  of  the  city.  On  22  February  the  MRF  made  its  deepest  southern 
penetration  into  PRCHG  HIEP  District  where  it  engaged  headquarters 
and  support  elements  of  the  VC  MR  III  Headquarters  along  the  KINH 
SAINTENOX.  In  six  hours  of  fighting  the  MRF  accounted  for  66  enemy 
killed  at  a  loss  of  three  wounded.  Complete  tactical  surprise  was 
achieved  when  elements  of  the  VC  company  securing  the  MR  III  Head¬ 
quarters  were  caught  unaware  bjf  the  MRF  deployment  some  20  miles 
inland  from  the  BuSSi.C  River, 

(d)  On  24  February,  the  MRF  employed  the  cordon- 

and-search  technique  to  seal  off  the  island  of  CU  L^O  MYf  close  to 
the  eastern  shore  of  the  River,  ten  kilometers  south  of  C*iN 

THO.  Large-scale  Naval  participation  established  the  cordon  by 
deploying  River  assault  Cr-ft  (IL’.C)  around  the  island  before  dawn. 
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The  Brigade's  maneuver  battalions  (3-47th  and  3-60th  Infantry-/  were 
introduced  into  the  northern  and  southern-  ends  of  the  island,  res¬ 
pectively »  a  complete  searoh  of  island  followed.  The  inhabitants 
wero  dlreoted  to  go  tc  one  of  two  collection  points  established  on 
the  island.  Before  the  operation  was  completed  435  detainees  were 
proccsscdi  two  were  classified  as  POW’s'and  23  we're  classified  as 
civil  defondents.  In  addition  49  bunkers  were  destroyed.  The  Joint 
cordon  and  se-.rch  operation  represented  a  significant  innovation  in 
MHF  operations. 

(c)  Combat  operations  in  Operation  COROI'UDO  XI 
terminated  on  3  M'rch  1968,  at  which  time  the  MRP  redeployed  from 
CiJJ  THO  to  the  vicinity  of  DONG  T^M.  The  operation  terminated  on 
4  March  1968  with  the  MRP.  assuming  a  Rapid  Reaction  Force  (RRF) 
mission  while  rotating  two  of  the  Brigade’s  maneuver  battalions.  The 
3-4'?th  Infantry  debarked  fror.  the  US  Ship  Colleton  and  the  4—47th 
Infantry  started  embarkation  aboard  the  same 

c.  Operation  TRUONG  CONG  DINH, 

(1;  Datesi  7  March  1968  thru  Present. 

(2)  Mlsslom  In  coordination  and  cooperation  with 
elements  of  the  9th  Infantry  Division  (U.S.)  and  7th  ARVN  Division, 
conduct 'tactical  operations  in  cast,  south  central  and  central 
riNH  TUONG  Province  to  locate,  f'X  and  destroy  enemy  elements  In 
fconc. 

(3)  Location.  Dll  a  TUONG  Province,  Republic  of 

Vietnam. 

(4)  Commander  1  Colonel  Bert  A.  David. 

(5)  Forces  lr.volvcdi 
(a)  US. 


(6) 


1  2nd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division. 

2  Taek  Poreo  117  -  U.S.  Navy  element. 

2  Element  of  1st  Brigade,. 9th  Infantry  Divls 
(b)  Other.  ?th  .J1VN  Division 
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(a)  Set  Inclusurc  ,f  4  (Combat  Operations  After 
action  Report  T.iuONu  CCnG  DINR)  (Phase  1^ 

(b)  Operation  Tub'Ci.G  COi'.G  DINh,  a  combined  *.RVN/ 

US  operation,  comprised  several  tnctic~l  operations  In  blwh  TRUONG 
Province,  IV  Corps  Tactic  .1  Zone,  The  7th  .J1VN  Division  participated 
In  offensive  operations  with  elements  of  the  9th  Infantry  Division 
and  the  MRF  to  locate  and  destroy  enemy  elements  within  the  Province. 
One  of  the  9th  Infantry  Division’s  missions  was  to  protect  the 
engineer  effort  and  improve  security  along  route  4  which  is  the 
economic  life-line  of  the  Delta's  Inhabitants  and  a  prime  Interdic¬ 
tion  t ' rg< t  of  the  enemy, 

(c)  The  (IRF's  participation  In  operation  TRUONG 
CGfcG  DINn.  commenced  on  7  March  1968,  with  the  Implementation  of 
MRF  OPORb  20-68,  The  maneuver  battalions  were  deployed  by  riverine 
movement  into  CUO  G..C  District,  e  .st  DINR  TUONG  Province  to  conduct 
reconnaissance-in-force  ooer^tlons  'and  destroy  enemy  elements  In 
zone.  The  Brigade’s  initial  operation  was  amended  when  intelligence 
reports  of  concentrated  enemy  activity  In  an  adjacent  area  caused 
redenloyment/emaloyaf. nt  of  the  maneuver  battalions.  Subsequent  oper¬ 
ations  weri  Initiated  as  the  Brigade's  area  of  operation  (-.0)  was 
extended  Vest  ^nd  into  centr"!  DINH  TUCftG  Province, 


(d)  During  the  first  week  of  operation  TitUOtfiG 
CONG  DIJM,  the  Brlg'de  established  contact  with  elements  of  the 
26lst  and  263rd  VC  Battalions,  and  possibly  the  514th  VC  Battalion 
as  vrcll.  These  "contacts"  were  never  exploited  to  a  prefound  result, 
due  to  the  nonavailability  of  sufficient  troop  resources  required 
to  provide  the  connendcr  vrith  tactical  flexabillty.  The  enemy 
wouid  frequently  remain  concealed  until  late  In  the  afternoon,  and 
then  he  would  eng'ge  friendly  forces  with  he~vy  volumes  of  fire. 

The  enemy  knows  th't  he  can  establish  contact  quickly  and  then 
withdraw  at  his  will  under  tin  cover  of  darkness. 


(e)  The  remainder  of  the  month  of  March  saw 
little  signiflc  nt  enemy  cont' ct.  Engagements  were  frequent,  but 
Insubstantial.  Intelligence  reports  continued  to  confirm  the  enemy’s 
presence  In  'areas  accessible  to  the  Mobile  Riverine  Force,  but  the 
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enemy  was  never  entrapped  In  large  units.  j 

d.  General,  During  the  period  1  February  1968  to  31 
March  1968,  the  3rd  Battalion,  34th  Artillery,  utilizing  A  Battery 
In  an  airmobile  and  land-mobile  configuration  and.  B  and  C  Bntterlcs 
In  a  waterborne  configuration,  participated  in  17  different  oper¬ 
ations,  responded  to  2567  fire  missions  and  fired  95»5l4  rounds, 

(1)  Viet  Corig  ambushi  On  the  night  of  31  January  1968 
and  early  morning  of  1  February  1968,  B  and  C  Batteries  and  Ba.'Cta** 
lion  Headquarters  were  ambushed  on  the  RaCH  RUOAG  GaiAX  after  ex¬ 
tracting  from  Fire  Support  Bases  Florida  (XS990551)1  and  Alabama 
(XS944503) .  Friendly  casualties  were  1  WIA  from  the  1097th  boat 
company,  1  ’.VIA  artillery,  and  1  XIA  from  naval  escort. 

(2)  Sustained  operational  movement!  On  12  February 
1968  the  Mobile. Riverine  Force  was  engaged  In  operations  In  the  Ap 
Bac  area  of  DINH  TUONG  Province-,  The  barge  artillery,  consisting 
of  Battalion  Headquarters  and  3  and  C  Batteries,  had  established  a 
fire  support  base  at  the  LONG  DINK  Bridge  vicinity  (XS381495) 0  The 
order  for  extraction  was  issued  and  at  approximately  1300  hours  the 
battalion  was  ordered  back  to  Its  b^se  in  DONG  TaM,  The  extraction 
was  initiated,  however  prior  to  closing  Into  DONG  TaH  the  unit  was 
diverted  and  given  the  mission  to  deploy  Immediately  to-  CaN  THO 
vicinity  (WR859135) •  Resupply  boats  were  dispatched  from  the 
column  into  DONG  TaM  while  the  main  body  proceeded  Nest  on  the 
MEKONG  RIVER  towards  C^T  THO.  A  5000  gallon  diesel  refueler  tanker 
was  procured  and  loaded  on  a  LCM-8  boat  for  boat  refueling  while  in 
route.  The  naval  escort  Joined  the  r-rtillery  convoy  a  short  time 
after  refueling  in  DONG  TaM,  The  entire  movement  took  approximately 
30  hours  and  the  LCM-8  boats  did  not  experience  any  major  mainten¬ 
ance'  problems.  Water  navigation  especially  during  the  night  hours 
was  no  hi nde ranee  and  all  elements  of  the  column  remained  in  commun¬ 
ications  and  arrived  at  their  destination.  The  accomplishment  of 
this  long  sustained  movement  without  prior  notice  opens  the  possib¬ 
ility  of  supporting  operations  in  the  extreme  southern  areas  of  the 
MEKONG  DEL'Ta  where  it  would  be-  difficult  to  emplace  regular  land 

1  based  artillery, 

(3)  Airmobillty  of  the  barge  artillery.  On  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  20  February  1968,  C  Battery  was  informed  to  prepare  for  an 
airmobile  operation  from  the  fire  support  base  near  the  CaN  THO 
Airfield  (WRfl^31l4)  to  PIIONG  DINH  Province  (WR947726) .  Airmobile 
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equipment  to  Include  a  1/4  ton  truck  and  3/4  ton  trailer  were  flown 
In  from  DONG  TAM  on  the  evening  of  20  February  1968,  The  battery 
prepared  .for  the  operation  on  21  February  1968  and  It  was  deolded  to 
lift  all  equipment,  with  the  exception  of  the  fire  direction  center 
vehicle,  from  the  barges  themselves.  At  0100  hours  22  February  1968 
the;  battalion  along  with  both  batteries  (B  &  C)  displaced  from  tho 
CAN  THO  Airfield  site  and  proceeded  to  a  beaching  slto  vicinity 
WR961997*  This  move  was  made  for  tactical  reasons  and  to  expedite 
the  airlift  by  providing  a  shorter  turn  around  time  for  the  CH-47 
helicopters.  The  battery  beached  In  position  at  0645  and  was  anchor¬ 
ed  by  0700,  The  first  aircraft  sortie  arrived  at  0710  for  the 
battery  commander  and  his  party  of  33  men.  The  remaining  sorties 
arrived  at  0800  hours.  The  battery  closed  into  its  airmobile .site 
at  0930  hours  ana  was  completely  laid  and  ready  to  fire  at  1030 
hours.  Many  problems  were  encountered  on  this  first  airlift  such 
as  early  arrival  of  sorties  and  an  occupation  site  which  would  not 
support  the  howitzer  bases  (a  new  one  was  selected  upon  arrival). 

The  operation  illustrated  the  versatility  of  barge  artillery.  The 
actual  pickup  of  the  guns  and  equipment  was  made  directly  from  tho 
barge  decks.  Initial  Class  v  and  resupply  sorties  were  lifted  off 
the  decks  of  the  MRB  LST,  The  accomplishment  of  this  airmobile 
mission  demonstrated  that  deep  penetrations  into  the  MEKONG  DELTA 
can  be'  accomplished  by  airlifting  artillery  in  the  above  manner, 

(4)  Land  deployment  of  battalion  operations  centeri 
During  the  later  part  of  March  the  2nd  Brigade  conducted  operations 
in  DINE  TU0NG  Province  north  of  Ml  THO,  Since  the  maneuvering  elem¬ 
ents  deployed  a  considerable  distance  inland,  It  was  not  feasible 
to  employ  the  barge  artillery  batteries  (B  &  C) ,  As  a  result' A 
Battery  and  the  Battalion  Headquarters  and  Operations  Center  deploy¬ 
ed  by  road  at  dawn  to  the  soccer  field  south  of  Tan  Klep  on  Route 
4  (XS474551) .  The  road  march  took  approximately  1  1/2  hours  and 
proceeded  without iftcideint.  Duster  elements  (twin  40mm  cannons  on 
tracks)  and  quad  50  caliber  machine  gun  vehicles  were  employed  as 
FSB  security  alon<r  with  two  platoons  of  Infantry,  Command  burtkors 
were  built.  During  their. construction  tho' fires  of  artillery.  fUarn- - 
■fire  support  bases  at  T.i*M  HIEF,  T--N  and  BIEN  PHUOC  wore  controlled 
•by  the  use  of  radios  mounted  In  three  £  ton  trucks s  Headquarters 
2nd  Brigade  was  co-located  with  the  artillery  battalion  headquarters. 


(5)  Enemy  mortar  attack  on  Brigade  FSBi  In  the  early 
morning  hours  of  9  March  1968  the  Brigade  and  Artillery  Battaltolv 
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and  B  Battery  were  mortared  at  Fire  Support  Base  Halloran  (XS576408) , 
Two  artillery  b~rges  were  destroyed  along  with  four  M102  howitzers, 
Bravo  Battery  had  1  KIA  and  6  WIA. 

o.  Tactics  and  Techniques,  The  missions  assigned  the 
Brigade  during  the  reporting  period  were  search  and  clear,  search 
and  destroy,  and  cordon  and  search  missions  against  VC  guerrilla 
and  Main  Force  units  within  the  Delta,  The  Mobile  Riverine  Force, 
of  which  the  Brigade  represents  the  Army  complement,  is  ideally 
suited  for  Its  role  In  eliminating  the  enemy  in  the  MEKONG  DELTa. 

To  accomplish  the  Brigade's  assigned  missions  and  defeat  the  enemy 
In  his  environment,  the  Brigade  made  maximum  use  of  the  mobility 
provided  by  the  ships  and  boats  of  Task  Force  11?  to  insure  that 
full. support  for  Infantry  Battalions  was  provided  during  operations. 
Within  hours  of  receipt  of  movement  orders,  the  ships  and  boats  of 
TF  117  carried  the  Brigade's  combat  and  combat  support  elements  In¬ 
to  AO's  located  virtually  throughout  the  oentral  Delta  area.  Upon 
employment  of  the  Infantry  elements  within  the  AO,  Naval  boats  of 
the  task  force  provided  direct  and  Indirect  fires  to  the  maneuver¬ 
ing  elements,  in  addition  to  establishing  blocking  positions  on 
waterways  od.1r.ocnt  to  the  AO. 

(1)  Tactics,  The  tactics  employed  Included,  roconnais- 
sance-in-forcc  operations  (formerly  titlod,  search  and  destroy), 
cordon  and  search  and  combat  air  assaults, 

(a)  Rcconnnissance-ln-forcoi  Both  battalions  of 
the  Brigade  conducted  extensive  rcconnaissancc-ln-forcc  operations. 
When  airmobile  assets  were  available,  the  battalions  air  as¬ 
saulted  into  multiple  landing  zones,  and  once  on  the  ground,  they 
began  sweeping  on  two  or  more  axes  with  a  company  size  force  on 
each  axle  All  companies  were  normally  kept  within  supporting  or 
reinforcing  distance  of  e^ch  other.  This  technique'  of  sweeping  an 
area,  provided  the  Battalion  Commander  the  flexibility  to  reinforce, 
attack  or  enclrclo  an  enemy  force  once  a  company  made  contact, 

(b)  Cordon  and  search.  The  conduct  of  a  Joint 
Army  and  Navy  cordon  and  search  operation  was  one  of  the  highlight¬ 
ing  features  of  combat  operations  conducted  during  this  reporting 
period.  The  characteristics  of  this  typo  of  operation  have  demon¬ 
strated  a  unique  technique  of  the  MRF,  In  addition  to  "scaling  off" 
arr  area,  the  assault  support  patrol  boats  of  the  MRF  arc  positioned 
to  relnforco/support  infantry  elements  during  their  search,  witto 
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both  indirect  and  direct  fires, 

(c)  Combat  air  assaults.  Operations  during  this 
period  continued  to  illustrate  that  airmobile  assets,  when  readily 
available,  may  influence  the  course  of  n  tactical  situation.  Combat 
air  assaults  complemented  riverine  operations  and  made  more  effec¬ 
tive  the  introduction  of  Rapid  Re"ctlon  Forces  into  AO's  to  roln- 
force  n  unit  in  contact,  exploit  the  enemy  situation*  and  establish¬ 
ed  blocking  positions.  The  Brlga.de  also  expanded  its  employment 
range  within  AO's  by  employing  its  elements  In  combat  air  assaults. 
During  several  operations,  battalions  and  companies  conducted  river¬ 
ine  movement  to  pick-up  zones  (PZ's)  located  nevr  accessible  water¬ 
ways  whence  they  prepared  for  and  executed  airmobile  assaults  into 
the  AO,  The  combination  of  riverine  and  airmobile  deployment  per¬ 
mitted  the  Brigade  to  introduce  its  fighting  elements  into  areas 
where  existing  waterways  were  not  navigable.  Frequently,  PZ's  were 
co-located  with  fire  support  bases j  from  these  PZ's  one  battalion 
conducted  a  rapid  airlift  into  landing  zones  which  tactically  com¬ 
plemented  beach  locations  for  the  other  battalion, 

(2)  Techniques, 

(a)  "Eagle  Float"  -  This  technique  involves  em¬ 
ploying  Infantry  elements  on  Armored  Troop  Carriers  (ATC’s)  In 
waterways  adjacent  to  and  within  the  AO,  A  series  of  multiple  In¬ 
sertions  are  made  at  random,  and.  not  at  preselected  locations,  to 
deceive  the  enemy  as  to  the  true  area  of  intended  beaching  (assault 
landing) ,  This  technique  also  permits  the  commander  to  exploit 
targets  of  opportunity  which  develop  during  deployment  to  the  objec¬ 
tive  area. 


(b)  Another  new  techniquo  which  enhances  tho 
Brigade's  capabilities  is  one  which  Navy  boats  (monitors  p,nd/or 
ASPB's)  cmnloy  during  movement  of  troops  through  waterways  and 
canals.  This  technique  Is  similar  to  the  role  armored  cavalry  plays 
in  its  aonduct  of  route  reconnaissance  missions.  It  involves  sta¬ 
tioning  a  Riverine  Assault  Reconnaissance  Element  (BARE)  in  the  va;, 
of  convoys  of  troop-laden  ATC's,  The  RARE  direots  reconnaissance 
fires  into  likely  ambush  positions  and  has  frequently  drawn  enemy 
fires  from  the  banks  of  canals  being  transited.  Its  fire  power 
Is  substantial  and  more  than  adequate  to  suppress  fires  from  enemy 
positions  when  and  if  they  are  detcotcd. 
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(o)  Employment  of  Fire  Support  Bases  (FSB),  The 
artillery  FSB  (floating  bargo-mounted  artillery  and  Forward  Brigade 
Command  Post)  Is  always  moved  Into  Its  support  position  at  the 
latest  possible  time,  and  Its  movement  is  planned  as  much  as  possible 
along  routes  whloh  lead  Into  more  then  one  possible  area  of  opera¬ 
tions,  The  artillery  fire  support,  bases  are  sited  where  their  range 
will  provl4e  coverage  to  more  than  one  area  of  concentration.  It 
Is  not  until  the  actual  entrance  of  the  riverine  ascault  oraft  and 
their  embarked  Infantry  that  the  enemy  oan  be  sure  where  the  force 
Is  going,  Tho  foregoing  Is  a  "technique"  the  refinement  -of  whloh 
has  materially  helped  the  Infantry  to  achieve  surprise  in  an  area  of 
operations.  When  self-propelled  artillery  units  are  employed  In 
support  of  the  Brigade  to  relnformo  Its  fires,  Landing  Craft  Utility 
(LCM)  are  used  to  deploy  the  artillery  units  by  riverine  movement  to 
either  a  E3B  or  to  a  beach  site  from  whence  the  units  conducts  an 
overland  movement  to  preselected  FSB  which  affords  coverage  of  the 
AO. 

6.  (C)  Training! 

a.  During  brief  periods,  wbtn  the  Bilge.de  rotated  Its 
maneuver  battalions  and/or  prepared  for  future  combat  operations, 
training  was  conducted  In  areas  demanding  improvement  noted  during 
previous  operations.  Command  emphasis  was  placed  on  small  unit 
taotics  and  weaponry.  All  elements  of  the  Brigade  held  training  in 
care,  cleaning,  maintenance  and  Inspection  of  the  M16  Rifle.  Weapons 
training  included  zeroing  of  Individual  weapons,  and  zeroing,  bore- 
slghtlng  and  familiarization  firing  of  other  organic  weapons, 

b.  The  Brigade  also  conducted  training  In  "Flame"  and  Riot 
Control  Agent  "CS:1  employment  techniques-,  Flame  training  was  con¬ 
ducted  to  familiarize  personnel  with  the  M7A2  Portable  Flame  Thrower, 
and -methods  of  fixing  and  firing  thickened  fuels.  Training  conducted 
on  Riot  Control  Agent  -  CS  employment,  during  tactical  operations, 
emphasized  techniques  for  employing  tho  S8  (16  tube)  Tactloal  CS 
Launcher  and  the  EI58  Tactical  CS  Cr.nnlster  Cluster. 

(1)  Navy  elements  of  the  KRF  experimented  In  mounting 
E8  Launchers  on  turrets  of  their  assault  boats.  This  technique, 
though  not  yet  employed  In  actual  combat,  would  complement  Naval 
fire  employed  against  likely  ambush  positions  established  on  or  near 
waterways.  This  employment  technique  is  also  capable  of  routing 
enemy  forces  from  fortified  fighting  positions  on  or  in  close  prox¬ 
imity  to  beaching  sites. 
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(2)  Battalion  commanders  and  their  staffs  were  famil¬ 
iarized  with  techniques  of  employing  the  E158  Tactical  CS  Cannister 
Cluster  to  comclomcnt  direct  and  indirect  supporting  fires.  Instruc¬ 
tions  were  also  presented  in  delivery  and  arming  procedures.  As  a 
result  of  the'  commanders*  expressed  interest  in  this  munition, 

E158's  are1  prepositioned  aboard  the  logistical  ship  and  at  the 
Brigade  *-s  FSB  for  immediate  pick-up  and  employment, 

?0  (C)  Logistics » 

6,  General,  Logistics  support  for  the  2nd  Brigade  is 
characteristic  of  the  force  which  it  supports.  Army  logistics  arc 
inseparable  from  Navy  logistics  within  the  Mobile  Riverine  Force, 
Overall  responsibility  (per  Army/Navy  agreement)  for  logistical  sup¬ 
port  of  the  Mobile  Riverine  Force  ■  is  with  the  Navy,  This  concept/ 
thoory  and  practice  have  come  closer  together  through  the  months. 

The  theory  of  naval  logistics  support  was  prompted  by  a  desire  to 
provide  the  composite  (Army/Navy)  strike  force  with  regular  high 
volume  flow  regardless  of  the  location  of  the  operating  base.  This 
thoory  (of  maintaining  a  water  LOC)  has  proved  to  be  both  an  asset 
and  a  liability  to  the  MRF,  The  Navy  is  supported  by  the  Army 
through  the  3^th  Support  Group  and  the  1st  Logistical  Command  at 
VUNG  TAU,  Logistics  support  within  the  2nd  Brigade  is  provided  by 
a  forward  detachment  of  9th  Supply  and  Transportation  Battalion  which 
is  located  aboard  the  support  Landing  Ship,  Tank  (LST)  within  the 
Mobile  Riverine  Base,  and  by  a  detachment  of  the  709th  Maintenance 
Battalion  which  is  located  aboard  the  USB  Askarl.  Supplies  are 
80 nt  by  a  resupply  LST  from  VUNG  TAU  to  the  Mobile  Riverine  Base 
located  at  any  suitable  anchorage  in  the  MEKONG  DELTA j  they  are  then 
off-loaded  onto  the  MRB' s  organic  support  LST  and  placed  under  the 
eontrol  of  9th  S  &  T  Detachment  (Forward).  By  exception,  the  2nd 
Brigade  also  receives  sumiort  from  9th  S  &  T  Battalion  at  CAMP 
MARTIN  COX,  TOE  items  and  critical  shortages  are  obtained  through 
S  AT,  directly  from  CAMF  MARTIN  COX  or  after  subsequent  shipment 
to  DONG  TaM  Base,  During  the  reporting  period,  almost  all  classes 
of  supply  were  delivered  from  VUNG  T*-U  by  resupply  LST,  Several 
exceptions  occurred  whloh  required  assistance  from  higher  headquar* 
terc  to  eliminate  speolfic  crltloal  shortages  in  II  and  IV  items. 
Fatigues  and  jungle  boots  were  delivered  from  CAMP  MaBTIN  COX, 
through  DONG  TAM,  to  the  MRB  to  relieve  crltloal  shortages.  Because 
of  the  tempo  of  operations  during  the  reporting  period,  certain 
temporary  shortages  in  Class  I  and  Class  V  items  occurred}  these 
shortages  were  also  dealt  with  on  an  exception  basis, 
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b.  During  the  reporting  period  tactlcnl  operations  were 
Intensified  duo  to  the  enemy  TET  offensive f  logistical  activities 
increased  concurreritly,  Greater  volumes  of  supplies  and  maintenance 
were  handled  than  In  previous  periods.  Normally,  approximately  ten 
days  of  supplies  are  maintained  aboard  the  support  LST  to  meet  re¬ 
quirements  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  Thcso  includes  a  threc-day  safety 
level  which  allows  fdr  changes  or  delays  in  the  resupply  schedule 
from  VUNG  TAD,  The  stockagc  objective,  for  Class  V  items  maintained 
obcard  the  support  LST  was  increased  by  approximately  25$,  and  3,249 
tons  of  all  classes  of  supply  were  handled  the  S  &  T  detaohraent 
aboard  the'  LST.  Of  the  3,249  tons  of  supplies,  2,778  tons  or  85$ 
were  Class  V  supplies  and  391  tons  or  12$  of  the  tonnage  were  oper¬ 
ational  Class  I  sppplies.  The  massive  volume  of  Class  V  consisted 
of  nearly  63$  105mm  artillery  requirements  for  the  firing  batteries 
of  the  3-34th  Artillery,  The  remaining  small  tonnage  consisted  of 
Class  III,  II  and  IV  items j  Class  III  products  were  handled  directly 
by  the  Navy,  Large  volumes  of  Class  III  (AVGAS  and  MOGAS)  arrive 

at  the  MRB  for  use  by  the  Army  elements,  and  are  issued  directly  to 
using  units  from  floating  refuelers  or  tankers, 

c.  Internal  Supply  and  Rcsupoly, 

(1)  All.  claapes  of  supply  arc  stocked, bn  board  the 
support  LST  from  which  the  two  waterborne  maneuver  battalions  re¬ 
quisition  through  the  9th  S  4T  Detachment,  The  third  maneuver 
battalion  6f  the  Brigade  also  has  begun  to  channel  supplies  through 
the  LST  in  anticipation  of  the  Brigade's  plans  for  employing  all 
three  maneuver  battalions  with  tho  MBF.  Although  supplies  (TOE  ?nd 
individual  replacement  items)  for  this  battalion  havp  already  enter¬ 
ed  into  the  system,  Class  I,  III,  V,  and  expendable  II  and  IV  dally 
operational  items  arc  not  included.  These  supplies  are  obtained 
through  DOKG  TaM, 

(2)  Rcsupoly  within  the  Brigade  varies  according  to 
the  operational  requirements  and  the  transportation  available.  Two 

^  major .means  were  used  with  many  variations.  Basically,  combat  units 
s *ere  cither  resuoollcd  by  boat  ex  by  helicopter.  Depending  on  cir¬ 
cumstances,  units  were  sometimes,  rcsupoiied  directly  from  the  support 
LST  by  helicopter,  or  the  supplies  were  pre-stnged  at  a  designated 
location  (cither  by  boat  or  helicopter)  and  then  flown  to  tho  oombat 
units.  A  combination  of  direct  airlift  from  the  LST  and  staging 
sites  was  used  with  success.  The  staging  site  was  generally  with¬ 
in  tho  area  of  a  secured  Fire  Support  Base  or  at  some  fixed  install- 
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atlon  such  ns  VINH  LONG,  CAN  THO,  or  DONG  TUM,  Resupoly  boat  was 
often  augmented  by  use  of  Boston  Whalers  to  beach  supplies  for  wait¬ 
ing  units.  In  any  event,  resutmly  by  boat  can  bo  effected  only  If 
the  units  are  lc  '.ted  close  to  a  navigable  waterway, 

d.  Material  and  Services, 

(1)  Supply, 

(a)  Class  Ij  A  total  of  346,064  meals  ( combat 
Individual)  were  Issued,  reflecting  a  peak  operational  period  for 
both  Army  and  Navy  elements.  On  two  occasions  Class  I  stocks  of 

"C"  rations  diminished  to  the  ertent  that  It  was  necessary  to  obtain 
a  resupply  from  the  1st  Logistical  Command  at  CAN  THO  and  the  9th 
S  &  T  at  DONG  TaM.  Operational  rations  were  supplemented  by  Issue 
of  46,?42  cans  of  chocolate  milk  and  1?8  •pa”  sunary  packs, 

(b)  Class  II  and  IVi  The  MRF  drew  Items  of  IT 
and  IV  supplies  from  VUNG  TaU,  ChMP  MARTIN  COX  and  DONG  TaM.  The 
bulk  of  these  Items  was  obtained  from  VUNG  TaU.  A  number  of  criti¬ 
cal  shortages  In  Individual  clothing  and  equipment  occurred  during 
the  early  phase  of  the  reported  period.  However,  almost .all  short¬ 
ages  had  been  relieved  by  the  end  of  the  period.  Some  of  the  short¬ 
ages  resulted  from  a  heavy  influx  of  personnel  replacements  in  De¬ 
cember  and  January,  These  shortages  had  no  severe  impact  until 
local  sources  were  depleted.  The  only  shortages  which  were  not 
completely  relieved  were  small  regular  trousers,  and  10R  Jungle 
boots.  It  is  anticipated  that  these  items  will  arrive  near  tho  end 
of  this  reporting  period, 

(c)  Class  III i  No  significant  problems  were  en¬ 
countered,  although  a  Navy  AVGAS  tanker  was  sunk  by  enemy  fire  on 
15  April,  ,  The  AVGAS  tanker  is  used  to  refuel  Army  H-23  helicopters 
in  the  area  of  operations  to  minimize  rtdown-tlmeu  for  refueling, 

(d)  Class  Vi  These  supplies  presented  no 
problems  during  the  reported  period.  From  time  to  time  brief  short¬ 
ages  were  experienced  which  required  assistance  from  1st  Log  Command 
or  9th  Division  Supoort  Command  Forward  at  DONG  TaM,  Shortages 
were  cause'd  by  higher  expenditures  during  the  VC  TET  offensive, 
Required  loads  were  reconstituted  In  all  cases  and  operations  were 
not  adversely  affected* 
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(c)  '.inter i  Fresh  water  is  produced  by 
chlorination  and  distinction  processes  on  board  each  barracks  ship? 
it  is  then  loaded  on  board  each  Armored  Troop  Carrier  (ATC)  as  a 
part  of  the  basic  load,  Collapsible  water  plastic  water  Jugs  }\ave 
proved  useful  to  provide  water  to  the  troops.  Also  supply  of  water 
to  troops  using  the  five  gallon  collapsible  Jugs  permits  maximum 
water  to  be  carried  with  minimum  weight.  Unfortunately,  the  plastic 
Jugs  often  collapse  under  their  own  weight,  k  gallon  collapsible 
Jug  would  be  more  practical  since  the  stress  on  the  plastic  material 
would  be  greatly  reduced.  The  additional  weight  incurred  would  be 
negligible.  Troops  carry  empty  Jugs  which  are  then  refilled. 
Presently,  five  gallon  water  cans  must  be  used  to  effect  resupply, 
duo  to  the  quanlty  of  plastic  Jugs  broken  during  the  past  month. 

If  fewer  Jugs  were  broken,  the  weight  of  essential  water  could  bo 
greatly  reduced, 

(2)  Services. 

(a)  Laundry,  showers,  and  PX  facilities  are 
provided  by  each  ship, 

(b)  Graves  registration  services  were  provided 
from  aboard  the  support  LST  by  Army  personnel  from  the  9th  S  &  T 
Battalion,  During  the  reporting  period,  a  shortage  of  reefer  space 
developed  when  as  many  as  23  bodies  were  handled  simultaneously. 
Experience  indicated  that  two  reefers  were  required,  giving  the  MRF 
a  capacity  of  storing  10  bodies  until  transport* tion  can  be  secured 
(or  20  bodies  if  doubled  up  In  each  reefer  box  for  short  periods). 

In  addition  to  reefer  space,  some  problems  were  apparent  when  the 
MRF  had  no  organic  transportation  to  evacuate  remains  to  the  Saigon 
mortuary.  Headquarters  IV  Corps  provided  transportation  assistance 
when  the  2nd  Brigade  was  0PC0N  to  IV  Corps  (particularly  at  (AlN  THO). 
In  other  oases,  only  makeshift  arrangements  could  be  mode  despite 
assistance  requested  from  higher  headquarters.  Initially  transport¬ 
ation  was  provided  by  the  Brigade1,  utility  hollcopter,  but' the  prac¬ 
tice  of  providing  the  Brigade  with  a  utility  helicopter  was  dis¬ 
continued  early  in  the  reporting  period.  Evacuation  procedures 
were  modified  during  this  period.  Initially  KHA’s  were  evacuated 
directly  to  the  sup’xirt  LST  with  subsequent  verification  of  death 

by  a  physician, ■  Coordination  for  obtaining  a  physician  to  verify 
death  became  tenuous  so  that  during  the  remainder  of  the  period, 
KHA*s  were  evacuated  with  wounded  through  medical  channels  so  that 
death  was  verified  by  a  physician.  This  has.  proved  more  satisfactory 
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and  win  prevent  de~th  from  being  ^clrrcd  except  by  competent 
medical  authorities, 

(3)  Maintenance  1 

(a)  During  the  reporting  period,  Brlg'de  mainten¬ 
ance  vi as  handled  on  a  priority  basis  due  to  the  lack  of  space  aboard 
the  AHL  30  (USS  ASKARI) ,  Malnte  n~nc.e  was  performed  on  board  when¬ 
ever  possible  but  some  maintenance  items  were  evacuated  to  DONG. 

TiiM  or  GuM?  M»RTIN  COX  when  space  or  equipment  on  hand  precluded 
on  bo°rd  maintenance'.  A  special  solution  of  on-site  maintenance 
for  deadlined  artillery  howitzers  proved  useful  in  continuing  avail¬ 
ability  of  artillery  despite  intensified  operations, 

(b)  Maintenance  services  during  the  reporting 
period  were  remarkably  effective  despite  some  basic  problems,  A 
limited  size  detachment  with  grossly  Inadequate  space  and  certain 
repair  parts  shortages  performed  the  herculean  task  of  the  Brigade's 
maintenance— including  maintenance  for  the  attached  floating  art¬ 
illery  units.  The  vigor  of  supporting  elements  of  the  709th  Main¬ 
tenance  Battalion  characterized  the  maintenance  effort.  One  notable 
and  persistent  shortage  was  th~t  of  repair  parts  for  Boston  Whalers, 
The  transistorized  ignition  system  has  plagued  all  attempts  to 
maintain  an  acceptable  level  of  operational  motors.  Repair  of  boats 
and  other  equipment  has  been  hampered  by  lack  of  space.  Only  one 
boat  at  a  time  c~n  be  handled  because  of  space  limit-  lions,  A 
floating  maintenance  barge  was  obtained,  but  because  of  its  size 
(too  large)  it  could  not  be  towed  alongside  of  the  ARL  30  (USS 
/vSK~RI)  consequently  maintenance  space  remains  a  severe  problem. 

(4)  Transportation! 

(a)  As  a  result  of  the  Brigade's  continuous  oper¬ 
ations  and  movement  throughout  the  MEKONG  DELT^t,  administrative 
transportation  requirements  presented  a  significant  problem  due  to 
the  absence  of  regular  utility  flights,  Periodically,  no  or  insu¬ 
fficient  p.lr  assets  were  available  for  administrative  flights.  All 
available  air  assets,  Including  command  and  control  aircraft, 
utility  aircraft  and  light  helicopter  companies  in  support  of  the 
Brigade,  were  used  to  transport  personnel,  equipment  aj^  mail  items. 
All  requirements  were  eventually  fullfilled. 
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8.  (C)  Civil  Affairs  1 

a,  CA  OPERATIONS,  Civil  Affairs  activities  for  the  MRP 
wore  planned  and  developed  to  meet  the  requirements  and  limitations 
Imposed  by  the  force’s  unique  organization  and  method  of  employment. 
The  following  major  activities  were  conducted  during  the  {jeriod 
covered  by  this  report, 

(1)  Disaster  Relief,  The  MOBILE  iilV.->Hlr»  B*.oE  (MRB) 
wp.s  positioned  on  the  SGivG  TIjjW  GI.-NG  RlV^n  near  the  City  of  VINE 
LONG  cn  6  February  1968,  the  first  day  thr't  GVN  officials  rnd  US 
advisory  personnel  were  able  to  -rcoccupy  the  city  following  the 
VC  TET  offensive.  The  MRF  clyll.  affairs  officer  contacted  the 
Province  °nd  City  GVN  officials  and  the  CORDS  Province  office  to 
assist  in  Planning  for  disaster  relief  and  refugee  control.  It  was 
determined  fch-t  the  established  CORDS  agencies  could  meet  all  of  the 
immediate  needs  of  the  city  of  relief  with  the  following  exceptions, 
an  additional  quantity  of  ten  medium  general  purpose  tents  were,  re¬ 
quired  for  refugee  shelter  and  rations  were  required  to  feed  900 
persons  for  a  period  of  two  weeks  at  the  VINE  LONG  MILPH.JP  Hospital. 
These  Items  it  requested  from  9th  Division  resources,  ~nd  were 
received  at  VIi«H  L0i*G  within  three  days  of  the  request*  On  8 
February. 1968,  one  of  the  maneuver  battelions  assisted  approximately 
400  refuge;. e  who  sought  shelter  on  four  ferryboats  anchored  at  a 
safe  location  on  the  river.  Medical  treatment  w~s  provided  for  90 
patients  '•nd  850  pounds  of  food  v~s  distributed, 

(2j  MELC-t's/DENTC-P's.  The  long  range  mobility  of 
the  MRF,  coupled,  with  .the  f  ct  th  t  It  is  the  only  US  maneuver 
force  operating  In  this  portion  of  the  MEKONG  LieLT..,  enables  the 
force  to  frequently  conduct  MEDCL^F's.  "nd  DaNTCuPf8  In  loc-les  where 
the  population  has  never  received  modern  mtdlcnl  or  dental  treatment. 
No  attempt  can  be  m-de.by  the  MRF  to  establish  periodic  medical 
support  for  the. population  of  any  given  location,  Ho'ever,  It  Is 
felt  that  the  politic'1 1  benefits’ gained  by  thtBe  operations  merit 
their  continuation  even  If  the  definitive  medical  benefits  do  not. 
During  this  period,  29  MEDC-P’s  and  DEivi’C.-J? * s  were  conducted  treat¬ 
ing  1885  patients, 

(3)  Commodity  Distributions,  Distributions  of  com¬ 
modities  were  normally  limited  to  foodstuffs,  health  items,  and 
toQls.  Except  in  the  c^se  of  minor  health  Items  distributed  in  con¬ 
junction  with  MEDCiiP  coordination  Is  affected  with  loc^l  GVN 
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officials  prior  to  making  commodity  distributions.  Totals  of  12,793 
pounds  of  food,  U71  individual  health  kits,  and  500  faro  tools  were 
distributed  during  this  period. 

(4)  Cordon  and  Scrrch.  On  24  February  I968  a  cordon 
and  search  opsr  tion  unique  to  the  capabilities  of  the  MRF  was  con¬ 
ducted  on  CU  LwiO  MY  ISL.-ND,  VIKH  LONG  Province,  .ill  civilians  on 
the  Island  (approximately  6000  persons)  vrtre  directed  to  move  to 
two  collection  points,  after  which  a  complete  search  of  the  Island 
v,~s  conducted  by  the  the  maneuver  battalions,  Inltl-1  screening  was 
conducted  at  these  points  which  resulted  in  433  detainees  being 
transferred  t®  the  mainland  for  further  Interrogation,  Those  who 
remained  at  the  collection  points  were  provided  with  food  --nd  the 
opportunity  to  receive  medical  care, if  they  so  desired.  The  MEDC..P' s 
and  DENTC«P's  viere  interesting  in  that  the  people  living  on  this 
Island  probably  had  never  seen  a  doctor  or  dentist  before  (according 
to  the  Senior  Sub-Sector  ..dvlsor) .  While  the  medical  value  of  this 
isolated  visit  might  be  questioned,  It  was  well  received  and  served 
as  a  valuable  Induction  of  the  friendship  of  US  personnel, 

(5)  Processing  Innocent  Civill'-ns.  The  unusual  ter¬ 
rain  of  the  MEKONG  DpLT.*  and  the  unique  concept  of  employment  of 
the  MRF  necessitate  the  use  of  a  converted  landing  craft  for  the 
Combined  Tactical  Screening  Center  (Forward  Collection  Point),  While 
the  overall  operation  of  this  facility  Is  essentially  an  S2  function, 
the  S5  must  maintain  a.  considerable  interest  In  the  humanitarian 
aspects  of  the  operation  and  also  avail  himself  of  the  opportunities 
for  psychological  oper  tlons.  Following  Initial  screening  of  detain¬ 
ees,  the  S5  assumes  control  of  those  persons  declared  to  be  Innocent 
civilians.  The  ultimate  goal  Is  to  return  these  civilians  safely 

to  their  homes.  However,  there  Is  a  variable  period  of  time  rang¬ 
ing  upward  to  several  ho-urs  dv.rlns  which  these  persons  must  be 
detained  for  their  own  safety  or  because  of  a  temporary  lack  of 
transportation.  During  this  period  innocent  civilians  art  assured 
of  fair  and  humane  treatment  through  the  use  of  signs  and  leaflets 
as  well  as  the  use  of  an  ARV!f  Interpreter,  The  detainee  is  made 
as  comfortable  as  possible  under  the  circumstances  by  providing  him 
with  adequate  food,  medical  treatment  If  required,  washing  facilit¬ 
ies,  and  individual  health  kits  containing  a  toothbrush,  toothpaste', 
comb,  and  soap,  A  tape  recorder  is  use  to  provide  Vietnamese  and 
American  music,  which  is  Interrupted  periodically  for  FsiOP  messages. 
In  addition,  FSYOP  movies  provided  by  JUSPaO  are  shown  during  the 
detainee’s  stay  at  the  center.  When  the  detainee  is  released  In 
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order  to  be  transported  to  the  area  of  his  home,  he  is  given  a 
leaflet  containing  one  hundred  plasters  and  a  letter  explaining 
the  reasons  why  he  had  to  be  detained,  A  total  of  528  innocent 
civilians  were  processed  during  this  period, 

(6)  TET  Aggression  Relief  Project  (TARP) ,  Soldiers 
and  sailors  of  the  MRF  contributed  $404.74  for  disaster  relief  for 
the  people  of  Vietnam,  This  project  specifically  concerned  relief 
from  the  destruction  caused  during  the  VC  TET  offensive.  The  MSF 
participated  in  the  heaviest  fighting  in  the  city  of  MY  THO  during 
the  TET  offensive  and  It  was  decided  to  use  this  money  for  relief 
projects  in  the  MY  THO  area.  An  orphanage/school  complex  received 
heavy  damage  during  the  battle  for  MY  THO.  Prior  to  the  T&T  offen¬ 
sive  there  were  25  orohans  and  approximately  400  other  children 
(mainly  refuget-s)  attending  tills  school.  Currently,  there  are  20 
orphans  and  only  200  refugee  children  attending  the  school.  All 

of  the  money  collected,  as  well  as  additional  food,  clothing  and 
school  sun^lles  has  been  turned  over  to  the  school’s  officials.  All 
facets  of  this  project  have  been  coordinated  with  local  US  advisory 
elements  as  the  transient  status  of  the  MRF  precludes  Its  providing 
the  constant  liaison  required  by  a  project  of  this  nature.  It  is 
anticipated  that  this  will  be  a  continuing  project  until  the  Viet¬ 
namese  school  officials  become  self-sufficient  once  again. 

(7)  IMPACT  Teams.  Enemy  activities  during  the  TET 
offensive  damaged  or  destroyed  many  of  the  RF/PF  outposts  along 
Highway  4  in  DINH  TUONG  Province.  Three  Improvement  Action  Teams 
(IMPACT)  were  formed  from  2nd  Brigade  resources  to  assist  in  the 
upgrading  of  these  outposts.  Each  team  consisted  of .an  experienced 
Infantry  Lieutenant  and  NCO,  The  teams  deployed  throughout  the 
Province  and  conducted  detailed  surveys  of  eech  outpost.  Requisi¬ 
tions  were  submitted  through  US  channels  for  required  barrier 
materials  Including  144,500  sandbags,  86?  rolls  of  concertina  wire 
467  rolls  of  barbed  wire,  12,850  pickets,  1100  sheets  of  steel 
roofing,  27*706  board  feet  of  lumber,  and  various  munitions.  The 
teams  arc  currently  monitoring  .the  receipt  of  these  supplies  and 
assisting  the  RF/PF  troops  in  constructing  49  outposts. 

b.  LIMITAIIONG .  The  following  limiting  factors  affect 
civil  affairs  operations  conducted  by  the  MRFi 

(1)  Transoor  tation.  Although  the  MRF  is  100)6  water 
mobile  space  limitations  on  board  the  assault  boats  and  restricted 
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airmobile  assets  reduce  the  effectiveness  of  the  civil  affairs 
effort,  CA  teams  are  normally  transported  throughout  each  operation 
on  the  medical  suopoi;t  boat.  This  boat  must  be  positioned  to 
provide  optimum  support  of  the  battalion  troops  In  contact  1  this 
mai'  not  be  the  most  advantageous  location  from  a  CA  standpoint. 

(2)  Security,  Most  MRF  operations  are  conducted  In 
contested  or  VC  controlled  areas,  CA  teams  must  be  provided  with 
security  forces  In  order  to  conduct  their  activities,  which  reduces 
the  range  of  their  operations  from  central  locations  In  the  battalion 
area  of  operation. 

(3)  Supply.  CA  teams  are  limited  in  the  quantities  of 
supplies  which  they  may  take  into  the  AO.  Space  limitations  on  the 
medical  support  boats  force  the  battalion  S5  to  be  excedingly  sel¬ 
ective  in  supplies  to  accompany  his  team, 

(4-)  Duration  In  the  AO.  Elements  of  the  MRF  normally 
remain  In  any  given  AO  for  one  to  three  days.  This  time  limitation 
restricts  the  nature  of  civic  action  projects  T,hich  may  be  completed, 

o,  NEW  OK  IMPROVED  rriCCbDURtS •  As  experience  Is  gained  In 
MRF  operations  and  new  tools  become  available,  new  and/or  Improved 
procedures  are  developed, 

(1)  Compilations  of  data  from  the  Hamlet  Evaluation 
Survey  (HES)  system  are  novr  provided  on  a  monthly  basis  to  the  MRF 
by  CORDS  for  all  provinces  in  which  the  MRF  operates.  This  data 
Includes  estimates  of  the  status  of  pacification  for  each  non-VC 
controlled  hamlet  within  each  district.  This  estimate  is  made  by 
the  Individual  best  able  to  provide  it.,  the  District  Senior  Advisor, 
HES  data  is  used  to  determine  appropriate  tasks  to  be  assigned  to 
each  battalion  prior  to  an  operation,  HES  data  gives  the  battalion 
CA  officer  and  Insight  into  the  status  of  pacification  within  his 

AO  prior  to  insertion, 

(2)  It  Is  impractical  for  MRF  CA  officer  to  establish 
close  liaison  with  GVN  Province  and  District  officials  for  each  of 
the  many  areas  In  which  the  MRF  operates.  However,  liaison  Is 
e'stablishid  shortly  after  insertion  of  MRF  elements  In  a  given 
Province/District.  Valuable  Information  may  be  exchanged  in  this 
manner  without  the  risk  of  a  security  compromise  fpr  the  operation. 
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(3)  A  FSYOP/Civil  Affairs  Naval  Officer  was  assigned 
to  River  Flotilla  One  in  early  April.  Modifications  to  existing 
procedures  are  now  being  made  to  fully  exploit  the  increased  capa¬ 
bilities  this  organizational  change  has  produced. 

(4)  During  the  period  covered  by  this  report  an  im¬ 
proved  storage  facility  was  made  available  in  the  MRB  for  CA  activi¬ 
ties,  It  is  now  possible  to  maintain  an  adequate  basic  load  of 

CA  suo’ilies  within  the  MRB  thereby  increasing  the  capabilities  of 
the  MRF  to  perform  civic  action  projects, 

(5)  Increased  comriand  emphasis  of  civil  affairs  activi¬ 
ties  at  all  levels  within  the  MRF  has  permitted  quantitative  incre¬ 
ase  and  qualitative  improvement  of  tho  overall  MRF  civil  affairs 
program. 

9.  (C)  Psychological  Operations  1 

a,  Generali  During  the  reporting  period  7,432,083  leaf¬ 
lets  were  disseminated,  113  hours  of  loudspeaker  broadcasts  were 
made,  12i  hours  of  VN  radio  time  and  11  hours  of  movie  time  were 
logged  in  sunuort  of  Brigade  tactical  operations,  PSYOP  supnort 
was  directed  toward  Viet  Cong  units  to  decrease  their  effectiveness, 
increase  their  defections,  and  demoralize  their  units.  P5Y0P  sup¬ 
port  vrss  also  directed  toward  civilians  and  detainees  toi  explain 
the  U.S,  presence  in  the  operational  area,  explain  the  role  of  the 
(BFN,  control  the  populace  activities  during  operations,  Induce  the 
people  of  Vietnam  to  become  informers  and  gain  support  for  the  GVN, 

b.  Operations! 

(1)  Generali  The  TET  Offensive  generally  brought 
Brigade  PSYOP  activities  to  a  halt.  Six  rapid  reaction  leaflets 
were  immediately  requested  and  five  new  tapes  were  developed  util¬ 
izing  themes  suggested  by  the  Joint  U.S,  Public  Affairs  Office 
(JUSPAO)  ,  However,  there  were  no  means  available  to  employ  the  new 
tapes,  and  the  requested  leaflet  we rc  not  available  for  two  weeks. 

As  a  result  of  the  TET  Offensive,  the  Brigade's  twice-weekly  sched¬ 
uled  U-10  missions  were  also  canceled  during  the  first  week  of 
February,  No  organic  aircraft  were  available  to  the  Brigade  for 
PSYOP,  Navy  Assault  Support  Patrol  Boat  (.^SPB's)  were  used  for 
loudspeaker  missions,  but  the  majority  of  combat  operations  were 
near  cities,  thereby  reducing  the-effoctlvonoss  of  waterborne 
broadcasts.  It  was  not  until  15  February,  when  tho  MRF  noved  toqpexte 

77 


26 

/H 


1M5 


AVDE-47MH-A  29  ^prll  1968 

SUBJECT i  Operational  nt^ort  of  2nd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division 
for  Fcriod  Ending  JO  April  1968,  Report  Con~rol  Symbol 
CSFCR-65  (Rl'l 

in  tho  vicinity  of  CaN  THO  that  the  Brigade  PSYOP  program  was  able 
to  gain  its  momentum, 

(2)  Operation  CORGN.jjQ  XI- 

(a)  Generali  PSYOP  missions  in  support  of  the 
Brigade's  operations  during  Operation  COrfCiAujO  XI  consisted  mainly 
of  waterborne  speaker  broadcasts.  This  proved  to  be  effective  since 
a  majority  of  the  people  live  along  the  waterways,  where  most  of 
the  Brigade's  operations  occurred.  Themes  for  the  waterborne  broad¬ 
casts  nrti  "Explanation  of  U.S.  Presence,"  "VC  Desecration  of  TET," 
"NLF  Suicide  Missions,"  "Curfew  Hours,"  "Clear  the  waterways, "  and 
"Search  of  Samoans,"  C-47,  U-10,-and  Util 3  aircraft  ’/ere  used  for 
both  leaflet  drops  and  loudspeaker  broadcasts  in  the  area  of  oper¬ 
ation.  Aerial  leaflet  and  broadcast  themes  werei  "VC  Leaders  Dupe 
Soldiers  into  Killing.  Innocent  Civilians,'"  "NLF  Suicide  Attacks 
During  TST,"  "Return  to  Your  People,"  and  " Compatriots  -  Did  You 
Ask  the  VC  to  Liberate  You?"  Artillery  was  also  used  to  employ 
leaflets  (twice)  during  combat  operations, 

(b)  On  7  February  1968  a  PSYOP  program  was  pre¬ 
sented  to  detainers  apprehended  during  Operation  CQriCi..>L0  XI,  The 
Detslnec  Program  has  oper' ted  consistently  since  7  February  and  has 
been  integrated  as  a  regular  part  of  the  Brigade's  FoYOF  program. 

(c)  On  21  February  1968,  a  rapid  reaction  tape 
was  developed  from  interrogation  of  a  PVJ  captured  during  operation 
CCKOi'iaDO  XI  and  a  UH1B  sneaker  mission  was  flown  against  tho  303rd 
MF  Battalion  in  PHONG  DINH  Province  vicinity  ’.JR7997, 

(d)  On  24  February  1968,  the  Brigade  conducted  a 
Cordon  and  S-  arch  operation  on  CU  LaO  MaY  Island,  located  Just 
southwest  of  THC.  PSYC?  support  was  provided  with  aerial  loud¬ 
speaker  broadcasts,  aerial  leaflet’  droos,  waterborne  loudspeaker 
broadcasts,  ground  loudspeaker,  radio  broadcasts  and  hand  distribu¬ 
tion  of  leaflets  and  magazines.  Loudspeaker  broadcast  themes  pro¬ 
vided  fori  an  explanation  of  the  Cordon  and  Search  operation, 

Chieu  Hoi  Appeals,  and  instructions  to  the  inhabitants  to  evacuate 
the  island  using  one  of  two  established  collection  points.  Leaf¬ 
lets  were  printed  especially  for  the  Cordon  and  Search  operation 
and  the  themes  viere  twofoldi  "Civilians  go  to  Collection  Points" 
and  "VC  Rally  to  Collection  Points  or  Die," 
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(3)  Operation  TRUONG  CONG  DINH. 

(a)  Generali  During  ooer  tion  TRONG  CONG  DINn, 
PSYOP  purport  consisted  of  Artillery  leaflet  drops,  aerial  C-47, 

U-10  and  UH1B  loudspeaker  broadcasts  and  leaflet  drops,  waterborne 
and  ground  speaker  missions,  dotalnee  program,  and  movie  and  radio 
missions.  On  5  March  1968,  posters  were  placed  along  Highway  25 
betvfcen  DONG  TaM  and  MY  THO  offering  a  reward  for  information  lead¬ 
ing  to  the  capture  of  individuals  responsible  for  the  mining  of 

a  bus  carrying  Vietnamese  orphans, 

(b)  On  7  March  1468,  leaflets  'were  distributed 
by  ground  troops  in  houses,  bunkers,  and  along  trails  in  CHO  GaO 
District,  DINH  TOGi.G  Province. 

(c)  On  14  March  1968,  PSYOP  support  was  provide 
to  Navy  TF  11?  elements  during  a  Riverine  Armed  Reconnaissance 
Element  (RAR-J)  mission.  The  object'  of  the  roYOP  support  was  to 
make  a  loudspeaker  broadcast  to  induce  the  Viet  Cong  to  fight  or 
Join  the  legal  government  of  Vietnam  (Chieu  Koi),  The  lead  assault 
support  patrol  boat  (ASPB)  was  broadcasting  the  message,  as  the 
RARE  proceeded  west  on  the  SaM  GIaNG  RIV^R.  Approximately  1655 
hours  the  RARE  was  taken  under  fire  by  the  VC  and  one  PSYOP  team 
member  was  wounded  in  action, 

(d)  An  Armed  Propaganda  Team  (APT)  was  employed 
in  support  of  the  Brigade's  operations  In  TRUC  GIaNG  District, 

KIEN  HOa  Province  on  7  April,  On  t’-ro  occassions  the  APT  was  able 
to'  obtain  information  which  subsequently  led  to  enemy  contact  with 
two  companies  of  the  516  Battalion.  During  this  operation,  the 
APT  distributed  leaflets,  in  numerous  villages.  One  of  particular 
interest  was  PHUOC  Tre.N  Village  which  is  a  known  VC  Village. 

Posters  vre-ri  placed  on  trees  and  leaflets  spread  around  the  village. 
Themes  werei  '"End  of  VC  Keens  Peace,"  "Freedom  for  the  People," 
"Death  of  VC,"  ”9th  Division  has  Returned,"  and  "9th  Division  will 
Return," 

c.  Supporti  During  the  reporting  period,  the  Brigade's 
psychological  warfare  program  was  conducted  by  an  attached  Field 
Team  from  the  10th  PSYOP  Battalion.  Aircraft  support  (U-10  and 
C-4?  aircraft)  for  aerial  leaflet  missions  was  provided  by  the  5th 
Air  Commando  Squadron, 
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d.  Equipment  1 

(1)  The  AN/UH15  speaker  set  was  employed  extensively 
in  ground  and  waterborne  speaker  missions, 

(2)  The  Mobile  Audlo/Vlsual  Unit  (MAVU)  was  used  to 
present  movies  abo-rd  the  detainee  boat  and  on  the  ground;  it  was 
also  used  for  radio  broadcasts.  On  several  occassions,  the  KaVU 
was  employed  on  a  limited  basis  for  waterborne  speaker  broadoasts 
but  its  performance  was  inferior  to  the  AN/U1H5  speaker  set. 

e.  Problem  areas; 

(1)  Adequate  resources  (both  organic  and  supporting) 
continues  to  pose  difficulties  in  enhancing  PSYQPS,  Although  the 
leaflets  employed  are  of  the  hightst  quality,  the  reaction  time  to 
requests  for  new  or  other  leaflets  is  two  to  three  weeks  from  the 
date  of  requests.  Several  factors  have  definite  influence  on  this 
problem;  they  arc;  frequent  displacement  of  the  MRF,  telephone 
communi cations  difficulties  with  the  ICth  PSYOP  Battalion,  and  non 
availability  of  transportation  assets  to  effect  personal  laision 
and  direct  coordination  with  same. 

(2)  Lack  of  PSYOP  Intelligence  caused  problems  in  that 
it  was  difficult  to  develop  good  themes  without  intelligence  and  an 
uc  to  date  area  study.  Much  of  the  PSYOP  intelligence  received 
centers  Itself  in  that  Northern  Corps,  Therefore'  it  is  completely 
invaluable  and  not  suitable  to  Brigade’s  area  of  operation.  The 
Brigade  received  very  little'  PSYOP  intelligence  from  Hoi  Chanhs  or 
PW'd.  Limited  resources  make  it  impossible  for  Brigade  PSYOP  per¬ 
sonnel  to  conduct  their  own  interrogation. 

10,  (C)  Chemical 1 

a.  During  the  rcoortlng  period  sevt  ral  chemical  operations 
were  Initiated  to  complement  tactical  operations.  A] i  chemical 
operations  and  training  were  conducted  under  the'  staff  supervision 
of  the  Brigade  Chemical  Offlce'r. 

b.  Opet  tlons  conducted  during  the  period  were  as  followsi 

(1)  EI58  bomblet  employment  1  The  EI58  was  employed 
against  enemy  fortified  defensive  positions  to  cause  his  abandoment 
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of  same  and/or  to  supress  his  fires  while  friendly  elements  advanced 
to  destroy  him.  The  E158  was  employed  from  UH1D  helicopters,  with 
a  preset  altitude  initiator  setting  of  1,000  feet;  excellent  target 
coverage  was  obtained, 

(2)  CS  Persistent  Bag  drops  1  Two  eight  pound  bags 
of  persistent  C3-1  were  wrapped  together  with  detonation  cord  to 
which  c.  mechanical  /time  fuse  was  attached.  Several  bags  prepared 
in  this  manner  were  dropped  from  an  altitude  of  1200  feet  to  deny 
the  enemy  access  to  terrain;  particularly  in  areas  where  they  could 
engage  the  boats  and  ships  of  the  MB. 

(3)  CS  Grenade  Drops  1  ’./hen  employment  of  bulk  CS  was 
not  feasible  and  E158's  were  not  readily  available,  M?A3  CS  grenades 
were  emnloye-d  by  air  from  their  packing  containers.  Upon  arrival 
In  the  target  area,  the  containers  of  grenades  were  drooped  from 

an  altitude  of  1000  to  1200  feet.  The  area  of  target  coverage  ob¬ 
tained  was  equivalent  to  that  of  one  EI58  CS  Cluster, 

(4)  DEFOLIATION;  as  a  result  of  contlnious  enemy 
threats  to  engage  shims  of  the  MRB,  the  decision  was  made  to  de¬ 
foliate  the  vegetation  along  the  south  bank  vicinity  of  DOi'iG  TaM. 

The  defoliation  mission  was  performed  by  Air  Force  Ranch  Hand  Teams, 

11,  (C)  Signal; 

a,  Durlm:  this  reoortiiv  period  no  major  communications 
problems  occurred,  Slnglo-S. de-Band  and  airborne  relay  systems 
wero  extensively  employed  during  the  Mobile  Riverine  Force's  transit 
from  DONG  TAM  to  CaN  THO.  The  Single-Side-Band  net  provided  the 
Brigade  communications  with  ships  of  the  HRF  and  the  4th  Corps 
Tactical  Operations  Center  (TOC)  at  CaN  THO .  Also,  during  the 
period  of  transit,  the  Brigade  utilized  the  Radio  Wire  Integration 
facilities  at  DONG  TaM  to  communicate  with  the  Division  Forward 
Command  Post  located  at  DONG  TaM.  No  significant  communication 
problems  were  experienced  during  the  conduct  of  oil  operations 

In  the  VINK  LONG',  MY  THO  and  CaN  THO  areas.  The  primary  means  of 
communication  was  FM  voice,  utilizing  the  AN/VEC  46  radio.  The 
Brigade  and  battalion's  Command  and  Control  Boats  (CCB)  were  also 
employed  to  provide  manual  relay  and  automatic  retransmission  when 
required,  but  this  type  of  capability  was  a  minimum  requirement. 

b.  While  in  the  CAN  THO  area  the  Brigade’s  multi channol 
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voice  communications  system,  AN/TRC-24  was  centered  in  a  communica¬ 
tions  terminal  located  at  CaN  ThO.  This  terminal  was  provided  and 
operated  by  the  9th  Signal  Battalion,  9th  Infantry  Division,  Using 
this  system  the  Brigade  provided  telephone  service  to  CaN  THO, 

DONG  TaN,  and  CaMP  MaRTIN  COX,  Teletype  service  to  SaIGO^,  CafiP 
fcARTIIi  COX  and  DONG  TaM  was  also  provided  by  this  system.  During 
the  period  when  the  Brigade  conducted  tactical  operations  In  tne 
DONG  TaH/HY  THO  area  the  AN/TRC24  system  was  centered  In  a  9th 
Signal  Battallon-HONG  Tail  terminal  which  provided  the  same  service 
as  outlined  above  with  telephone  service  into  ?th  ARVN  Division 
TOC  at  BY  THO. 

One  Innovation  during  the  period  of  this  report  was 
the  installation  of  an  AB-577/G  oast  on  the  stern  of  the  USS  Benewah, 
A  cross  frame  was  Installed  on  this  mast  to  mount  four  RC-292 
antennae,  two  of  which  ar.e  used  for  the  2nd  Brigade's  Command  Oper¬ 
ation  and  Intelligence  nets.  The  othe'r  two  antennae  are  used  by 
the  Navy,  This  system  is  approximately  90  feet  from  the  waterline 
and  It  Increased  the  Brigade's  voice  communications  range  by  at 
least  5  kilometers, 

d.  Secure  FM  voice  was  provided  on  the  2nd  Brigade’s  Oper¬ 
ation  and  Intelligence  net  from  the  2nd  Brigade  TOC  on  the  USS 
Benewah  to  all  Battalion  TOC's,  located  on  the  APL-26  and  tho  UBS 
Colleton,  and  to  the  Brigade's  and  Battalions'  Command  and  Control 
Boats.  The  Battalions'  Command  and  Control  Boats  were  utilized 
as  forward  Bettallons  Command  Posts,  The  Brigade's  CCB  was  used 
mainly  as  a  manual  relay  and/or  automatic  retransmission  station. 

The  2nd  Brigade’s  Forward  Command  Post  was  located  on  a  3rd  Batta¬ 
lion,  3^th  Artillery  CP  Boat  which  housed  FM  voice  radios,  AN/VRC-46 
radios,  and  Single-Sldc-Band  equipment,  AN/GRC-106.  A  KY-8  was. 
also  installed  on  this  boat  to  secure  voice  service  on  the  Brigade 
Operations  and  Intelligence  Net, 
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SECTION  II 
Lessons  Learned 1 

Commanders*  Observation,  Evaluations  and  Recommendations 

1,  PERSONNEL  1  None. 

2.  (C)  OPERATIONS  1 

a,  (C)  Use  of  "CS"  against  bunkers. 

Observation.  Employment  of  "CS"  against  fortified 
fighting  positions  caused  the  enemy  to  abandon  the  position  and 
expose-  himself  to  friendly  fires. 

Evaluation.  During  several  offensive  operations 
against  well  constructed/ fortified  fighting  positions,  the  employment 
of  “CS"  40mm  grenades  has  dislodged  enemy  personnel  from  the  posi¬ 
tions  when  artillery  end  other  indirect  fires  couldn't,  This  does 
not  imply  that  artillery  or  alrstrlkes  are  not  effective  against 
well  constructed  fortified  positions.  Neither  does  it  imply  that 
"CS"  employment  is  the  most  effective  moans  of  driving  enemy  forces 
from  bunkers.  Tho  employment  of  40mm  "CS"  grenades  complemented 
all  fires  directed  against  the  positions  and  caused  the  enemy  to 
become  confused  and  desperate,  not  only  to  evade  the  friendly  forces* 
but  also  the  irritant  agent.  The  "CS"  grenade  employed  by  the 
40mm  grenade  launcher  affords  commander  the  capability  of  employing 
11 CS"  at  a  long  (300  meters)  and  close  range.  Presently  the  40mm 
"CS"  grenade  is  an  ’''Insure"  item. 

Recommendations. 

(1)  That  the  40mm  "CS"  grenade  be  classified  as 
a  "Standard"  item,  and  a  basic  load  be  determined  and  Issued. 

(2)  Further,  that  during  the  Interim  period 
(pending  Standarizatlon)  more  40mm  "CS"  grenades  be  Issued  to  afford 
maximum  use . 

b,  (C)  Close  air  support  observation. 

Observation.  Light  holicopter  fire  teams  supporting 
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friendly  forces  in  contact  during'  hours  of  darkness  often  have 
difficulty  in  Identifying  friendly  positions. 

Evaluation.  Units  in  contact  during  hours  of 
darkness  often  fail  to  properly  mark  their  position  and  establish 
communications  with  the  light  fire  team  providing  close  air  support. 
Prior  to  employing  light  fight  teams  the  ground  force  commander 
must  mark  the  limits  of  his  positions,  and  verify  the  enemy  force 
location.  In  addition  the  light  fire  team  should  establish  commun¬ 
ications  with  the  ground  commander.  All  friendly  units  in  the 
immediate  area  of  contact  must  monitor  the  radio  net  controlling/ 
employing  close  air  support. 

Re  comae  ndat 1 o ns i  Commanders  and  small  unit  leaders 
should  be  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  ordr.nce  capabilities  of 
light  fire  teams  and  proper  marking  techniques,  and  if  possible, 
that  aviators  be  briefed  on  the  overall  tactical  situation  prior  to 
establishing  communications  with  the  ground  force  commander.  Adjusts 
ments  of  close  air  supporting  fires  must  be  made  by  the  ground  force 
commander. 

c.  (C)  Employment  of  armed  propaganda  teams. 

Observation. .  Armed  propaganda  teams  enhance  both 
psychological  operations  and  intelligence  collection  efforts. 

Evaluation.  An  armed  propaganda  team  was  employed 
in  support  of  the  Brigade  during  combat  operations  conducted  in 
KEN  HOa  Province.  The  team  made  valuable  contributions  not  only 
in  the  FSYOPdrea,  but  also  in  the  intelligence  collection  effort. 

On  several  occesslbns  timely  and  accurate  intelligence  v:as  provided 
by  the  team  after  their  interrogation  of  local  civilians.  The 
intelligence  collected  resulted  in  the  Brigade  establishing  contact 
with  the  enemy. 


Recommandatlons.  That  an  armed  propaganda  team  be 
attached  to  the  Brigade, 

3.  TRAINING 1  None. 

4.  (C)  INTELLIGENCE! 

a,  (C)  Possible  Compromise  of  Projected  Combat  Operations, 
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Observation.  Early  coordination  and  dissemination 
of  operation  plans  and  orders  may  tend  to  provide  the  enemy  with 
advance /adequate  warning  of  the  intended  AO  or  target. 

Evaluation.  The  Mobile  Riverine  Force  operates 
throughout  the  central  MEKONG  DELTA  as  a  Mobile  Striking  Force  Book¬ 
ing  targets  developed  by  timely  and  effective  intelligence.  As 
such,  the  Brigade  does  not  have  a  specific  tactical  area  of  oper¬ 
ation  and  is  therefore  required  to  effect  coordination  for  AO's  and 
specified  strike  zones.  Early  coordination  and  dissemination  of 
this  information,  prior  to  the  commitment  of  friendly  forces  is  a 
particular  disadvantage  because  it  allows  adequate  time  for  cnomy 
forcce  to  exit  the  area  or  prepare  to  defend  against  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  friendly  forces  into  the  AO.  In  addition  the  desired  flex¬ 
ibility  for  committing  forces  in  any  area  of  operation  selected/ 
designated,  as;a  result  cf  immediate  and  concrete  intelligence,  is 
unobtainable  due  to  the  coordination  required. 

Recommendation!  None. 

5.  (U)  LOGISTICS  1 

a.  (U)  Use  of  Bandoleors  for  ammunition  magazines. 

Observation.  Inadequate  protection  of  magazlnos 
caused  malfunction  of  M16  rifles. 

Evaluation.  Dirt,  mud,  and  other  inert  matter 
accumulate  in  ammunition  (magazine)  pouches  during  normal  field 
operations  causing  a  high  malfunction  rate  of  the  M16  rifle.  Iroops 
presently  try  to  carry  magazines  in  cotton  bandoleors  in  order  to 
alleviate  the  situation,  but  bandolocrs  are  dlffloult  to  obtain 
and  arc  used  beyond  the  point  of  serviceability. 

Recommendation.  That  a  lightweight  nylon  bandoleoi 
be  Issued  in  sufficient  quantities  to  allow  each  man  to  carry 
5,56mm  magazines  high  on  his  body  and  completely  covered.  The 
nylon  bandoleer  would  afford  good  protection  from  mud  and  dirt 
and  would  dry  and  drain  qulclcly  if  immersed  in  water, 

b.  (U>  Collapsible  water  jugs. 

Observation.  Five  gallon  water  Jugs  often 
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collapse  when  filled  to  their  capacity,  by  the  stress  endured. 

Evaluation.  The  plastic  collapsible  v.'ater  jug 
permits  maximum  quantities  of  fluids  to  be  transported  in  a  contain¬ 
er  of  minimum  weight,  However,  the  height  of  the  water  causes  con¬ 
siderable  stress  on  the  plastic  material  when  the  jugs  are  filled, 
which  in  turn  subsequently  cause  the  jugs  to  collapse  and  break 
after  frequent  use.  A  tvro  and  one-half  (2|)  gallon  capacity 
collapsible  jug,  made  of  tht  same  composition  uould  be  more  practical 
in  terms  of  reducing  the  stress  on  the  plastic  material. 

Recommendation.  That  a  two  and  one-half  (2^) 
gallon  capacity  clastic  wo.ter  jug  be  procured  for  field  use, 

c.  (U)  Protective  cover  for  LAW. 

Observation.  The  absence  of  an  outer  protective 
cover  induces  possible  damage  to,  and  increases  the  chances  of  mal¬ 
function  of  the  light  anti-tank  weapon  (LAW) . 

Evaluation.  Dirt,  brush  and  constant  handling  of 
66mm  rockets  M?2  ( LAW )  be nd ;  breaks  and  fouls  many  of  the  exposed 
small  parts  of  the  weapon.  Extension  of  the  firing  tube  and  actual 
firing  become  difficult  and  unnecessarily  hazardous.  Unserviceable 
LAW'S  must  be  destroyed  thus  creating  great  expense  and  loss  of 
time. 


Re  cor  vendatlon.  That  a  high  impact  watorproof  cororb 
procured  to  protect  M72  rocket  launchers, 

6.  ORGah IZ  'x'ION t  None, 

7,  OTHERS i  None, 
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Inclosure  6  to  Section  I:  Jrapu'vcd  Usage  of  AF.M-AES— 4  Aerial  Loudspeaker 

System 

IVo  AfiK-u.B6-4  1000-watt  loudspeaker  system,  a  standard  item  of 
i  jrM,,,  was  modified  somewhat  to  enable  its  use  in  different  configurations, 
Two  sets  of  one  each  amplifier  ar.d  remote  were  mounted  on  plywood  bases  and 
attached  to  tvro  frames,  each  holding  one  b£nk  of  sp^kers,  which  enable  tho 
use  of  a  single  bank  of  250-watt  speakers  in  a  vehicular  mode  on  two  vehicles 
This  modification  allows  greater  flexability  in  the  use  of  speaker  systems 
to  support  ground  tactical  and  psychological  operations  and  medcaps.  A 
diagram  of  the  system  is  attached  as  T*.B  1 , 

The  remaining  500-watt  portion  of  the  system  was  made  into  a 
double  bank  of  speakers  to  fit  on  tho  H-23  helicopter,  utilizing  a  U-frame 
and  brace  to  fit  the  lending  skids.  Ihe  two  amplifiers  end  remotes  were 
originally  placed  in  a  four-sided  box- like  configuration  which  fits  ecsily 
into  the  cockpit  of  the  helicopter  between  the  operator's  legs,  and  produces 
excellent  results,  an  improved  version  of  this  is  being  constructed  at 
this  time,  consisting  of  two  plywood  bases  each  mounting  a  single  remote 
and  amplifier  identical  \.o  the  250-watt  configuration,  mounted  back  to  back 
on  a  wooden  frame,  and  paralleled.  r.  diagram  of  the  system  is  attached 
as  TAB  2. 


The  systems  are  designed  so  that  they  are,  with  a  15-minute 
preparation  time,  easily  converted  again  into  tho  original  1000-watt 
configuration,  and  ready  to  f.y  in  UH1D  aircraft. 

The  250-watt  system,  vehicular  mounted,  has  beer,  field  tested 
and  found  extremely  effective  at  distances  of  1500  meters. 

The  500-watt  system,  mounted  on  the  skid  of  an  B-23  helicopter, 
was  tested  and  found  to  be  extremely  satisfactory  from  an  altitude  of 
2000  feet,  airing  a  broadcast  at  an  angle  of  45°  to  the  ground.  As  time 
and  aircraft  availability  perr.dt,  the  system  will  be  further  tested  to 
determine  its  limits  and  performance  characteristics. 
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The  following,  teems  are  recommended  for  inclusion  in  Che  Lessons  Learned 
Index: 


ITEM  1 

*  SUBJECT  TITLE  _ 

**  FOR  OT  RD  it  _ 

***PAGE  #  _ 

ITEM  2 

SUBJECT  TITLE _ 

FOR  OT  RD  it  _ 

PAGE  it  _ 

ITEM  3 

SUBJECT  TITLE  _ _ 

FOR  OT  RD  it  _ 

RAGE  it _ _ 

ITEM  A 

SUBJECT  TITLE _ 

FOR  OT  RD  it  _ 

PAGE  it  _ 

ITEM  5 

SUBJECT  TITLE _ 

FOR  OT  RD  it  _ _ 

PAGE  it _ 

*  Subject  Title:  A  short  (one  sentence  or  phrase)  description  of  the  item 
of  interest. 

**  FOR  OT  RD  it  :  Appears  in  the  Reply  Reference  line  of  the  Letter  of  Trans¬ 
mittal.  This  number  must  be  accurately  stated. 


***Page  it 


:  That  page  on  which  the  item  of  interest  is  located. 
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